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It is now nearly three years since the 
following " Scripture Lessons" were com- 
piled, at the suggestion of a Catholic 
clergyman 9 for the use of families and 
schools. Circumstances prevented their 
publication at that time, and they are now 
brought forward in the hope that, at this 
crisis, when the Bishops of Ireland have 
so emphatically expressed their disappro- 
bation of the absence of religious instruc- 
tion in the National System of Education, 
they may be found to supply a want long 
felt by parents and teachers. 

They have been carefully compared, 
throughout, with the Sacred Text, and 
revised and approved by competent autho- 
rity ; while the verses of Scripture, at the 
end of each Lesson, have been selected with 
a view to indicate to children the sequence 
of the Old and New Testament, and to 
impress on their minds the prophecies, in 
connection with their fulfilment. 

A corresponding volume of ** Scripture 
Lessons from the Old Testament/' is in 
preparation. 

October 10, 1865. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSONS. 

LESSON L 

ZACHABY AND ELIZABETH. 

1. During the reign of King Herod, a priest 
named Zachary dwelt in a town situated amidst 
the mountains of Judea. He was espoused to 
a holy woman named Elizabeth — for the Jewish 
law permitted priests to marry — and the virtu- 
ous lives of the saintly couple formed a striking 
contrast to the general corruption amidst which 
they lived. Ardently desiring the blessing of 
offspring, they frequently and fervently implored 
it of God; but as years gradually flowed on 
without bringing a favourable answer to their 
petition, their earthly wishes became centred 
in the one great, absorbing desire of their 
nation, the coming of the long-expected Mes- 
siah. 

2. The Jewish priests were in the habit of 
discharging the duties of their sacred ministry 
in regular rotation, the period for service of 
each being decided by lot. Zachary being, on 
one occasion, appointed, in the usual manner, 
to minister in the temple, and oflFer incense in 
the sanctuary, he set out for Jerusalem 
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Olothed in his sacerdotal robes, and bearing 
in his hand the golden censer, he advanced — 
not to the Holy of Holies, which the high 
prioHt alone was permitted to enter once a year 
— but into the sanctuary, where stood the altar 
of perfumes. 

Tlie people were assembled outside in prayer, 
—the incense of the sacrifice ascended in clouds 
to heaven,— when suddenly Zachary beheld a 
resplendent angel, standing at the right hand of 
the altar. 

Awe-stricken, he looked on the heavenly 
messenger, whose consoling words, however, 
soon dispelled his alarm. 

8. **Fear not, Zachary,** he said; "thy 
prayer has been heard ; thy spouse, Elizabeth, 
will give birth to a son, whom thou shalt call 
John. Not only shall you, his happy parents, 
rejoice at his birth, but many others shall also 
be made glad ; for he shall be great before the 
Lord. 

** He shall drink no wine nor strong liquor, 
and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost from 
his mother's womb. He shall convert many to 
the Lord their God ; and, in the spirit and 
virtue of Elias, he shall walk before the Lord, 
to prepare for Him a perfect people.** 

4. Zachary, in his great astonishment at the 
angel's words, doubted the possibility of the 
wondrous event announced to him. " Where- 
by,** he asked, " shall I know this ? For I am 
an old man, and my wife is advanced in years?" 

And the angel replied, " I am Gabriel, who 
stand before God, and am sent to speak to thee, 
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and to bring thee these good tidings. And be- 
cause thou hast not believed my words, thou 
shalt be dumb until the day wherein these 
things shall come to pass^ which shall be ful- 
filled in their time." 

Then the angel vanished, and Zachary was 
struck dumb. 

Meanwhile, the expectant congregation won- 
dered much at his long delay in the sanctuary, 
and when at length he came forth, easily dis- 
cerned that something wonderful had occurred 
to him. Unable to s|)eak, he pointed towards 
heaven, thus intimating that he had been 
favoured with a vision from on high. 

The days of his ministration having elapsed, 
he returned home, his heart full of sweet and 
holy hopes. 

The history of our Divine Redeemer com- 
mences with this vision of Zachary. The more 
perfectly our hearts are disengaged from sin, 
the more consoling and instructive will the 
study of that marvellous history become to us. 

5. Such was the solemnity and sublimity of 
the preparation for the great work of the redemp- 
tion or salvation of the world. Thus was an- 
nounced the birth of John the Baptist. He 
was to be the precursor of the Messiah, going 
immediately before Him, to announce to men 
His coming ; therefore, as his destined mission 
was an exalted one, his birth was promised in 
a consecrated place, and by one of the pure spi- 
rits of heaven. 

6. Redemption signifies ransom, and Jestjs is 
called our Redeemer, because He paid for thf 
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ransom of our sonls from hell, His own most 
precious and adorable blood. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who were Zachary and Elizabeth? 

2. What happened to Zachary in the tern* 
pie ? 

8. What promise was made to him? and 
what did the angel prophesy about John the 
Baptist ? 

4. How was Zachary punished for having 
doubted the angel's word ? 

6. How was the all-important event of the 
Redeemer's birth ushered in ? 

6. What mean the words Redeemer and Re- 
demption ? 

** Behold, I send My angel, and he shall 
prepare the way bejore My face.*' — Malachias, 
iii. !• 



LESSON n. 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MABT. 

1. At Nazareth, one 'of the smallest towns in 
Galilee, dwelt a young girl of poor and obscure 
condition. Although descended from the royal 
house of David, she gained her livelihood by 
the work of her hands. She was afiSanced to 
a poor carpenter named Joseph, who, like her- 
self, served God faithfully. Destitute of earthly 
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possessions, but rich in spiritual treasures, 
that is, in virtues, she united profound humi- 
Kty with unspotted innocence. Her name was 
Maby. 

2. Like the rest of her nation, she awaited, 
and ardently desired, the Eedeemer's coming. 

One day, as she was alone in her chamber, 
occnpied, no doubt, in prayer, the same angel 
who had been sent to Zachary appeared sud- 
denly before her, and, in a voice of celestial 
sweetness, saluted her, saying : " Hail, full of 
grace ! The Lord is with thee. Blessed art 
thou among women ;" words still continually 
used by the Church in the prayer, ** Hail 
Maby.'' 

3. The Holy Virgin was disturbed at the 
angel's words, and pondered on the meaning of 
such a salutation, but the heavenly spirit re- 
assured her. ** Fear not, Mary," he said, " for 
thou hast found grace with God. Thou shalt 
bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His 
name Jesus," which signifies Redeemer or 
Saviour, 

*' Thy Son shall be great, and He shall be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne of David 
His father; He shall reign in the house of 
Jacob for ever, and of His kingdom there shall 
be no end." 

Mary asked, " How shall this be done ?" 
And the angel answered, " The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Most High shall overshadow thee. And ther*^ 
fore also, the Holy which shall be born of t> 
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shall be called the Son of God. And behold 
thy cousin Elizabeth — she also shall have 
a son in her old age, because no word shall be 
impossible with God." 

4. Mary bowed her head in humble submis- 
sion, and from the fulness of her grateful 
hearty exclaimed, ^'Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord. Be it done to me according to thy 
word.** And the angel departed. Thus did 
the celestial ambassador announce the near ap-* 
proach of Him whom patriarchs and prophets 
had seen but dimly from afar ; and thus was 
the purest and the most humble of the daugh- 
ters of Juda selected as the mother of the 
world's long-expected Messiah. 

5. We should not limit ourselves to mere 
admiration of the wonderful life of Mary, but 
endeavour, with God's grace, to imitate her in- 
comparable humility, submission and faith. 
She doubted not for a moment the angel's 
words, incomprehensible as they must have ap- 
peared to her. She submitted unconditionally 
to the will of God, as made known to her from 
on high. She experienced no transient emo- 
tion of vanity at finding herself chosen to be 
the mather of the Saviour whose reign shall 
know no end. 

In these virtues we should try to copy her at 
an humble distance. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Relate the history of the Blessed Virgin's 
life, before the angel's visit* 
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2. In what words did the angel salute Marjr ? 

3. How did he reassure her ? 

4. How did Mary manifest her submission to 
God's will ? 

5. What effect should her example produce 
on us? 

" I am the flower of the field, and the lily of 
the valleys.'' — Canticle of Canticles, ii. 1. 

" As the lily among thorns, so is My beloved 
among the daughters." — Ibid. 2. 

" Thou art all fair, O My beloved, and there 
is not a spot in thee.'* — Ibid. iv. 7. 

" Who is she that goeth up by the desert, as 
a pillar of smoke, of aromatical spices, of 
myrrh, and frankincense, and of all the pow- 
ders of the perfumes T* — Ibid. iii. 6". 



LESSON ni. 
Mary's visit to her cousin Elizabeth. 

1. No sooner had the angel vanished than 
Mary departed in haste for the hilly country, 
where dwelt her cousin Elizabeth, to whom she 
was anxious to offer her congratulations on the 
joyful event announced to her by heaven's mes- 
senger. 

After a journey of three days, she arrived at 
the dwelling of Elizabeth, who no sooner heard 
her voice, than, inspired by the Holy Ghost, 



8 SOBIPTUBE LESSONS. 

she exclaimed : " Blessed art thou among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb !" 
words adopted by the Church in the second 
part of the " Hail Mary.'' 

'* Whence," Elizabeth continued, " is this to 
me, that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me ? Blessed art thou that hast believed, 
because those things shall be accomplished that 
were spoken to thee by the Lord.*' 

2. Mary was astonished at hearing the title 
of Mother of God applied to her. Knowing 
that the Almighty alone could have revealed to 
Elizabeth the mystery announced by the angel 
Gabriel, her heart overflowed with holy joy, 
and, in a transport of gratitude, she poured 
forth her thanks to God in the following beau- 
tiful canticle, known as the Magnificat. 

** My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

** Because He hath regarded the humility of 
His handmaid ; for behold from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed. 

''For He that is mighty hath done great 
things for me ; and holy is His name. 

" And His mercy is from generation to 
generation, to them that fear Him. 

''He hath shewed might in His arm; He 
hath scattered the proud in the conceit of their 
heart. 

" He hath put down the mighty from their 
seat, and hath exalted the humble. 

" He hath filled the hungry with good 
^hings : and the rich He hath sent empty 
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That is, He has bestowed His graces on 
those who petitioned for them, while He has 
left the prond destitute of them. 

" He hath received Israel His servant, being 
mindful of His mercy. 

" As He spoke to our fathers ; to Abraham 
and to his seed for ever." 

3. Mary remained about three months with 
Elizabeth. They were unwilling to part, so 
happy were they in praising and blessing God 
together. 

4. On the occasion of Mary's visit, Eliza- 
beth learned, by the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, that her youthful relative was destined 
for a dignity far superior to her own ; but the 
discovery excited no other emotion than that of 
lively joy. 

We should learn from her example to wish 
well to each other with great earnestness and 
sincerity, and never to admit a feeling of envy 
within our hearts. 

QUESTIONS. 

1, Relate the history of Mary's visit to Eliza- 
beth. 

2. In what canticle did Mary pour forth her 
thanks to God ? 

8. How long did Mary remain with her 
cousin ? 

4. What useful example does Elizabeth give 
us? 

" Drop down dew, ye heavens, from dbot 
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fare, and withheld from him wine and all strong 
liquor. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Was the prediction of the angel to Zachary 
fulfilled? 

2. How did Zachary make known the name 
by which he desired that his son should be 
called ? 

8. What was the first use that Zachary made 
of his recovered speech ? 

4. What did he say to his son in particular ? 

5. How did John grow up ? and what did his 
parents withhold from him in obedience to the 
commands of the angel ? 

" Before I formed thee in thy mother^ s womh, 
I knew thee ; and before thou earnest forth, I 
sanctified thee, and made thee a prophet unto 
the nations.*' — Jeremiah, i. 5. 



LESSON V. 

BIRTH OP OUR DIVINE LORD. 

1. Meanwhile, Joseph, the afiSanced husband 
of Mary, knew nothing of the things which had 
come to pass, as the Holy Virgin, believing, 
doubtless, that it belonged not to her to disclose 
the secrets of Heaven, had not informed him of 
the apparition of the angel, nor of the promises 
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that had been made to her in the name of the 
Lord. 

It pleased God, however, to reveal the mys- 
tery to Joseph, in a dream. 

An angel of the Lord appeared to him, whilst 
he slept, and addressed him in these words, — 
*' Joseph, son of David, take unto thee Mary, 
thy affianced wife. She is the Mother of the 
Son of God ; and that Son shall be called Jesus, 
for He shall save His people from their sins." 

2. Joseph obeyed the commands of the 
angel — he became the guardian and protector of 
the Holy Virgin, and they dwelt at Nazareth, 
in perfect peace, their minds unceasingly occu- 
pied with the contemplation of the marvellous 
designs of Providence over them ; and their 
lives innocent and holy as those of Heaven's 
angels. 

3. Whilst Mary and Joseph thus awaited the 
accomplishment of God's promises, it happened 
that an edict was published by Augustus CsBsar, 
the .emperor of Rome, under whose dominion 
the Jews had fallen, enjoining that all his sub- 
jects should get their names enrolled in a public 
register, and that each should repair, for this 
purpose, to the city to which his family be- 
longed. 

Although Joseph and Mary occupied an ob- 
scure position, they belonged to the royal race 
of David ; it was therefore necessary that they 
should repair to Bethlehem, the cradle of their 
line. In their circumstances, and at an incle- 
ment season, such a journey presented many 
difficulties, but they prepared, without a mr 
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mur, to obey the emperor's mandate, and at once 
set out for Bethlehem. 

4, It was late when they reached the city, 
and numbers had already arrived there for the 
purpose of being enrolled. 

Joseph vainly sought a lodging where he and 
}iis holy charge might pass the night ; but he 
was everywhere repulsed, and could find no 
shelter. 

Night was closing in — every door was shut 
against the saintly couple — they were overcome 
with fatigue ; but, instead of murmuring, they 
submitted cheerfully to God's will, and pursued 
their way in the hope of finding an asylum. 

Outside the town, was a cave used by the 
shepherds of the neighbourhood, as a stable for 
their cattle. 

Here did Joseph and Mary take shelter at 
last, and in this miserable cave was born Jesus 
Christ, the Son of the Most High God ! 

Mary wrapped the Divine Infant in swaddling 
clothes, and laid Him in the manger, no other 
cradle being within her reach. 

Thus, in the middle of the winter night, in a 
poor stable, destitute not only of pomp and 
luxury, but of the commonest comforts of ordi- 
nary life, was. born the world's Redeemer, four 
thousand years after He had been promised to 
Adam and Eve. 

It was the will of His Father that His lot 
should be cast in poverty and obscurity, con- 
trary to the expectations of earthly-minded men, 
but in entire accordance with the divine predic- 
tions. 
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5. From this most wondrous mystery we 
learn that all the pomp of this world is of no 
Talne in the sight of God, and that, in the 
kingdom which Christ came on earth to estab- 
lish, virtue and holiness constitute the only 
true glory. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What did the angel reveal to Joseph in his 
dream ? 

2. Did Joseph obey the commands of the 
angel ? 

8. Why did Mary and Joseph go to Bethle- 
hem ? 

4. Where was our Saviour born ? 

5. What lesson may we learn from the cir- 
cumstances of His birth ? 

^' Beholdy a Virgin shall conceive, and shall 
hear a Son, and His Name shall be called 
Emmanuel, that is God with us.'* — Isaiah, 
vii. 14. 

^^ For while all things were in quiet silence, 
and the night was in the midst of its course, 
Thy Almighty Word leaped down from Heaven, 
from Thy royal throne.'' — Wisdom, xviii. 
14, 15. 

" And thou^ Bethlehem Ephrata, art not the 
least among the princes ofJuda : for out of thee 
shall He come forth unto me that is to be the 
Ruler in Israel, and His going forth is from the 
beginning y from the days of Eternity." — Mich 
V.2. 
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LESSON VL 

THE 8HEPHEBDS AT THE CRIB. 

1. The night was far advanced, and all the 
inhabitants of Bethlehem were buried in sleep. 
Only a few poor shepherds were still in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flocks. They 
were good and holy, like the youthful David, 
who, in former days, had tended sheep, as they 
did now in these valleys. 

As they watched their flocks, through the 
long winter night, sheltered only by the vast 
canopy of heaven, there appeared suddenly in 
the midst of them an angel of the Lord. 

A heavenly light surrounded them, and they 
were seized with a great fear. 

But the angel said to them, " Fear not, for I 
am come to bring you tidings which shall be to 
you, and to all people a cause of great joy. 
This night is born to you in the city of David, 
a Saviour, who is Chbist the Lord. 

" And the sign by which you shall know 
Him is this : you will find an Infant wrapped 
in swaddling-clothes, and laid in a manger." 

2. As soon as the angel had finished speak- 
ing, he was joined by an innumerable multi- 
tude of heavenly spirits, who praised God, and 
sang the canticle which we call Gloria in Ex- 
celsis, and which is recited at Mass. 

" Glory be to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace to men of good will." 
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The shepherds^ who had never seen or heard 
anything so wonderful, were transported with 
joy and astonishment. 

8. As soon as the Angels had disappeared, 
the shepherds said amongst themselves, ** Let 
us go to Bethlehem, and let us see what has 
come to pass, which the Lord has shewed to 
us." 

They hastened thither, and sought the Gave, 
where they found Joseph and Mary, and, with 
them, the Infant in the Crib. They approached 
the Divine Child in silence and holy awe— gazed 
on Him with respect and love, and prostrated 
in adoration before Him. 

Mary and Joseph were astonished at finding 
that the birth of the Bedeemer was already 
known to men, and they rejoiced to learn from 
the shepherds that it had been announced to 
them by messengers from heaven. They 
praised the Lord with glad and grateful 
hearts. 

The shepherds departed, glorifying God for 
all that they had seen and heard. And all to 
whom they related what had passed wondered 
at those things that were told them by the 
shepherds. But Mary kept all these words^ 
pondering them in her heart. 

Let us, like Mary, ponder in our hearts this 
sacred history. Those who are of good-will 
may well rejoice at it, for to them is peace and 
salvation in Jesus Christ. 

4. It pleased God to reveal the birth of His 
Son, in the first instance, to poor shephel^ds. 
Passing by the wealthy and the great, He 

2 
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rewarded the &ith of the poor and humble of 
hearty who did not hesitate to believe the words 
of. His Angels ; and He granted to them (the 
privilege of being the first to behold the 
Saviour of the world. 

6. The poor and lowly should recollect that 
theirs is the station which the Child Jesus 
chose in preference to all others, and, for His 
sake, should try to esteem it, and to bear its 
privations with patience at least, if not with 
joy. 

6. The Church celebrates every year, on 
Christmas Day, the Festival of the Nativity, 
or Birth of our Divine Lord. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. In what words did the Angel announce to 
the shepherds the birth of our Divine Lord ? 

2. What Canticle was sung by the Angels ? 
8. What did the shepherds do when the 

Angels left them ? 

4. Why was the birth of our Saviour 
announced, in the first instance, to the poor? 

5. What should be the great consolation of 
those who endure the ills of poverty ? 

6. What Festival do we celebrate every year 
in honour of the birth of Christ ? 

*' A Child IB born to ns, and a Son is given 

jUir-and His name shall fcecaZied Wonderful, 

tjLoE— God the Migbty— */ie Fatheb op 

'3LD TO COME— TBiiPniNCE OF PeACB." 
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*^ And they shall turn their swords into 
plough-shares, and their spears into sickles. 

"Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation J' — Isaiah ii. 4. 



LESSON vn. 

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD IN THE 
TEMPLE. 

1. It was customary amongst the Jews to 
name their children eight days after their birth. 
On the eighth day^ thereforOi after His Nativity, 
the Son of Mary was called Jesus, that is to 
say, Saviour, as had been announced by the 
Angel before His birth; and this Festival is 
celebrated with us on the first day of January, 
or New Year's Day. 

On the fortieth day after His Nativity, He 
was carried to the Temple, to be offered to the 
Lord, as the Law of Moses prescribed. 

Mary, who, as the Mother of Ood, might 
have considered herself exempted from such 
observances, obeyed the precept of the law with 
the most perfect humility. How deep must 
have been her respect, and how great her 
gratitude, as she entered the Temple of God, 
bearing in her arms the Ditine Infant who wad 
to be offered within those sacred walls to His 
Heavenly Father ! 

Majy did not neglect the offering ordained 
by the Law, but brought to the priests the giff- 
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of the poor — a pair of turtle-doves. Her 
poverty did not admit of her oflfering a lamb, 
as was usual with those of a wealthier class, 
but her gift, trifling as it was, was presented 
with that good- will which renders the smallest 
sacrifice acceptable to God. 

2. The people, and even the priests, who 
were present when Joseph, and Mary carried the 
Child Jesus into the Temple, saw Him without 
suspecting that this Infant, whom they scarcely 
noticed, was the long-promised Messiah. Their 
hearts were not sufSciently pure to be 
enlightened by Divine Grace. It pleased God 
to make Him known to very few amongst the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

3. There was, in that city, a venerable old 
man, named Simeon, who had led a virtuous 
life, and whose only aim was to please and 
serve God. He lived in the expectation of 
Him who was to be the salvation of Israel, and 
the Bedeemer of mankind. 

The Holy Ghost, who dwelt in his pure 
heart, had revealed to him that he should not 
die until he had seen the Messiah, and every 
day, he prayed that the promise might be 
accomplished. 

Joseph and Mary were still in the Temple 
with the Divine Child, when Simeon came 
thither, led by the Holy Spirit. As soon as 
he perceived the Infisoit, he recognized in Him 
the long-promised and ardently desired 
Saviour. 

He took Him in his arms, and, in a transport 
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of holy joy, exclaimed,' with eyes uplifted to 
heaven — 

"Now Thou dost dismiss Thy servant, 
Lord, according to Thy word, in peace ; 

"Because my eyes have seen Thy salva- 
tion, 

" Which Thou hast prepared before the face 
of all people : 

" A light to the revelation of the Gentiles, 
and the glory of Thy people Israel." 

This Canticle, called the Nunc Diinittis, or 
Song of Simeon, is recited in the office of the 
Church, after Complin. 

The old man then turned to Mary, and look- 
ing on her with mingled joy and sadness, said, 
"This Child is set for the fall and for the 
resurrection of many in Israel, and for a sign 
which shall be contradicted. 

"And thy own soul a sword shall pierce, 
that out of many hearts, thoughts may be 
revealed.'* 

4. These words signified that, of those who 
should afterwards hear the doctrine of Christ, 
miany, following the Divine inspirations, would 
serve and love Him; whilst others, again, 
hardening their hearts, and refusing to be con- 
verted, would hate Him, and despise His 
words. 

5. By the concluding sentence, Simeon 
prophesied to Mary the grief she should feel at 
witnessing the sufferings of her Son in His 
Passion. 

6. Whilst Simeon was still speaking, he w 
joined by a holy widow named Anna. She ' 
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very aged, and her husband having died seiren 
years after their marriage^ she had remained a 
widow until the age of eighty-four, servingf 
God day and night, in prayer and fasting. 

God had ordained that, before her death, sZie 
also should have the consolation of beholding 
the Expectation of Nations. She joined. 
Simeon in praising the Lord, and spoke of the 
Holy Infant to those who, like herself, expected 
the redemption of Israel. 

?• God loves to manifest Himself to those 
who, like Simeon and Anna, seek Him with 
upright hearts. 

8. The Festival of the Presentation in the 
Temple is celebrated on the Day of the Purifi- 
cation of the Blessed Virgin. 

It is sometimes called Candlemas Day, as 
the faithful, on that Feast, bear lighted candles 
in their hands during the Procession, in honour 
of our Saviour, who was the Light of the 
world, having first appeared in the Temple on 
that day. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How did Mary give us an example of 
obedience to the Law of God ? 

2. Why did not the priests and people 
recognize the Divine Child ? 

8. What were Simeon's words ? 

4. What did he mean by saying that our 
Lord would be a cause of contradiction ? 

5. What did he foretel by the words, " Thy 
own soul a sword shall pierce ?" 
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6. Who was Anna ? and what great happiness 
did it please God to grant her ? 

7. What lesson may we learn from the 
history of Simeon and Anna ? 

8- On what Festival do we celebrate the 
Presentation of our Lord ? and why do wa 
carry lighted candles in the Procession on that 
day? 

" And presently, the Lord, whom you seek, 
and the Angel of the Testament whom yow 
desire, shall come to His Temple.'* — Malachias 
iii. 1. 



LESSON vni. 

THE ADORATION OF THE WISE MEN. 

1. The long-expected Messiah had at length 
appeared on earth ; but only a few pious souls 
rejoiced at His birth, whilst the greater num- 
ber of the inhabitants of Judea were ignorant 
of the great things that had come to pass. 

A time arrived, however, when it pleased 
God to reveal more widely the advent of His 
Son. 

2. Three men of learning and of high sta- 
tion called Kings or Magi, came to Jerusalem 
from a distant country, situated in . the direc- 
tion of the rising sun. 

They entered the city, asking, "Where is 
the new-born King of the Jews? We hav« 
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seen His star in the East, and are come to 
adore Him." 

The arrival of the three wise men, as well as 
the nature of their enqniry, caused great as- 
tonishment throughout the city. King Herod 
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

8. The aged monarch trembled lest he him- 
self should be dethroned ; for he believed, in 
common with all the Jews, that the Messiah 
was to be an earthly kiug, although the pro- 
phets had expressly foretold that His condition 
should be one of poverty and obscurity. 

Our Divine Lord Himself declared con- 
stantly that His kingdom was not of this 
world. 

As no one could reply to the question of the 
Wise Men, Herod assembled a council of the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, and he 
asked them, "Where is the Christ to be 
born ?" 

At this time, and for many centuries after, 
the art of printing was unknown, and the few 
books that were used were written by hand. 
The scribes were writers who were employed to 
copy the Holy Scriptures. 

The council replied that, according to the 
prophets, Bethlehem was to be the birth-place 
of the King of the Jews. 

^^ And thou, Bethlehem,^^ had the prophet 

Micheas written, " art not a little one among 

the thousands of Juda: out of thee shall come 

forth the Captain that shall rule my people 

Israel.'* 

4. Then Herod, having secretly summoned 
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the Wise Men, enquired at what time they had 
seen the star ; and, having learned it, he 
directed them to Bethlehem, desiring that 
when they had found the Child, they should 
bring him word, so that he also might come 
and adore Him. But he had no intention of 
doing this ; having, on the contrary/ resolved to 
seek the child secretly, and have Him put to 
death. 

5. The Wise Men, having received the 
king's directions, set out, the same night, for 
Bethlehem, which is only a few leagues dis- 
tant from Jerusalem. As soon as they had 
left the city, the thick clouds which, until then, 
had darkened the heavens, dispersed, and the 
star which they had seen in the east re-ap- 
peared, beautiful and brilliant as before. 

It moved forward as far as the place where 
the Divine Infant lay, and there it stopped* 

Entering, they found Jesus, with Mary, His 
Mother, and prostrating before Him, they 
adored Him. They then displayed their trea- 
sures and oflfered Him gifts, — gold, frankin- 
cense, and myrrh. Their hearts overflowed 
with joy at sight of the Child, and with grati- 
tude to God, who had guided them to His 
feet. 

6. At length they retired to rest, intending 
to return, at break of day, to Herod, and in- 
form him of their success. But God, who 
knew the wicked designs of the king, warned 
them, in a dream, not to return to Jerusaler 

They obeyed, and, praising God, ' 
another way into their own country. 
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7. We shonld learn, from the example of the 
Wise Men, fidelity to grace, and obedience to 
the will of God, by whatever means He may 
please to make it known to us. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What means did God employ to manifest 
the birth of His Son to the Gentiles ? 

2. In what words did the Wise Men enquire 
for the Child? 

8. Why was King Herod alarmed ? 

4. What was his secret intention ? 

5. How did the Magi reach their destina- 
tion? 

6. Why did they not return to King Herod ? 

7. What may we learn from this history ? 

*^ A star shaU arise out of Jacob, and a 
sceptre shall spring up from Israel" — ^Num- 
bers xxiv. 17. 

" Arise, be enlightened, Jerusalem, for thy 
light is come, ami the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee. 

** And the Oentiles shall walk in thy light, 
and kings in the brightness of thy rising. 

''All they from Saba shall come, bringing 
gold and frankincense." — Isaiah Ix. 1-3. 
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LESSON IX. 

THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. 

1. Herod awaited impatiently the return of 
the wise men, hut, finding at length that he 
had heen deceived, he became furious, and 
cruelly ordered that all the male children in 
Bethlehem and its environs should be massa- 
cred ; believing he could thus ensure the death 
of the Child he so much dreaded. 

2. But God, who knows all things, can read 
the hearts of wicked men, and when it so pleases 
Him, can prevent the success of their designs. 

An angel appeared to Joseph in his sleep, 
and said to him, ''Arise, and take the Child 
and His Mother, and fly into Egypt, and be 
there until I shall tell thee ; for it will come to 
pass that Herod will seek the Child to destroy 
Him." 

Joseph arose instantly, took the Child and 
His Mother, and, under cover of the night, fled 
with them into Egypt. 

8. It was doubtless a severe trial thus to 
depart in haste for a foreign country, of which 
they knew neither the language nor the cus- 
toms, and where they might even find it diflS- 
cult to earn a subsistence. But God had so 
ordered ; and Joseph and Mary obeyed, not only 
with submission, but with gratitude towards 
Him who watched over and protected them. 
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4. In Egypt, the Divine Child was safe. But 
the executioners despatched by Herod arrived 
at Bethlehem, armed with glittering swords, 
and, forcing their way into the houses, they 
slaughtered all the male children of two years 
old, and under. The innocent little ones were 
torn from their mothers' arms, and stabbed 
before their eyes. The shrieks of the distracted 
parents mingled with the cries of the terrified 
children, and nothing was heard but lamenta- 
tion and wailing. 

After this massacre, which is celebrated by 
the Church on the festival of the Holy Inno- 
cents, the wicked Herod thought that his crown 
was quite secure. But his sword had not 
reached the Child Jesus in Egypt ; and a few 
years after these sanguinary murders, he lost 
his life, and with it, that throne for which he 
had sacrificed so many innocent beings. 

5. After the death of Herod, the angel ap- 
peared again to Joseph, in Egypt, and said to 
him, ''Arise, take the Child and His Mother, 
and go into the land of Israel, for they are dead 
that sought the life of the Child." 

They set out on their return, but, on the 
frontiers of Israel, Joseph was again directed, 
in his sleep, to repair to Galilee, a province of 
Judea. 

6. Thus, after a long absence, Joseph and 
Mary returned to Nazareth, where they dwelt in 
seclusion, working for their support, and for 
that of the Divine Child entrusted to their 
care. And the grace of God was with them. 

7. As Joseph and Mary suffered many hard* 
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ships and contradictions for the sake of their 
beloved charge, so do your parents endare 
much pain, and undergo much anxiety on your 
account. 

Seek, then, to imitate our Divine Lord, and, 
like Him, to reward their solicitude with affec- 
tion and obedience. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What cmel order did Herod issue to 
ensure the death of the Infant Saviour ? 

2. How did God overthrow his design ? 

3. In what dispositions did Mary and Joseph 
set out on their toilsome journey ? 

4. What took place at Bethlehem ? 

5. When did the Holy Family return to 
Nazareth ? 

6. What was their mode of life there ? 

7. What lesson should children, in-particular, 
learn from this history ? 

" A voice was heard on high of lamentation, 
of mourning, and weeping, of Rachel weeping 
for her children, and refusing to be comforted 
for them, because they are not.** — Jeremiah, 
xxxi. 15. 

*^ Then the Lord shall ascend upon a swift 
cloud, and shall enter into Egypt; and the idols 
of Egypt shall be moved at His presence.** — 
IsaiaJb, xix. 1. 
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LESSON X. 

JESUS IN THE TEMPLE. 

1. Our Lord continued to reside with His 
parents at their humble dwelling at Nazareth. 
He was filled with divine grace, and already 
manifested the Heavenly Wisdom which resided 
within Him. 

2. Joseph and Mary went every year to Jeru- 
salem, to celebrate the festival of the Passover, 
as the law of Moses ordained. 

When Jesus had attained the age of twelve. 
He accompanied them thither. Although the 
journey was long and fatiguing, He undertook 
it joyfully, and, on arriving at Jerusalem, He, 
like other children, joined the throng who came 
to adore Ood in the temple. 

The days of the festival being accomplished, 
Joseph and Mary set out for Nazareth, but Jesus 
remained. 

His parents were not at first aware of His 
absence, believing that He was with some ef 
their friends or kinsfolk. They travelled thus 
during an entire day, but, on the approach of 
evening, they sought Him amongst tiieir fellow 
travellers, and, not finding Him, they became 
painfully anxious, and returned to Jerusalem, 
vainly seeking Him on the way. 

3. At length, on the third day, they entered 
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the temple, and there they found the Divine 
Child, seated in the midst of the doctors of the 
law, listening to them, and asking them ques- 
tions, whilst all those who he&rd Him wondered 
at His wisdom and His words. 

Joseph and Mary were astonished at finding 
Him thus occupied, and His Mother, whose 
affliction had been very great during the three 
previous days, said to Him — 

"My Child, why hast Thou done so to us? 
Thy fether and I have sought Thee sorrow- 
ing." 

4. Then Jesus, for the first time, spoke as 
the Son of God. " Why did you seek me ? Did 
you not know that I should be about the con- 
cerns of My Father ?" Thus giving them to 
understand, that Ood was His real Father. 

From Jerusalem, Jesus returned with His 
parents to Nazareth, and there recommenced 
His life of labour and submission. 

5. The history of this period is all comprised 
in these few words — 

" He went down with them to Nazareth, and 
was subject to them.** 

6. Children should reflect often on these 
words. They should endeavour to resemble 
Jesus, who, particularly in this instance, con- 
stituted Himself their model. 

They should imitate, in all things, His 
docility and submission to His parents. 
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QUESTIONS. 

1. What does the Holy Scripture relate of the 
early years of our Saviour ? 

2. Why did Mary and Joseph go every year 
to Jerusalem ? 

. 8. Where did the Blessed Virgin find the 
Holy Child ? and how was He engaged amidst 
the doctors ? 

4. What answer did He give to His Mother ? 
and what are we to infer from it ? 

5. What words contain the entire history of 
the Childhood of Jesus ? 

6. By whom, in particular, should these 
words be chosen as a rule of life ? 

'^Rejoice and praise, thou habitation of 
Sion : for great is He that is in the midst of 
thee, the Holy one of IsraeV — Isaiah, xii. 6. 

** 7, the Lord, have called thee in justice, 
and taken thee by the hand, and preserved 
thee, 

** And I have given thee for a covenant of 
the people, for a light of the Gentiles.'' — Isaiah, 
xlii. 6. 
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LESSON XI. 

SAINT JOHN IN THE DESEBT. 

1. Years passed on, and as the time drew 
near when the Saviour was to manifest Him- 
self to the world, and enter publicly on the 
great work of the redemption of mankind, 
John, whom the angel had announced before 
his birth as the Precursor of Christ, began to 
prepare the Israelites for the coming of the 
Saviour. 

John, like his Divine Master, had spent the 
years of his youth in silence and seclusion — he 
had even gone forth from his father's house, 
and dwelt in the desert, in order the better to 
fit himself for his mission. 

2. He wore a garment of camel's hair, with 
a leathern girdle : his food was wild honey and 
a species of fruit called the locust. His drink 
was water, and a cavern in the rock served him 
for a dwelling. 

At length the time came when he received 
God's command to preach, and great multi- 
tndes thronged to hear him. 

3. He said to them, *' Do penance, for the 
kingdom of heaven," — that is to say, salvation 
through Jesus Christ — "is at hand" — thus 
teaching that, without repentance, no one can 
draw near. to God. 

4. Then John went out from the desert, and 
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repaired to the banks of the Jordan, where he 
began to baptize. 

Those who were struck with his discourse, 
and sincerely anxious to be converted, went 
into the river, where John poured water on 
their heads, thus signifying that they should 
be inwardly cleansed from sin. 

The preaching of John caused a great sensa- 
tion throughout all the country; not only those 
who dwelt near the banks of the Jordan, but 
nearly all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 
even of Judea, crowded to hear him, and many 
l^ere baptized, and confessed their sins. 

5. Amongst those who came to recewe bap- 
tism, were some wicked people who had not 
repented of their sins, and who only presented 
themselves through curiosity or hypocrisy. 

But John addressed them with severity, and 
said, " Ye race of vipers, who hath showed 
you to flee from the wrath to come ? Bring 
forth, therefore, fruit worthy of penance, and 
think not to say within yourselves. We have 
Abraham for our father. For I tell you that 
God is able of these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. For now the axe is laid to the 
root of the trees. Every tree therefore that 
doth not yield good fruit shall be cut down and 
cast into the fire.'' 

6. Many were struck with his words, and 
asked him what they should do to produce 
good fruits. 

John answered, '' Let him who has two coats 
give to him that has none ; and he that hath 
food let him do in like manner." 
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7- There were also present publicans, or 
persons who collected the taxes : and also sol- 
diers—and these said to him, "Master, what 
shall we do Y' 

John said to the first, " Do nothing more 
than that which is appointed to you." And to 
the soldiers he said, *' Do violence to no man, 
neither calumniate any man, and be content 
with your pay." 

8. These and other similar discourses ex- 
cited in the hearts of those who heard them a 
strong desire to be converted, and to behold the 
promised Saviour; and they imagined that 
John was perhaps himself the Christ. 

But John, replying to their thoughts, and 
not wishing to be looked upon as the Redeemer, 
addressed them thus : "I baptize you with 
water ; but there shall come One mightier than 
I, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy 
to loose : He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire : Whose fan is in His 
hand, and He will cleanse His floor, and will 
gather the wheat into His bam, but the chaff 
He will burn with unquenchable fire." 



QUESTIONS. 

1. How did John the Baptist prepare for his 
mission ? 

2. What was his mode of life in the 
Desert ? 

8. What did he say to those who soughf 
him? 
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4. To what ceremony did he require them to 
submit ? 

5. What did he say to hypocrites ? 

6. What to those who were sincerely anxious 
to be converted ? 

7. What did he say to the publicans, and the 
soldiers ? 

8. How did he undeceive those who believed 
him to be the Messiah ? 

" A voice of one crying in the desert : 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

" Make straight in the wilderness the paths 
of our Ood.** — Isaiah xl. 8. 



LESSON XII. 

BAPTISM OF OUB LORD. 

1. Whilst the people crowded round John to 
be baptized, our Lord, who was then thirty 
years of age, and who bad hitherto resided at 
Nazareth with His Blessed Mother and St. 
Joseph, assisting them in their daily labours, 
left His home, and repaired to the banks of the 
Jordan, where He sought baptism at the hands 
of John. 

When John the Baptist — so called because 
he administered baptism — saw the Bedeemer 
approaching, he advanced to meet Him ; and, 
stopping Him as He was about to enter the 
river^ said to Him with deep respect: ^'I 
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onght to be baptized by Thee, and comest Thoa 
to me ?" 

Jesus answered; '' Suffer it to be so now, 
for so it becometh us to fulfil all justice :" 
whieh signified — It is thus that I must set an 
example of submission to the Divine institu* 
tions. John, seeing that such was the will of 
our Lord, no longer opposed Him. 

2. When Jesus had been baptized, He came 
forth out of the Jordan, and prayed. At that 
moment, the heavens opened over His head, 
and the Holy Ghost descended visibly upon 
Him in the form of a dove, whilst a voi<3e was 
heard, which said ; 

" This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.^* 

Thus was Jesus solemnly recognized as tho 
Son of God, and His mission declared by His 
Heavenly Father. 

8. Then Jesus, led by the Holy Spirit, 
retired into the most secluded part of the 
Desert^ where He was surrounded with wild 
rocks and barren mountains. And in this 
fearful solitude He spent forty days and forty 
nights, preparing Himself by meditation, 
prayer and fasting, for the great work of the 
world's redemption. 

4. When Jesus had fasted forty days and 
forty nights. He became hungry, and the devil 
sought Him in the Desert that he might tempt 
Him. 

He approached with feigned respect, and, 
standing before Him, said ; 
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" If Thon be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread." 

Then Jesus, who would not break His fast, 
replied to the tempter : 

"It is written : Not by bread alone doth 
man live, but by every word that cometh out of 
the mouth of God.^* 

Satan now ventured on another temptation. 
He led Jesus up into a very high mountain, 
from which He could see, as in a painting, all 
the kingdoms of the world. He pointed them 
out to our Lord in all their glory and magnifi- 
cence, and was so daring as to say to Him, 
" All these will I give unto Thee, if, falling 
down. Thou wilt adore me." 

But Jesus answered him : " It is written ; 
Thou shalt adore the Lord thy God, and Him 
only shalt tJwii serve.** 

Satan, who would not be repulsed, now tried 
another form of temptation. He carried our 
Lord to Jerusalem, and set Him on a pinnacle 
of the Temple. Then, using, in imitation of 
Christ, the words of Scripture, he said: "K 
Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down 
from hence, for it is written : He hath given 
His Angels charge over thee, and in their 
hands they shall bear thee up, lest thou dash 
thy foot against a stone*** 

And Jesus answered him with the same 
simplicity as before : 

"Begone, Satan, for it is written: Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.** 

At these words, the demon departed, and 
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immediately^ Angels came and ministered to 
our Lord. 

Thus, unnecessarily to risk life, in the hope 
of miraculous help from God, is a grievous sin. 

5. If we wish to he the disciples of Christ, 
we must repel all temptations, having recourse 
to the word of God. 

6. We must pray continually for strength to 
vanquish them, and shun the society of those 
whose counsel or example would he likely to 
lead us into sin. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What did John say to our Lord when He 
presented Himself to be baptized ? and what 
reply did Jesus make ? 

2. What occurred after His baptism ? 

8. Why did Jesus retire into the desert ? 

4. What were the temptations of our Lord ? 
and how did He vanquish them ? 

6. What may we learn from the history of 
the temptations of Christ ? 

6. What society should we avoid ? 

^' Every valley shall be exalted, and every, 
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the 
crooked shall become straight, and the rough 
ways plain. 

''And the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh together shall see that the 
mo^th of the Lord hath spoken'' — Isaiah xl. 
4,6. 
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"ffe hath given His AngeU charge over 
thee, to keep thee in aU thy ways, 

*' In their hands they shall hear thee up, 
lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.** — 
Psalm xc. 11, 12. 



LESSON xm. 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN. 
JESUS GALLS HIS DISCIPLES. 

1. On leaving the Desert, Jesus once more 
approached the river Jordan, where He fouud 
John surrounded, as before, by a great multi- 
tude. 

And John, seeing Jesus, said, with solemnity 
mingled with holy joy ; " Behold the Lamb of 
God : Behold Him who taketh away the sins of 
the world. This is He of whom I sa:d : 
There cometh after me One who is prefenred 
before me, because He was before me." 
' 2. These words, " Behold the Lamb of G^d," 
conveyed an allusion to the meekness, innocence 
and patience of our Divine Lord : and they 
also signified that He had come to be sacrificed 
as a Lamb, for the salvation of a sinfal world. 

John also related the wonderful events whish 
had taken place at the Baptism of Jesus, and 
all who heard were astonished. 

The next day, Jesus again passed near the 
^aUi and John» seeing Him> said once mare 
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io two of his disciples who accompanied hi^i, 
"Behold the Lamb of God." 

8. These words inspired the disciples with 
the desire to know Jesus^ and they followed 
Him slowly and timidly. When they came 
near Him, they trembled, and dared not speak. 
Then Jesns taming and seeing them, londly 
asked what they sought. They answered, 
*' Master, where dost Thou dwell?" and He 
said to them, " Gome and see." 

They joyfully accompanied Him ; saw where 
He dwelt, and remained with Him all that day 
until evening. 

One of these disciples, like the Baptist, was 
named John — this is he whom we call St. John 
the Evangelist — and the other was Andrew. 
Both became Apostles, and continued to be 
friends of our Lord. 

4. Andrew had a brother named Simon; 
and he hastened to take him the good tidings ; 
" We have found," said he, " the Messiah" — 
that is, the Ghbist — and he led Simon tc 
Jesus. 

Jesus looked upon him, and, to show that 
He had already chosen him. He said, " Thou 
art Simon, the son of Jona ; but henceforward* 
thou shalt be called Peter." By these words, 
Jesus, the Divine Master, received Peter 
amongst His Disciples. 

6. The word disciple signifies one who is 
taught by a master. The Disciples followed 
Jesus, accepting His doctrine, and believing in 
Him. 

We should make every possible effort tr 
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obtain instrnction in our holy religion. We 
Bhould value it, and endeavour to comprehend 
it. We should beg of God to enlighten our 
minds, and He will not reject our prayer. 

The following day, Jesus being on the way 
to Galilee, met Philip. Our Lord, who knew 
the thoughts and desires of all men, saw that 
Philip had a pure heart. He therefore said to 
him, " Follow me." Philip was attracted by 
the Divine meekness of the Saviour, and 
became, from that hour, the most zealous of 
His Disciples. 

6. Philip had a friend named Nathanael, 
who also lived in the fear of God, and ardently 
desired to see the promised Messiah, of whom 
these two friends must often have conversed 
together. Philip hastened to relate to him his 
meeting with Jesus. 

In the course of that day, Nathanael had 
spent several hours under a fig-tree. Thid 
time must have been of great, importance to 
him. The Sacred History does not say in what 
manner, but it is probable that there, alone 
with God, he bad prayed in the silence of the 
morning, and had expressed his desire to see 
the Saviour of the world. He quitted the fig- 
tree, on seeing Philip approach. The latter, 
transported with joy, exclaimed — "We have 
found Him whom Moses and the Prophets have 
announced — Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of 
Joseph." Nathanael, too hasty in his judg- 
ment, rejoined, " Can anything good come 
from Nazareth ?*' 

7. This he said because Nazareth was a small 
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and insignificant town, from which no great 
prophet had ever arisen. Philip, whose heart 
burned with heavenly love, said, *'Come and 

And Nathanael went with him that he might 
judge for himself. 

8. When Jesus saw Nathanael coming, He 
said, ** Here is a true Israelite, in whom there 
is no deceit." 

Nathanael, surprised, asked Him, ''How then 
dost Thou know me ?" 

9. But Jesus, fixing on him a look^ which 
must have penetrated the inmost recesses of 
his heart, said to him, ** Before Philip called 
thee, when thou wert under the fig-tree, I saw 
thee." 

10. Nathanael was astonished, for he knew 
that no one had seen him under the fig-tree. 
Supernatural light suddenly beamed on his 
soul ; and, understanding that He who spoke 
to him was the One who knows all things, he 
exclaimed with awe ; " Master, Thou art the 
Son of God, the King of Israel !" 

Jesus answered him ; " Because I said to 
thee : when thou wert under the fig-tree, I saw 
thee : thou dost believe. Greater things than 
that shalt thou see." 

The pure and upright of heart approach 
. spontaneously to Jesus. He accepts their 
good will, and rewards it. 

11. Let us, like Nathanael, hasten to seek 
the Lord, as soon as He has made Himself 
known to us. 
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Let it be said of us, *' These are true Chris- 
tians, in whom there is no deceit." 



QUESTIONS. 

1. How did John point ont Jesns to the 
people ? 

2. What was signified by the words, ** Behold 
the Lamb of Ood ?" 

8. Who were the first Disciples of Jesus ? 
4. How did Simon become a Disciple ? and 
what name did Jesus give him ? 
,6. What is the meaning of the word disciple f 

6. What did Philip say to his friend 
Nathanael ? 

7. Why did Nathanael speak with contempt 
of Nazareth ? 

8. What did Jesus say of Nathanael? 

0. How did Jesus prove to Nathanael that 
He knew all things ? 

10. In what words did Nathanael confess 
Christ ? 

11. How should we endeavour to resemble 
Nathanael ? 

" The Lord is good to them that hope in 
Him, to the soul that seeketh Him. 

** It is good to wait with silence for the 
salvation of Ood. 

^* It is good for a man when he hath home 
the yoke from his youth.'' — Lamentations of 
Jeremiah, iii. 25, 27* 
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LESSON XIV. 

THE MABBIAQE OF OANA. 

1. Three days after, there was a marriage at 
Gana, a small town of Gtililee, and, as the 
Mother of onr Lord was there, it is probable 
that the persons married were her relatives, or 
at least her intimate friends. On the same 
day, Jesns also came to Cana, and being 
invited, with His disciples, to the marriage 
feast, He accepted the invitation. 

2. It wonld appear that the bride and bride- 
groom were not wealthy, for the wine failed 
before the conclusion of the entertainment; 
which the Mother of Jesns perceiving, she said 
to her Divine Son, '* They have no wine." 
But Jesns answered her, ''Woman, what is 
this to Me and to thee ? My hour is not yet 
come." 

These words signified that the time fixed for 
proving His Divinity by miracles had not yet 
arrived. Nevertheless, He meant to anticipate 
that time at the request- of His Blessed Mother, 
and she must have understood that such was 
His intention, for she said to the attendants, 
" Whatsoever He shall say to you, do ye." 
Now there were, in the hall where the guests 
were assembled, six large stone jars, in which 
the water required for the use of the house was 
usually kept. These vessels contained e 
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two or three measures. Jesus said to the 
attendants, ** Fill the waterpots with water.'* 

And they filled them to the brim. 

Then He said to them, " Draw out now, and 
carry to the chief steward of the feast." 

And they carried it to him. 

The steward tasted the water, and found that 
it had been changed into delicious wine. 

Not knowing what had taken place, he was 
at a loss to understand whence it came; but 
the servants who had drawn the water knew it 
well. Galling the bridegroom, he said to him, 
" Every man at first setteth forth good wine, 
and when men have well drunk, then that 
which is worse, but thou hast kept the good 
wine until now." 

8. The bridegroom was astonished at the 
remark, and by questioning the attendants, he 
and his guests discovered what had taken place. 
Struck with admiration at so wonderful a 
miracle, they returned thanks to Jesus, and 
acknowledged that God's power was revealed 
through Him. 

This was the first public miracle of our 
Lord; it served to manifest His power and 
goodness, and to confirm the faith of His 
disciples. 

4. We should consider as addressed to our- 
selves the words of our Blessed Lady, *' what- 
soever He shall say to you, do y€.'* 

We should love Mary with all our hearts, 
and endeavour to secure her intercession with 
*vine Son. 
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QUESTIONS. 

1. Where did Jesus work His first miracle ? 

2. For what purpose ? and at whose inter- 
cession ? 

8. What impression did it make on those 
who were present ? 

4. W^hat words of our Blessed Lady should 
we consider as addressed to ourselves ? 

" Lordy Thou art my God, I will exalt Thee, 
and give glory to Thy name ; for Thou hast 
done wonderful things. 

** Because Thou hast been a strength to the 
poor, a strength to the needy in his distress : a 
refuge from the whirlwind — a shadow from the 
heat" — Isaiah xxv. 1. 4. 



LESSON XV. 

JBSUS DRIVES THB MONEY-CHANGBBS OUT OF 
THB TEMPLE. 

1. The Feast of the Passover was now at 
hand, and a great multitude of people, includ- 
ing all the inhabitants of Judea, and many 
strangers from the surrounding countries, 
assembled at Jerusalem to adore God in His 
Temple. Jesus also went thither with His 
disciples. 

2. The Temple was a magnificent buil*'' 
the entrance to which was through three 
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courts. The first, or onter conrt, open to 
Pagans as well as Jews, had been converted to 
profane ases, and served, at this time, as a 
market-place, where the animals destined for 
the sacrifices were bought and sold. 

On entering this court, our Divine Lord was 
struck with the noise and tumult which per- 
vaded it. He found Himself surrounded by- 
herds of cattle, fiocks of sheep, and dealers in 
doves ; and, on every side. He saw the tables of 
money-changers, or men who gave small change 
for gold and silver coins. He was deeply- 
grieved at witnessing so much irreverence in 
file House of God. 

8. Taking from one of the stalls a packet of 
little cords. He made of them a scourge or 
whip, and with this, drove out of the Temple 
the oxen and sheep together with their owners. 
He also overturned the tables of the money- 
changers, so that the coins rolled on the 
ground, and to those who sold doves. He said, 
*^ Take these things hence, and make not the 
house of My Father a house of traffic. It is 
written, ' My house shall be called the house of 
prayer, but you have made it a den of 
thieves.' " 

Hardened as these men were, they yielded to 
the awe inspired by His words, and unresist- 
ingly departed. In a few moments, the crowd 
of buyers and sellers had dispersed, and silence 
and tranquillity reigned once more in the holy 
place. 

Such was the power which Jesus exercised 
even over the most hardened minds. 
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The majesty of Divine Wisdom was mani- 
fested in Him, and none could doubt that He 
was greater than ordinary human beings, and 
spoke with the authority of God. 

4. When all had left the court of the 
Temple, and Jesus stood alone in His Majesty 
amid its solemn silence, the priests approached 
Him, and asked, ** What sign dost Thou show 
nnto us, seeing Thou dost. these things ?'* He 
answered in the striking words — ** Destroy this 
Temple, and in three days, I will raise it up." 

5. In these words, Jesus alluded to His 
body, which He justly styled the Temple of the 
Deity ; but the priests, misunderstanding Him, 
supposed that He spoke of the material Temple 
before their eyes, and contemptuously answered, 
" Six-and-forty years was this Temple in 
building, and wilt Thou raise it up in three 
days ?" And they left Him in anger. 

But what Jesus said of the destruction of 
the Temple related to His death ; and the 
promise to rebuild it in three days referred to 
His resurrection. 

6. This was the only occasion on which our 
liord, generally so indulgent and merciful to 
sinners, displayed anger and indignation; 
from which we learn how much God is offended 
by those who do not respect the Sabbath, or 
who behave irreverently in the Churches set 
apart for His worship, 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Why did Jesus go to Jerusalem ? 

2. What took place in the court of the 
Temple ? 

4 
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8. How did Jesus treat those who bought 
and sold there ? 

4. What question did the priests ask Jesus ? 
and what was His reply ? 

5. How did the Jews interpret His words ? 
and what was their true signification ? 

6. What inference should we draw from our 
Lord's indignation on this occasion ? 

'^ I will go unto the altar of God: to God 
who givethjoy to my youth,^* — Psalm xlii. 4. 

"For better is one day in Thy courts than 
thousands in the tabernacles of sinners.'' — 
Psalm Ixxxiii. 11. 

'* The zeal of Thy house hath eaten me wj}," 
— Psalm, Ixviii. 10. 



LESSON XVL 

THE SAMARITAN WOMAN. 

1. In returning from Jerusalem to Nazareth 
our Divine Lord passed near a city o^ Samaria, 
called Sichar — the ancient Sichem. This was 
the part of the country given by Jacob to his 
son Joseph, and a well, called Jacob's Well, 
was still to be seen near the city. 

Wearied with His journey, Jesus sat by the 
well, whilst His disciples went into the city to 
purchase provisions. As He sat there alone, a 
Samaritan woman came from the town to draw 
water from the well. 

An enmity of long standing existed betwee^ 
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the Jews and the Samaritans ; they did not 
salute each other, and nothing coald have 
induced a Jew to drink from the same vessel 
with a Samaritan. 

2. Jesus disapproved of these uncharitable 
feelings. He condemned heresy and sin, but 
He showed mercy and compassion to those who 
had had the misfortune to fall into error. 

Influenced by these kind feelings, He mildly 
said to the woman, " Give Me to drink." 
Surprised at the affability of His manner, she 
said, ** How dost Thou, being a Jew, ask of me 
to drink, who am a Samaritan woman?" 

8. Jesus answered, " If thou didst know who 
He is that saith to thee, ' Give Me to drink,* 
thou wouldst, perhaps, have asked of Him, and 
He would have given thee living water." The 
woman, not comprehending Him, replied, 
'* Sir, Thou hast no vessel, wherein to draw, 
and the well is deep — from whence couldst 
Thou have that living water? Art Thou 
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the 
well, and who drank of it himself?" 

But Jesus, continuing to speak in the same 
strain, said, " Whosoever drinketh of this 
water shall thirst again ; but he that shall 
drink of the water that I will give him shall 
not thirst for ever — the water that I will give 
shall become in him a fountain of water, spring- 
ing up into life everlasting." 

These words signify that, as a person suffer- 
ing from thirst longs for refreshing water, so 
every one not completely abandoned by G 
feels a desire to serve Him, and to lead a li"" 
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holiness and pdace. And this spiritual thirst 
it is which our Lord here promises to satisfy 
hy His doctrine, and the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit. He wishes to create in oar hearts an 
inexhaustible fountain of truth, holiness, and 
joy. What more can we desire ? 

4. To bring this poor sinner to the know- 
ledge of the truth, our Lord revealed to her 
His acquaintance with faults she had committed, 
and of which He could not possibly have heard. 
Surprised and troubled at finding that the 
secrets of her soul were known to this stranger, 
she felt as if she were standing before the 
judgfnent-seat of the All-seeing God ; and, in 
her confusion and repentance, declared her 
persuasion that Jesus was a Prophet. She 
then remarked, ^' Our fathers adored on this 
mountain, and you say that at Jerusalem is the 
place where men must adore ;" thus implying, 
without exactly expressing, her wish to know 
which was right. 

Jesus answered, *' Woman, believe Me, that 
the time cometh when you shall neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem adore the Father. — 
The hour cometh, and is already come, when 
the true adorers shall adore the Father in spirit 
and in truth. It is thus that the Father 
seeketh to be adored, for God is a Spirit." 

From these sublime words, we learn that the 
soul of man is the true temple of the Divinity, 
where, within ourselves, we are to adore the 
Omnipresent God. Also, that our interior 
homage to God must proceed from sincere 
minds and upright hearts, and produce pon- 
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formity between our sentiments and oar conduct, 
without which we cannot flatter ourselves that 
we adore the Lord in truth. 

The Samaritan woman said to Him, "I 
know that the Messiah cometh, (who is called 
Christ) ; when He is come, He will tell us all 
things." 

5. Jesus said to her, ^' I am He, who now 
speak to thee." 

Transported with joy at the words, she left 
her pitcher by the well, and hastened into the 
city, announcing to those she met that she had 
seen the Christ, and that He was still near the 
well. The Samaritan woman had the happi- 
ness of being the first to hear, in clear and 
decided words, from the lips of Jesus Himself, 
that He was the Messiah. Whilst He was still 
speaking, His disciples returned from the city 
with the provisions which they had purchased, 
and they prayed Him to eat, but He said to 
them, " My meat is to do the will of Him that 
sent Me, that I may perfect His work." Our 
Divine Lord's mind was so much occupied with 
the desire of our redemption that He could 
not, at that time, think of the necessities of 
His Body. Those who wish to be His disciples 
should place the desire of pleasing Him before 
all earthly concerns and interests. 

6. Meanwhile, the Samaritans, having heard 
what the woman related concerning Jesus, 
hastened from the city to meet Him, and begged 
of Him to remain with them for a time. He 
stayed two days to preach to them the word of 
God, and many believed in Him. 
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7. Blessed are those who, althongh they have 
not seen Him, yet believe in Him, love Him, 
and obey Him ! 

QUESTIONS, 

1. Where did Jesns meet the Samaiitan 
woman ? 

2. How did He address her ? 

3. What conversation followed ? 

4. How did our Lord show her that He knew 
all things ? 

5. To whom did He first declare Himself 
plainly to be the Messiah ? 

6. Did many of the Samaritans believe in 
Him? 

7. What lesson may we learn from this 
history ? 

" You shall draw waters with joy out of the 
Saviour's fountains. And you shall say in that 
day : Praise ye the Lord, and call upon His 
Name: make His works known among the 
people : remember that His Name is high.*' — 
Isaiah, xii. 8, 4. 



LESSON XVII. 

FIRST PREACHING OF OUR LORD AT NAZARETH. 

1. Jesns returned to Nazareth, where He had 
spent the greater part of His private life ; and, 
according to His custom, He entered the 
Synagogue on- the Sabbath day. The word 
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Synagogue signifies assembly; and it was so 
called because the Jews assembled there every 
week on the Sabbath, as we assemble on 
Sundays in our churches. 

When the congregation had all arrived, Jesus 
rose, to signify that He meant to read on that 
day, and the book of Isaias the Prophet was 
presented to Him. He opened it at the page 
where the Prophet describes some of the 
characteristics of the Messiah, and He read 
Aloud the following passage : — 

" The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me — 
wherefore He hath anointed Me to preach the 
Gospel to the poor — He hath sent Me to heal 
the contrite of heart ; to preach deliverance to 
the captives^ and sight to the blind : to set at 
liberty them that are bruised; to preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
reward.** 

"When Jesus had read these words, He closed 
the book, handed it to the priest who presided 
ip the Synagogue, and then sat down, the eyes 
of all present being fixed Upon Him. 

2. Then He began to say to them, " This 
day, the Scripture which you have just heard is 
fulfilled." And He explained how the words He 
had read applied to Himself. 

Let us also ponder on these words of the 
Prophet for our instruction, seeing in Jesus 
the All-merciful Saviour of whom Isaias 
declared that He came to preach deliverance to 
the captives and sight to the blind. Let us 
value the treasure we possess in Him, whose 
every word and action during His life on ea^ 
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proYBS that He has hoih the po^^r ^J the 

^U to free us from the slavery of sm to beal 

the contrite of heart, and to preach the day oj 

reward, or eternal happiness. ^^«„^nt 

4. Whilst Jesus was speaking, all present 

gave testimony to Him, and listened eagerly to 

the words of salvation that flowed from His 

lips. But feeUngs of envy soon arose m tHeir 

hearts, and they hegan to think, ^\ How can the 

poverty and obscurity of this individual be 

allied to power so great ? If He really posses- 

BOS the authority He pretends to, why does He 

not exert it to improve His own condition, or to 

benefit His fellow-citizens ?" , . i. ♦ 

5. But Jesus, who saw into their hearts, 
explained to them that it was because of their 
unbelief that He worked no miracle amongst 
them. '* No prophet," said He, " is accepted 
in his own country. There were many widows, 
in the days of Elias, in Israel, when there was 
a great famine in all the earth, and yet, Ekas 
was not sent to any one of them, but to a 
widow woman of Sarephta in Sidon. And 
there were many lepers in Israel in the time of 
Eliseus the Prophet, and yet, not one of them 
was cleansed, but Naaman, a Syrian." 

6. At these words, the Jews in the Syna- 
gogue were filled with anger : they would not 
allow Him to say more, but rose tumultuously, 
and put Him out of the city. They even led 
Him to the summit of the hill, on which the 
city was built, with the intention of castiDg 
Him down from it. But when they had 
reached the brink of the precipice, Jesus 
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tnmed^ and passing through the midst of them, 
departed unhnrt. Thus did the unhappy 
Nazarites wilfully reject the grace of salvation 
presented to them through the teaching of our 
Divine Lord. We should carefully guard 
against their errors — ^their inconstancy — their 
wilful blindness — and their ingratitude to the 
Heavenly Master who had endeavoured to 
instruct and enlighten them. We should never 
slight the admonitions of the wise directors 
who point out our faults in order to assist us in 
correcting them. In disregarding their reproofs, 
we, like the inhabitants of Nazareth, reject our 
salvation. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What passage in the Book of Isaias did 
Jesus read in the Synagogue at Nazareth ? 

2. How did He explain it ? 

3. How should we apply it to ourselves ? 

4. What effect had His discourse on the 
Nazarites ? 

6. Why did He not work miracles in their 
city? 

6. How did they treat Him ? 

7. How did He escape from them ? 

" But the wicked are like the raging sea, 
which cannot rest, and the waves thereof cast 
up dirt and mire. 

*' There is no peace to the wicked, saith the 
Lord God.'*— Isaiah, Ivii. 20, 21. 
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From that time forth, onr Lord trayelled 
from place to place, and from one city to 
another, healing the sick, and instracting the 
ignorant. Like John, He exhorted all to do 
penance because the kingdom of heayen was at 
hand, and He spoke as One anned with the 
power and authority of God. 

7. Let us labour as assiduously and as 
perseyeringly as Peter. Let us, like him, have 
confidence in God ; and He who miraculously 
blessed the labours of the Apostle will also 
grant to ours a blessing and a crown. 

8. Peter's mother-in-law gives us, in this 
instance, an example of zeal and gratitude which 
we should not pass unnoticed, arising, as soon 
as the fever had left her, to minister to the 
wants of our Lord and His disciples. 

QT7E8TIONS. 

1. Why did Jesus teach the people from a 
ship? 

2. What command did He give to Peter ? 

3. How did Peter express his astonishment 
at the miraculous draught of fishes ? 

4. What did our Saviour mean by saying 
that His disciples should catch men ? 

5. What miracle did our Lord work in 
favour of Peter's mother-in-law ? 

6. How did Jesus heal the sick ? 

7. For what may they hope who labour vrith 
assiduity and perseverance ? 

8. Wliat should we learn from the example 
of Peter's mother-in-law ? 
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^'Behold the Lord God shall come with 
strength, and His arm shall rule : Behold His 
reward na with Him, and His work is before 
Him. 

** He shall feed His flock like a Shepherd : 
He shall gather together the lambs with His 
arm, and shall take them up in His bosom.^* — 
Isaiah xl. 10, 11. 



LESSON XIX. 

CURB OP THE centurion's SERVANT. — THE 

widow's son raised to LIPB. 

1. Whilst Jesus remained at Gapharnaum, 
He went to the Synagogue, according to His 
custom, on the Sabbath-days, and there taught 
the people. And those who heard Him were 
astonished at His wisdom, and His learning ; 
aud all loved Him for His goodness of heart, 
and His compassion for the sick and infirm, 
whom He sent away healed and consoled. 
There were brought to Him every day, the 
deaf, the blind, and the paralytic, and He cured 
them all. 

The oity was guarded by a troop of Boman 
soldiers, commanded by an officer styled a 
Centurion. A servant of his, to whom he was 
much attached, falling dangerously ill, he came 
to seek our Divine Lord, and endeavoured to 
excite His compassion by saying, " Lord, my 
servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, and i 
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grievonsly tormented." And Jesus said to him, 
*' I will go and heal him." 

2. And the Centurion answered Himf saying, 
''Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldst 
enter imder my roof, hut only say the word, 
and my servant shall be healed. For even I, 
who am myself subject to the authority of 
another, do not so ; I give orders to my soldiers 
and my servants, and they are obeyed. I say 
to one, ' Go,' and he goeth — ^and to another, 

* Come,* and he cometh — and to my servant, 

* Do this,' and he doeth it." By this reply, 
the Centurion meant to signify that, as Jesus 
was the Sovereign Lord and Master, He had 
only to say a word, in order to ensure the 
accomplishment of His wishes. 

8. It is not wonderful that our Lord should 
have manifested His approval of this man's 
confidence in His power and will to assist him 
— a confidence the more admirable, as the 
Centurion was a Pagan, or one to whom the 
knowledge of the true God had not been 
revealed. 

4. Therefore Jesus said to those who followed 
Him, " Amen, I say to. you, I have not found 
BO great faith in Israel," (that is to say, 
amongst the Jews.) " And I say to you that 
many pagans shall come from the east and 
from the west, and shall enter, because of their 
faith and confidence, into the kingdom of 
heaven, whilst many of the Jews shall be 
condemned because of their incredulity." 

5. Jesus then turned to the Centurion, and 
said to bim, '' Go, and as thou hast believed, 
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SO be it done to thee ;" and the servant was 
healed at the same hour. 

6. Soon after this, Jesus went into a city 
called Nairn, accompanied by His disciples, and 
a great multitude. And coming near the gate 
of the city. He was met by a funeral procession, 
bearing to the grave a young man who was the 
only son of his mother, and she was a widow ; 
and great numbers were with her. 

And when the Lord saw her. He had com- 
passion on her, and He said to her, '^ Weep 
not." 

And He came near, and touched the bier : 
and the men who were carrying it stood still ; 
and He said, ** Young man, I say to thee, 
arise !" 

And the young man that was dead sat up^ 
and began to speak ; and He restored him to 
his mother. 

7. And all feared and praised God, saying, 
** A great Prophet has risen up amongst us, 
and God has visited His people.'* And His 
fame went abroad throughout all the country. 

8. We may learn from the history of the 
Centurion a lesson of lively faith, of firm 
confidence, and of true humility. 

We should also consider the interest he 
takes in the welfare of his servant, and be 
careful, like him, to treat with deference and 
consideration all those who occupy a position 
inferior to our own. We should recollect that 
they, like ourselves, are the children of God, 
and made to His likeness; that they are, 
equally with us, heirs to the kingdom o^ 
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heaven; that they have been redeemed with 
the Blood of Christ, and made the temples of 
the Holy Ghost. 

If we bear these things in mind, we shall 
never be tempted to treat those whom the world 
calls our inferiors with contempt or unkind- 
ness. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Why did the Centurion seek our Divine 
Lord? 

2. How did he express his confidence in the 
power of the Saviour ? 

8. What is a Pagan ? 

4. What did Jesus say of Pagans, and of 
the unbelieving Jews ? 

5. Was the Centurion's prayer granted ? 

6. Relate the history of the widow's son. 

7. What effect had this miracle on the 
people ? 

8. How should we imitate the Centurion ? 

" Without faith, it is impossible to please 
Ood.*' — Hebrews, xi. 6. 

" Say to the faint-hearted : Take courage, 
and fear not : Ood Himself wiU come, and 
will save you. 

" Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped ; 

" Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb shall be free.'' — 
Isaiah, xxxv. 4, 6. 
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LESSON XX, 

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 

1. Jesus seeing a great mnltitnde thronging 
round Him, He went up into a mountain, and 
as soon as His disciples had joined Him, He 
addressed the listening crowd, commencing His 
Divine instructions by showing them, that man 
should regulate his estimate of earthly happi- 
ness entirely with reference to the influence 
that happiness may exercise on his well-being 
in the future never-ending state. Viewed in 
this light, happiness^ in the worldly meaning of 
the word, will be found widely difierent from 
that to which Jesus, the Eternal Wisdom, ap- 
plied the term. 

** Blessed," He said, " are the poor in spirit; 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 

'' Blessed are the meek, for they shall possess 
the land." 

*' Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall 
be comforted." 

"Blessed are they that hunger and thirst 
after justice, for they shall be filled." 

"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy." 

'•Blessed are the clean of heart, for they 
shall see God." 

"Blessed are the peace-makers, for they 
shall be called the children of God." 
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*' Blessed are they that suffer persecation for 
justice' sake> for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven." 

" Blessed are ye" — and here our Lord par- 
ticularly addressed His disciples — ^* Blessed are 
ye when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and speak all that is evil untruly against 
you for My sake. 

"Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is very 
great in heaven. For so they persecuted the 
prophets that were before you." 

2. These heavenly maxima are commonly 
called the eight Beatitudes. 

8. Let tis try to understand their meaning, 
and consider who those are whom Jesus declares 
Blessed : 

** The poor in spirit," or humble-minded, 
who pride themselves neither on their know- 
ledge, their talents, or their riches. 

" The meek," who by their gentle forbear- 
ance, gain all hearts, and thus cut off the root 
of contests and dissensions, that fruitful source 
of misery. 

" They that mourn," because temporal 
afflictions endured with resignation, lead to 
God, and become a means of salvation. 

" Those who hunger and thirst after justice," 
that is those who ardently desire truth and 
virtue, for which the soul thirsts as naturally, 
as the body seeks corporal sustenance. 

" The merciful," that is the tender-hearted, 
who are ever ready to forgive offences ; ever full 
of pity for the suffering ; ever eager to relieve 
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the poor as far as possible. To these God will 
show mercy, as they have shown it to others. 

" The clean of heart," that is those who not 
only aY( id the commission, bat reject even the 
thought of evil. Such he irts are a holy sanc- 
tuary in which God delights to dwell. 

" The peace-makers,'* or peaceful, because 
those who are at peace with God, their neigh- 
bour, and themselves, enjoy true happiness 
even here below, 

" They who suffer persecution for justice' 
sake," that is, those who are persecuted by the 
wicked, on account of their faithful observance 
of the law of God. 

If we love these divine maxims, bear them 
constantly in mind, and endeavour to put them 
m practice, we shall most surely find them a 
source of solid happiness, according to the 
promise of our divine Lord. 

QTJBSTIONS. 

1. By what doctrine hitherto unknown to 
men, did Jesus commence His Sermon on the 
Mount ? 

2. What are these heavenly maxims called ? 
8. Explain the meaning of each. 

" Oet thee vp upon a high mountain, thou 
that bringest good tidings to Sion : lift up thy 
voice with strength thou that bringe$t good, 
tidings to Jerusalem : lift it up, fear not. Say 
to the cities of Jada, Behold your God.**^-- 
Isaiah xl. 9. 



66 SCBIPTUBE LESSONS. 

" Now therefore, ye children, hear me. 
Blessed are they tJiat keep my ways. Hear 
instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. He 
that shall find me, shall find life, and shall have 
salvation from the Lord.'' — Proverbs viii. 82, 
33, 35. 



LESSON XXI. 

CONTINUATION OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 

1. Speaking of the Law of Moses, given to 
the Israelites in the desert, our Lord con- 
tinued ; — 

'^ Think not that I am come to destroy the 
Law or the Prophets ; I am not come to 
destroy, but to fulfil,** that is, to bring them to 
perfection. 

• " I say to you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, no point of the law shall pass till all be 
fulfilled. And he that shall break one of these 
least commandments, shall be called the least 
in the kingdom of heaven." 

2. " Unless your justice exceed that of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven." The Pharisees were a 
sect among the Jews, who made open profession 
of particular piety, and performed certain good 
works, but who under the show of sanctity 
concealed minds and hearts corrupted and 
hardened by pride and hypocrisy. Therefore it 
was that our Lord frequently censured them in 
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His discourses to the people. The Scrihes 
were the interpreters of the sacred Books, and 
generally belonged to the sect of Pharisees. 
" You have heard," continued Jesus, ** that it 
was said to them of old, ' Thou shalt not kill, 
and whosoever shall kill, shall be punished by 
the judges' — but I say to you that whosoever is 
angry with his brother, shall incur the same 
penalty. 

4. " If therefore thou offer thy giffc at the 
altar, and there remember that thy brother hath 
anything against thee, leave there thy gift before 
the altar, and go first and be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then thou shalt offer thy gift." 

5. " Love your enemies ; do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for those who persecute 
and calumniate you, that you may be the 
children of your Father who is in heaven, who 
maketh His sun to rise upon the good and the 
bad, and raineth upon the just and the 
unjust." 

Oar divine Master also recommended that we 
should avoid law- suits and contentions; and 
forbade revenge and all feelings opposed or 
injurious to mutual brotherly love. He added, 
**If you love only them that love you, what 
reward will you have? Do not even the 
pubUcans the same ?" — The publicans were 
men who led wicked lives. — ** And if you 
salute your brethren," that is your relatives, 
" only, what do you more ? Do not also the 
heathens this ? Be you therefore perfect, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect." 

6. Jesus also entered into an explanation of 
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some others among the commandments. Thus* 
He not only forbade acts, but even every 
thought or look contrary to the holy virtue of 
purity. 

7. He taught, that not satisfied with avoid- 
ing dishonesty, the Christian must give to him 
that asks him, and not turn away from him 
that would borrow. 

8. And again, that it is not sufficient to 
refrain from false testimony and unjust oaths, 
but that we must never swear at all, except in 
case of necessity, and must ever regulate our 
words according to exact truth. "Let your 
speech," He said, " be yes or no, and whatever 
is beyond these is of evil." 



QUESTIONS. 

1. What did our Lord say about the fulfil- 
ment of the Law ? 

2. What is to be the fate of those whose 
justice or religion does not exceed that of the 
Scribes and Pharisees ? 

8. What is said of those who are angry with 
their neighbour ? 

4. How did our Lord exhort us to be recon- 
ciled to our enemies ? 

5. What did He say of the love we should 
have for them ? 

6. What looks and thoughts did our Lord 
forbid ? 

7. How did He exhort us -to charity ? 

8. Is it allowable to swear ? 
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** Thus saith the Lord thy Redeemer, the 
holy One of Israel : I am the Lord thy God 
that teach thee profitable things, that govern 
thee in the way that thou walkest. O that thou 
hadst hearkened to my commandments; thy 
peace had been as a river, and thy justice as the 
waves of the sea.'* — Isaiah xlviii. 17, 18. 



LESSON XXIL 

CONTINUATION OP THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 
INSTRUCTION ON PRAYER AND GOOD WORKS. 

1. "Take heed," said our Lord, "that you 
do not your good works before men, to be seen 
by them ; otherwise you shall not have a 
reward of your Father who is in heaven. 
Therefore when you give alms, sound not a 
trumpet before you that you may be honoured by 
men. Let not your left hand know what your 
right hand doth, that your alms may be in 
secret, and your Father who seeth in secret 
will reward you." 

2. " And when you fast, be not as the 
hypocrites, sad ; but anoint your head and 
wash your face, that you may not appear to 
men to fast, but to your Father who is every 
where present, and your Father who seeth in 
secret will reward you." 

" And when yon pray, enter into your chamber 
and shut the door, and pray to your Father if 
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seorety and your Father who seeth in secret 
will reward you." 

" And when you are praying, speak not much 
as the heathens do, who think they shall be 
heard by speaking much. Be not therefore 
like to them, for your Father knows what is 
needful for you before you ask Him," 

8. ** Therefore you shall pray thus : Our 
Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, And forgive our debts, as we also 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen," 
\Yhidi last word signifies, " So be it." 

'* If you will forgive men their oflFences, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you your 
offences. But if you will not forgive those who 
have injured you, neither will your Father for- 
give your sins." 

" Do not gather up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, but lay up treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust can consume, and where 
thieves cannot break through and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also. 

4. '' You cannot serve two masters, God and 
Mammon," or the idol of riches. *' Therefore I 
say to you. Be not solicitous for your life, what 
you shall eat," — that is, so far as to forget the 
concerns of your soul, — "nor for your body, 
what you shall put on." 

" Is not the life more than the food, and the 
l^dy more than, the raimeat ? And your Father 
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who has given you life knows what is needful 
for you." 

5. " Look at the birds of the air ; they 
neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
not you of much more value than they?" 

**Look at the lilies of the field, how they 
grow ; they labour not, neither do they spin ; 
and yet I say to you that not even Solomon in 
all his glory was arrayed as one of these." 

"If then God doth so clothe the grass of 
the field, which is to-day, and to-morrow is 
cast into the oven, how much more you, ye 
of little faith!" 

6. **Seek then first," or above all things 
" the Kingdom of God and His justice, and all 
these things shall be added unto you." 

This discourse is particularly addressed to 
those who make the accumulation of riches the 
great object of their existence. Labour is not 
however forbidden by it ; on the contrary, our 
Divine Model has Himself left us an example of 
diligence, and we find industry recommended, 
all through the holy Scriptures. 



QUESTIONS. 

1. What did our Lord say of alms-giving? 

2. What of fasting and prayer ? 

8. What prayer did He give as a model ? 

4. How did He exhort us to lay aside need- 
less anxiety about our temporal wants and tQ 
place our confidence in God ? 
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5. What comparison did He draw between 
us and the birds of the air ? 

6. What promise did He make to those who 
should seek first the Kingdom of God ? 

" Can a mother forget her infant, so as not 
to have pity on the son of her womb ? And if 
she should forget, yet will I not forget thee.'* — 
Isaiah xlix. 15. 



LESSON XXIII. 

CONCLUSION OP THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 

Our Lord concluded His discourse with the 
following precepts. 

1. ** Judge not, that you may not be judged. 
Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. 
With what measure you mete, it shall be 
measured to you again. 

" Why do you see the mote in your neigh- 
bour's eye, while you see not the beam that i« 
in your own eye ? Take first the beam out of 
your own eye, and then you shall see to cast 
the mote out of your neighbour's eye." 

This signifies that we are often blind to our 
own great faults, while clear sighted to the 
imperfections of our neighbour, and that we 
should be careful to correct ourselves, before 
we venture to censure others. 

2. ** All things that you would wish others 
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to do to you, do you also to them, for such ia 
the law and the prophets." 

3. " Strive to enter by the narrow gate, for 
the wide gate and the broad way lead to per- 
dition ; and there are many who enter by these. 
The narrow gate, and the strait way, on the 
contrary, lead to eternal life, but there are few 
who find them." 

4. " Beware of false prophets," or impostors, 
" who come to you in the clothing of sheep, 
but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You 
shall know them by their fruits," — that is by 
their works. 

6. " Not those who say to me, 'Lord, Lord,* 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he that 
doth the will of my Father who is in heaven, 
he shall .enter into the kingdom of heaven." 
To those who have swerved from this one and 
only rule of holiness, I will say, on the day of 
final judgment, ** Depart from me, all you that 
work iniquity." 

6. Jesus having concluded His Divine in- 
structions. His hearers were struck with 
astonishment and admiration. Never had they 
heard teaching like His : never had the Scribes 
and doctors of the law addressed them in such 
a strain. 

7. He spoke to them as one having authority, 
and it was evident from the style of His preach- 
ing, that He was destined first as the Teacher, 
and afterwards as the Judge of men. Impressed 
with holy awe, the listening multitude main- 
tained a respectful silence, and suffered none 
of the words of life to escape them. 
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The instructions of our Divine Redeemer on 
that occasion were likewise intended for our 
benefit ; happy then shall we be if we conform 
our lives to His heavenly precepts. On the 
fulfilment of His adorable will, and not on vain 
learning or frail riches, does our eternal salva- 
tion depend. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How did Jesus censure those who con- 
demn the faults of others, while blind to their 
own? 

2. What rule of charity did He prescribe ? 

8. How did He signify that the road to 
salvation is a difficult one ? 

4. What did He say of false prophets ? 

5. Who are those who shall enter the king- 
dom of heaven ? 

6. What effect did these instructions pro- 
duce on the hearers ? 

7. How did His teaching differ from that of 
the Scribes and Pharisees ? 

*^ Why do you spend money for that which 
ii not hrtadj and your labour for that which 
doth not satisfy you ? Hearken diligently to 
me^ and eat that which is good, and your soul 
WiaW be dtUghted.''—IsBLiBh Iv. 2. 
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LESSON XXIV. 

THE DAUGHTEB OF JAIRUS RAISED TO LIFE. 

1. One day when Jesus sat at table at the 
house of Matthew, who before his call to join 
the disciples of the Bedeemer, had been a 
tax-gatherer, there came to Him a Buler of the 
synagogue named Jairus, whose only daughter, 
a child about twelve, was then dangerously ill. 
And he fell at our Lord's feet, and besought 
Him, saying, "Lord, my daughter is dying, 
but come, lay Thy hand upon her and she shall 
live." 

Jesus arose and followed the ruler, accom- 
panied by His disciples and a crowd of people 
who pressed around Him. 

2. Among this crowd was a woman who had 
been ill for twelve years, and who after consult- 
ing a great number of physicians, and spending 
all she possessed in searching for health, had 
only become worse from day to day. She came 
behind Jesus and touched the hem of His 
garment, saying to herself, ** If I can but touch 
the hem of His garment I shall be healed." 
And in fact, her faith and confidence were 
rewarded by immediate recovery. She imagined 
that the miracle was a secret to all but herself, 
but nothing can be concealed from God, as 
Jesus clearly proved to her, by turning round, 
and enquiring who had touched Him ? No 
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one replied, and the disciples merely remarked, 
"Master, the multitudes throng and press 
Thee, and dost Thoa say, Who is it that 
touched Me ?" 

But Jesus repeated, '' Some one has touched 
Me, for I know that a miraculous virtue has 
gone forth from Me." And He looked around 
for her who had touched Him, and who was 
already clearly present to His All-seeing eye. 
Finding that she could not conceal herself from 
Jesus, she tremblingly advanced and fell at His 
feet, acknowledging that it was she who had 
touched Him, and declaring that she had been 
immediately cured. Jesus looking at her com- 
passionately, said, in a tone of extreme kind- 
ness, '' Take courage, daughter ; thy faith hath 
made thee whole ; go thy way in peace." And 
the woman returned home full of joy and in 
perfect health ; her fjEuth and humility had been 
rewarded. 

8. While Jesus was still speaking, the 
servants of the Buler of the Synagogue came 
to inform the bereaved father that he need 
trouble the Master no farther, his daughter 
having just expired. The Ruler was over- 
whelmed with grief at the news, but Jesus said 
to him, " Fear not ; believe only, and she shall 
be safe." The words, " believe only," are 
particularly worthy of considwation, teaching us 
that it is in recompense of our faith God grants 
us the graces we petition for. 

And when Jesus had reached the Buler's 
house, He allowed no one to enter it with Him, 
but His three apostles, Peter, James, and John, 
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and the father and mother of the child. There 
He found only trouble and confusion, and to 
add to the sadness of the scene, the minstrels 
and mourners had already commenced the 
customary funeral chaunt oyer the departed. 
But Jesus loves silence and peace, and so He 
said to the noisy multitude, ** Give place, for 
the girl is not dead, but sleepeth." And these 
nninstructed people laughed at the words, for 
they well knew that she was dead. Jesus once 
more ordered them to withdraw, and when they 
had departed, He entered the room where the 
corpse lay, accompanied only by the girl's 
parents and the three disciples. Let us follow 
them into that chamber of death, and look with 
them on the face of the child, a short time 
before blooming as a rose, but now pale, cold, 
and rigid in death. The thought of death is 
very profitable. 

Jesus approached, and for a few moments 
considered the deceased. The father plunged 
in deep grief, and the mother, pale, exhausted 
and tearful, stood near Him, their hearts waver- 
ing between hope and fear. The disciples were 
also in painful suspense, and looked alternately 
at the child and at their Divine Master. 

Then Jesus took the girl's hand, and as if 
merely intending to awaken her from sleep, said 
in a calm and gentle tone, ** Daughter, arise !'* 
And immediately the child opened ^er eyes, 
arose and walked. 

4. Jesus then ordered that some food should 
be given to her, and forbade her astonished and 
overjoyed parents to relate to any one what har* 
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occnrred. Nevertheless the fame of this miracle 
was spread abroad into all the country. 

Praise and adoration to the Omnipotent 
Being who when it pleases Him can recal the 
dead to life ! 

Let us consider the love and tenderness of 
our All-merciful Eedeemer, manifested when 
necessary even by the miraculous exercise of 
His Almighty power. At the prayer of an 
afflicted father, He leaves the house of Matthew, 
His host. On the way to the Buler's house, 
He cures a poor sufferer who had been many 
years ill. Arrived there, He raises to life a 
child already rigid in death, and carries His 
kind solicitude so far as to order food for her. 
How many wondrous evidences of His tender 
charity ! Let us imitate His example as far as 
we are able, and never allow an afflicted person 
to apply to us for relief in vain. By prohibiting 
the child's parents from publishing the miracle, 
Jesus teaches us to be humble like Him, and 
never to speak of our good works. 

'5. ",The girl is not dead, but sleepeth," said 
our Lord, signifying that we should look on 
death as a sleep from which we are to awake to 
a higher state of existence. Death has no 
terrors for those who believe in Jesus. The 
sick should have recourse to Jesus in prayer, to 
obtain restoration of health, if such be con- 
sistent with His designs. 
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QUESTIONS. 

1. How did Jesus prove that He is always 
ready to assist us ? 

2. How did the infirm woman evince her 
&ith and humility ? 

8. How did Jesus recal the daughter of 
Jairus to life ? 

4. How did Jesus teach us that we should 
conceal our good actions ? 

6. How should we look on death? 

" My generation is at dn end, and it w rolled 
away from me as a shepherd^s tent. My life is 
cut off as a weaver: whilst I was yet but 
heginning, he cut me off" — Canticle of Ezechias. 
Isaiah xxxviii. 12. 



LESSON XXV. 

CUBE OF THE PABALTTIC. 

1. After these events, Jesus returned to 
Jerusalem to celebrate a festival of the Jews. 
Now there was near one of the gates of the 
city a large pond, called in Hebrew the pond of 
Bethsaida. The water of this pond was 
endowed with miraculous virtue. At certain 
times an angel descended into the pond and the 
water was moved, and the first that went into 
the water after it had been put in motion by 
the anget, was cured of whatever malady he lay 
nnder. 
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This pond was sturroimded by five porticoes, 
that is by a building supported on pillars, 
between which were five openings, and this 
building was also called Bethsaida, or the house 
of Charity. A number of persons afflicted with 
blindness, lameness, palsy, and other infirmities, 
waited under these porches for the moving of the 
water. 

2. "Now there was in this place a certain 
man who had been paralysed for eight-and- 
thirty years. And when Jesus had seen him 
lying there. He said to him, Dost thou wish 
to be cured?" 

The sick man answered him, *^ Lord, I have 
no one to help me to go down into the pond 
when the water is moved. And while I am 
going down alone, another reaches it before me." 
Jesus said to him, *' Arise^ take up thy bed and 
walk." And immediately the man was cured, 
and he took up Jus bed and walked, full of joy 
and gratitude. And Jesus went aside from the 
multitude who surrounded the place, so that the 
man who had been cured had not time to ask 
Him who He was. 

Now this was the Sabbath-day. The Jews 
were strict observers of the Sabbath, which they 
kept on the seventh day of the week, in obedi- 
ence to the Mosaic Law, and in memory of 
God's having rested from the work of creation 
on that day; as we observe the Sunday in 
memory of the Resurrection of our Lord. They 
were not only forbidden to labour, and to buy 
and sell on that day, but even to prepare food, 
light fire, or perform any other domestic office. 
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God, and notwithstanding His miracles, they 
would not believe in Him, nor adopt His 
doctrine. 

5. We learn from this history that works of 
charity, so far from being a breach of the Sab- 
bath, are the best means of sanctifying it, 
provided we first assist at the offices of the 
Church. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What was the pond of Bethsaida ? 

2. How did Jesus cure the man who had been 
paralyzed for eight-and-thirty years ? 

8. What warning did our Lord give him 
against relapsing into sin ? 

4. What did Jesus say to the Jews when they 
persecuted Him for healing on the Sabbath- 
day? 

5. Are works of charity permitted on Sun- 
day? 

''And thou shall say in that day : I will 
give thanks to Thee, O Lord, for Thou wast 
angry with me : Thy wrath is turned away, and 
Thou hast comforted me. Behold, God is my 
Saviour,' I tvill deal confidently and will not 
fear.'! — Isaiah xii. 1, 2. 



LESSON XXVI. 

MISSION OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES. 

1. When Jesus had returned to Galilee, a 
great crowd of people again assembled around 
Him, for His lame had spread throughout 
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Judea, and as far as Tyre and Sidon. Thousands 
of people came also from the regions along the 
sea coast, including the last-named cities, so 
that the multitade who followed Him increased 
daily. The sick, the blind, the lame, the deaf> 
the dumb, the possessed — that is, persons visibly 
tormented by the evil spirit — the paralytic, in a 
word, sufferers of all kinds were eager to 
approach Him, that by touching them, He 
might restore them to health. And He healed 
all, though among those who presented them- 
selves were many sinners and unbelievers. 

2. When He looked at the multitudes who 
came from such a distance to hear His word, and 
saw that, by reason of their vast number, all 
could not approach Him, He had compassion on 
them because they were like sheep that have no 
shepherd, and He said to His disciples, ** The 
Larvest indeed is great, but the labourers are 
few ; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that He send labourers into His harvest.'* By 
" the harvest,'' our Lord signified the souls of 
men, whom He so ardently desired to bring to 
the knowledge of the truth. 

To provide means of instruction for the 
people. He determined to adopt a new plan, but 
before making it known. He retired, on the 
evening of that day, to a mountain, and there 
He spent the whole night in prayer. Our Lord 
gives us the constant example of fervent and 
persevering prayer. It was by prayer that He 
prepared for every action of importance, thus as 
it were to renew His strength. On this occasior 
having prayed the whole night, He cb 
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twelve from among His disciples at break 
of day, and summoned them before Him. 

3. The names of these twelve were, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee ; Philip, 
and Bartholomew ; Thomas, and Matthew the 
publican; James the son of Alpheus and 
Thaddeus; Simon the Cananean, and Judas 
Iscariot, who afterwards betrayed his Lord. He 
sent them two by two, giving them power to 
instruct the people, and to heal the sick ; there- 
fore He called them apostles or messengers^ 
for these two words signify the same thing. 

4. He said to them, " Go ye not into the way 
of the Gentiles ;" the time for that is not yet 
come. '^ Enter not into the cities of the 
Samaritans, but go first to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel :" that is, to the sinful amoBg 
my own people. " And on your way, exhort all 
to penance, saying. The kingdom of heaven is 
at hand. 

'' Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers, cast out devils, and give freely what yoa 
have freely received. 

'* Take with you neither gold, nor silver, 
nor money in your purses, but only a staff, for 
the labourer is worthy of his hire. 

** And into whatsoever city or town you shall 
enter, enquire who in it is worthy, and abide 
in his house till you depart from that place. 

** And when you enter a house, bless it, say- 
ing, ' Peace be to this house.' If that house be 
worthy, your peace shall come upon it ; but, if it 
be not worthy, your blessing shall return to you. 
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5. " And when they will not receive you nor 
hear your words, going out of that house or city, 
shake the dust from your feet> for a testimony 
agamst it. I say to you^ it shall be better for 
Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, 
than for that city. 

^ I send you as sheep in the midst of wolves. 
Be therefore wise as serpents and simple as 
doY3S. But beware of men, for many of 
then will hate and persecute you on my 
acccunt. 

6. *' The disciple is not above his Master, nor 
the servant above his lord. It is enough for 
tbie disciple if he be treated as his master, and 
tie servant as his lord. If they have in* 
silted the Master," that is our Lord Himself, 
''what will they not do to His servants ?" that 
!£, to the apostles and their successors in the 
priesthood. 

'' Fear not them that kill the body, and are 
n>t able to kill the soul; but rather fear 
Eim who can cast both body and soul into 
lell. 

" Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing, 
ind yet not one of them can fall to the ground 
vithout the permission of your Father. Fear 
lot then, for you are of more value than many 
sparrows. Even the very hairs of your head 
are numbered. 

" He that shall confess Me before men, I will 
also confess him before my Father who is in hea- 
ven ; but he that shall deny me before men," that 
shall refuse to acknowledge Me for his Master, 
and My doctrine, for the rule of his conduct^ '' J 



88 bgbiptube' lessons. 

will aJso deny him before my Father, and refuse 
to recognize him as my disciple. 

'' He that heareth you, heareth Me, and he 
that despiseth yoa, despiseth Me." 

7. "He that loveth father or mother more 
than Me, is not worthy of Me ; and he tiat 
loveth son or daughter more than Me, is aot 
worthy of Me. 

" He that receiveth you, receiveth Me ; ind 
he that receiveth Me, receiveth Him that tent 
Me. 

" And he that shall give even a cup of «oli 
water to one of these little ones because he is 
My disciple ; Amen I say to you, he shall nd 
lose his reward.*' 

And when Jesus had ended these instruc- 
tions, His apostles went, two and two, to preaci 
in the cities and towns, exhorting men t> 
penance, preaching the kingdom of heaven, ani 
healing the sick. Jesus also departed with Hi 
disciples, and continued to diffuse all arouid 
His instructions and His benefits. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Why did our Loi:d choose the twelvt 
apostles ? 

2. What did He mean by the words harvest 
and labourers ? 

8. What were the names of the apostles ? 

4. To whom did our Lord first send them ? 

5. With what punishment did Jesus threaten 
those who should despise His disciples ? 

6. Who are now the preachers of God's word 
to whom we owe respectful obedienqe? 
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7. How did Jesus teach thafi we shonld love 
God above all things^ and our neighbour for 
His sake? 

'' I will set a sign among them, and I vnll 
send of them that shaU be saved, to the OentUea 
...to ike islands afar off, to them that have not 
heard of Me, and have not seen My glory. And 
they shall declare my glory to the OentUes.*' — 
Isaiah Ixvi. 19. 



LESSON XXVIL 

MIRACLE OF THE LOAVES AND FISHES* 

1. The apostles coining together, gave our 
Lord an account of all they had done and 
taught. And going into a ship, He took them 
with. Him to a desert place, that they might 
rest. But the people seeing that He went over 
the sea of Galilee, followed Him, and soon 
again He found Himself surrounded by a great 
multitude. Having compassion on them. He 
began to teach them, and to cure those among 
them who were afflicted with diseases. 

And when the day was declining, the apostles 
came to Him, saying, '' Master this is a desert 
place, and the day is now far spent. Send 
away the people that they may go into the 
neighbouring villages and towns to purchase 
food, for we have no provisions here." 

But He answered them, **It is not necessary 
that they should go; do you give them to eat." 
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They replied, *' How can we buy bread for all 
these people ?" 

2. Jesus, seeing the multitudes increasing, 
said to Philip, '' Where shall we get bread that 
these may eat ?" He said this to try Philip's 
faith, for He had already determined what He 
would do ; and merely wished to prove whether 
Philip believed in His power to work a wonder* 
ful miracle. 

8. Philip replied, " Two hundred penny- 
worth of bread would not be sufficient to give 
every one a little." 

4. Then Andrew, the brother of Simon 
Peter, said, " There is a boy here that has five 
barley loaves and two fishes, but what are these 
among so many ?*' 

Then Jesus said, '' Make the men sit down." 

6. There was much grass in the place, and 
they sat down in groups by hundreds and by 
fifties, amounting in all to about five thousand 
men, besides women and children. Jesus then 
took the five loaves and the two fishes, and 
looking up to heaven, He blessed them, after 
which He handed them to the Disciples, who 
divided them among the people, and each 
received abundance, because the loaves and 
fishes multiplied miraculously as fast as they 
were distributed. 

When all were satisfied, Jesus said to His 
disciples, '^ Gather up the fragments that 
remain, lest any be lost." They gathered up 
therefore what remained of the five barley 
loaves and the two fishes, and they filled twelve 
baskets with the fragments. 
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6. Now when the people had seen this 
miracle, they said, ** This is truly the Prophet 
that is to come into the world.*' But Jesus, 
knowing that they meant to seize on Him by 
force to make Him king, fled alone into the 
mountain, and there spent the night in prayer. 

7. The people wished to make Jesus lung, 
because they had seen Him multiply the loaves 
and fishes, and shall we do nothing for Him, 
who by equally multiplying the produce of the 
seed sown in the ground, provides us each year 
with our necessary food? We too should 
choose Jesus for our King ; the King of our 
hearts, and the Lord of our being, since He is 
our Creator, our Bedeemer, and our Helper. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What circumstances led to the multiplica- 
tion of the loaves and fishes ? 

2. How did our Lord try the faith of 
Philip ? 

8. How did Philip reply to Him ? 

4. How many loaves and fishes did the 
Apostles bring to our Lord ? 
6. How many persons were fed with them ? 

6. What did the people say on witnessing 
the miracle ? 

7. Do we not behold a similar prodigy every 
year? 

^' Now faith is the mbstance of things to he 
hoped for ; the evidence of things that appear 
not:' 

*' By faith we understand that the world was 
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who hear it gladly, study it diligently, and 
treasure it carefully. In souls like these, the 
good seed yields fruit, sometimes thirty-fold, 
sometimes sixty-fold, and sometimes even a 
hundred- fold. One holy inspiration, one good 
thought or desire, may thus be rendered 
productive of many meritorious works and 
exalted acts of virtue. 

9. On the same day, Jesus spoke another 
parable explanatory of the coarse which God 
pursues in the spiritual government of men on 
earth. 

**The kingdom of heaven," He said, "is 
like to a man who sowed good seed in his 
field; but in the silence of night, an enemy 
came and sowed tares among the wheat, and 
went his way. And when the seed had sprung 
up, and the com was in ear, the tares also 
appeared with it. Then the servants of the 
owner of the field asked, ' Master, did you not 
sow good seed in your field? Whence have 
the tares come ?* He answered, * My enemy 
must have done this.' And his servants asked 
him, ' Shall we go and root up the tares ?* 
But he said, * No, lest in tearing up the weeds, 
you may also draw the wheat with them. Let 
them grow together until the harvest, and when 
harvest-time comes, I will say to the reapers, 
* Oather up first the tares, and bind them in 
bundles to burn, but collect the wheat into my 
barn.'" 

10. This parable Jesus explained as follows. 
'* He that soweth the good seed, is the Son of 
Man." The last appellation, Jesus applied to 
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Himself, on this and many other occasions, 
calling Himself the Son of Man, rather than 
the Son of God, to show that as He came into 
the world to redeem us. He really assumed our 
nature, that so He might suffer and die like one 
of us. 

11. "The field," He continued, "is the 
.world. The good seed signifies the children of 
God's kingdom, and the tares, the children of 
iniquity, or slaves of sin. 

12. " The enemy who sowed the tares, is the 
devil ; the reapers are the angels, and the 
harvest is the end of the world." In the same 
manner as the tares were collected into bundles, 
and cast into the fire to bum, so shall it be at 
the last day. 

13. " The Son of Man shall send His angels, 
and they shall remove from His kingdom all 
Who have led sinful lives, and by bad example 
occasioned sin to others ; casting them into the 
burning furnace of hell, where there shall be 
everlasting weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

14. " But the just shall shine as the sun in 
the kingdom of their hfeavenly Father. * He,* 
added our Lord, ' that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear !' " 

15. We should meditate deeply on these 
words, and firmly resolve so to live, that they 
may not one day arise in judgment against us. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What is a Parable? 

2. Why did our Lord speak to the people in 
Parables ? 
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8. Bepeat the Parable of the Sower. 
4. What is meant by the seed ? 
6. Of what is the seed that fell by the way- 
side a figure ? 

6. What is signified by the seed that fell on 
stony ground ? 

7. What by that which fell among thorns ? 

8. What by that scattered on good ground ? 

9. Bepeat the Parable of the wheat and the 
tares. 

10. How did Jesus explain it ? 

11. What did He mean by the good seed^ 
and what by the tares ? 

12. Who is the enemy? Who are the 
reapers ? What is meant by the harvest ? 

13. What will happen at the end of the 
world ? 

14. What will be the lot of the just ? 

15. What should be our resolution on read- 
ing this Parable ? 

*' As the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven, and return no more thither , but soak 
the earth, and water it, and make it to spring^ 
and give seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater : 

''So shall my word be which shall go forth 
from my mouth : it shall not return to me void, 
but it shall do whatsoever I please, and shall 
prosper in the things for which I sent it.'' — 
Isaiah 1y. 10, 11. 
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LESSON XXIX. 

PARABLES OF OUB LOBD CONTINUED. 

1. On another occasion, onr Lord addressed 
His disciples in the following Parahle : 

"The kingdom of heaven," that is the 
Church, or Christian religion, "is like to a 
grain of mnstard-seed, which a man took and 
sowed in his field. Although this is the least 
of seeds, it finally grows into so great a tree 
that the hirds of the air come and dwell in its 
branches." From this we learn the important 
lesson that fidelity in little things will obtain 
for us the grace of fidelity in greater things 
also. 

Jesus continned ; '' The kingdom of heaven 
is like to leaven, which a woman took and 
mixed vrith three measures of flour until the 
whole dough was leavened." Thus should our 
entire being be as it were mingled vrith the 
spirit of Christ, so that all our words and 
actions may give testimony to the sanctity of 
our holy religion. 

From these two Parables, we learn that if we 
carefully treasure the precious gift of Faith, it 
will gradually grow and strengthen, and finally 
lead us to eternal happiness. 

2. " The kingdom of heaven," again said 
our Lord, " is like a treasure hidden in a field, 
or like a pearl of great value, which a man 
bought at the price of all he possessed, prefer- 

7 
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ring that single pearl or field to his entire 
temporal wealth besides." This signifies that 
all earthly goods, however valnable or precions, 
should sink into mere nothingness in onr 
estimation, when compared with the sarpassing 
treasure of heaven's everlasting bliss and 
glory. 

* 8. '^ A tree may be known by its fruits. A 
good tree bears good firuit, but every tree which 
does not bear good fruit, shall be cut down and 
cast into the fire." 

4. Professions of piety and resolutions of 
virtue will not purchase eternal happiness ; a|iy 
more than a tree will be useful, unless in 
addition to leaves and blossoms, it produces 
fruit. 

5. Having instructed us, in these Parables, 
on the necessity of rendering the grace of God 
practically profitable, our Lord made use of the 
following figures to illustrate the extent of His 
c^ompassionate mercy to repentant sinners. 

"What man is there among you," He 
enquired, " who having a hundred sheep, and 
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety- 
nine others in the desert, and go to seek that 
which was lost until he find it, and having 
found it, does not lay it on his shoulders with 
joy, and on his return home, call together his 
friends and neighbours, and say to them, 
'Bejoice with me, because I have found my 
sheep that was lost.' " 

This vigilant shepherd represents the merci- 
ful Jesus pursuing sinners, typified by strayed 
sheep ; and the joy of his sympathising neigh- 
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bours at the recovery of the missing animal, 
exemplifies the happiness which heaven's angels 
feel at the conversion of an erring soul. 

6. '* What man is there among you, who, if 
his son shall ask him for bread, will give him a 
stone, or if he ask for a fish, will give him a 
scorpion ?" 

The scorpion is a large, venomous insect, 
found in hot countries. 

'* If you then who are vricked,'* concludes our 
Lord, " know how to give good things to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly 
Father give good gifts to those who ask them 
of Him?" 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What is signified by the two first parables 
in this lesson ? 

2. How did our Lord teach us that we 
shotild value salvation beyond all earthly 
things ? 

3. To whom did He allude in the parable of 
the tree that did not bear good fruit ? 

4. Are holy desires and good resolutions 
sufficient to ensure us salvation ? 

5. How did our Lord exemplify the goodness 
of God towards repentant sinners ? 

6. How did He show that God is ever ready 
to grant us what we ask ? 

" The bruised reed He shall not break, and 
the smoking flax He shall not quench : He shall 
bring forth judgment unto truth.'* — Isaiah xlii. 8. 
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LESSON XXX. 

THE CONYEBSION 07 MABY MAGDALEN. 

1. A Pharisee named Simon invited oni' 
Lord to his house, and Jesus, having graciously 
accepted the invitation, took His place at the 
Pharisee's table. A woman who, by her wicked 
life, had forfeited the respect of her fellow citi- 
zens, dwelt in that city. All her time and 
thoughts were devoted to dress and pleasure, 
and she had totally neglected the duties of reli- 
gion. But, happening to see our divine Lord, 
and, at 'the same time, to hear of His wonderful 
miracles, as well as of His tender pity for sin- 
ners, her heart was so filled with love and 
reverence for Him that she longed to cast away 
the sins which made her unworthy to approach 
Him, and to become a sincere and perfect con- 
vert to His service. 

2. Having learned that Jesus was at table in 
the Pharisee's house, she at once hastened 
thither ; but although she made her way to the 
apartment where the guests sat at dinner, she 
did not venture to appear in our Lord's pre- 
sence, contenting herself with standing behind 
at His feet. Too much agitated to utter a 
word, she could only weep, and soon her tears 
fell in such a torrent that they bedewed the 
feet of Jesus, which she reverently kissed, after 
first wiping away from them with her hair the 
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traces of her tears. She had hroaght with her 
an alabaster box of precious perfame, and this 
also she lovingly poured on the sacred feet of. 
her Lord. 

3. The Pharisee who had invited Jesus to 
his house silently watched the scene, thinking 
meanwhile within himself, ** If this Man were 
a prophet, He would know that the woman now 
standing near Him has led a sinful and worldly 
life, to the utter neglect of God's law :*' thus 
censuring in his own mind the conduct of 
Jesus. 

4. But our divine Master knowing his 
thoughts, meekly said to him, " Simon, I have 
somewhat to say to thee." And the Pharisee 
replied, " Master, say it." And Jesus said : 
"A creditor had two debtors, one of whom 
owed him fifty pieces of silver, and another five 
hundred ; but as neither had the means of 
paying, he remitted both the debts. Which of 
the two do you think would thenceforth love 
him most ?" Simon answered : ** I think the 
one to whom he remitted most." And Jesus 
said : ** Thou hast judged well." 

The Pharisee did not understand the words, 
but Jesus, turning towards Magdalen, con- 
tinued : " Simon, dost thou see this woman ? 
I came into thy house, and thou gavest Me no 
water to wash Ii^y feet; but she has bathed 
them with her tears, and wiped them with her 
hair. Thou gavest Me no kiss, but she, since 
she came in, hath not ceased to kiss My feet. 
Thou didst not anoint My head with oil, but 
Bhe has poured precious perfume on My feet." 
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It was customary among the ancients to 
bring a stranger water to wash his hands and 
feet, and a mark of respect to pour perfume on 
his hair. 

" Therefore," continued our Lord, " I say to 
ihee that many sins are forgiven her, because 
she has loyed much ; but to whom less is 
forgiven, he loveth less." 

5. Then Jesus said to the woman, '* Go in 
peace : thy sins are forgiven ; thy faith hath 
saved thee." 

We find in Mary Magdalen a perfect model 
of true repentance. She humbled herself pub- 
licly before her Saviour ; she wept, she kissed 
His feet ; she bathed them with her tears, and 
dried them with her hair. Let us, in like 
manner, confess our sins with true humility, 
and detest them with all our hearts, and Ood 
will forgive us as readily and as fully as He 
pardoned her. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who was Mary Magdalen ? 

2. What did she do when she heard that 
Jesus was in the house of the Pharisee ? 

8. What were Simon's thoughts when he 
saw Magdalen at our Lord's feet ? 

4. What comparison did Jesus make use of 
to explain His conduct to the Pharisee ? 

5. What were His words to the repentant 
sinner ? 

" Wash yourselves ; be clean : take away the 
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evil of your devices from my eyes; cease to do 
perversely. Learn to do well; seek judgment 

and then come and accuse me, saith the 

Lord : if your sins be as scarlet, they shaU be 
made as white as snow : and if they be red as 
crimson, they shall be white as wool" — Isaiah 
i. 16, 18. 



LESSON XXXI. 

SAYINaS OF 0T7B LOBD. 

1. A doctor of the law came to Jesus and 
said to Him : '* Master, which is the greatest 
and first commandment of the law ?** 

And Jesns answered him : *^ Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God .with thy whole heart, and 
with thy whole soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength. This is the greatest 
and the first commandment, and the second is 
Uke to this. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. There are no other commandments 
greater than these*, and they contain in them- 
selves the whole law and the prophets," We 
should seriously meditate on these words of 
oar Saviour, as none can be more important 
for our salvation. 

2. One day when Jesus was surrounded by a 
great multitude, amongst whom were doubtless 
many whom He had cured and comforted. He 
spoke the following words, so consoling to all 
who are afflicted in this world : *' All things 
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haye been ^ven Me by My Father. He has 
endowed Me with power to heal, and with do- 
minion over all creatures. Come, therefore, to 
Me, all ye who labour and aro burdened, and I 

will refresh yon. 

** Take up My yoke, live according to My 
oommandments ; and learn of Me, because I 
am meek and humble of heart, and you shall 
find rest to your souls. For My yoke," that is 
My aervioa, ** is sweet, and My burden," that 
is My precepts, *' is light." 

In all our uneasinesses and afflictions, cor 
great resouroe should be to approach in prayer 
to the loving and amiable Saviour, who has so 
tenderly invited us to draw near Him at such 
tim^s. 

If we resolved veith all our hearts to observe 
Hia commandments, we should find our gene- 
rous determination rewarded by an abundant 
supply of that divine help which renders the 
service of God sweet and easy. 

8. A certain man said to Jesus : *' Lord, I 
will follow Thee, but let me first take leave of 
my family." But Jesus, seeing that his reso- 
lution to become one of the disciples was so 
wavering that his family would be likely to 
dissuade him from accomplishing it, replied ; 
*' No man, putting his hand to the plough and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 
From this we learn, that to merit heaven we 
must serve God with constancy, courage, and 
perseverance. 

4. As Jesus was walking with His disciples 
a Scribe accosted Him, and said, ** Lord, I will 



8ATINOS OF OUB LORD. 105 

follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest.** He 
imagined that our Lord was about to establish 
an earthly kingdom in which he might hope to 
occupy an important position. But Jesus, 
knowing his thoughts, made answer : '* The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to 
lay His head." As if He had said: "My 
dwelling is not on earth ; I am but a passen- 
ger through this world, in which I possess not 
even a shelter." 

5. Jesus sitting one day in the Temple, 
opposite the treasury, observed some persons 
casting money into it. Some of these were 
rich people, and they bestowed large sums. 
But among them was a poor widow who cast in 
two small copper coins, called mites, the two 
worth one farthing. Then Jesus said to His 
disciples : *' Amen, I say to you, that this poor 
widow has given more than all the others. 
For they oflfered to God a part of their abun- 
dance, while she,, in her poverty, bestowed all 
she had, even the money on which she de- 
pended for her subsistence." 

6. It is the good will and upright intention 
accompanying our prayers and alms, and not 
the length of the one, or the amount of the 
other, which renders them acceptable in the 
sight of God. Ennobled by these dispositions, 
the smallest offering acquires value in His 
eyes. 

7. On another occasion a certain man said to 
Jesus, ** Lord, are they few that are saved ?" 

And Jesus answered, addressing not only the 
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individnal who had proposed the qnestioiiy but 
all the bystanders eqaally, *' Strive to enter by 
the narrow gate, for many I say to yon shall 
seek to enter, and shall not be able." 

These words of our Lord teach ns that we 
should look on the all-important affair of our 
salvation as deserving of every exertion, even 
the most painful and difficult ; and that those 
who defer their conversion to the hour of death 
run a fearful risk of losing their souls in the 
end. 

8. Peter one day asked our Divine Redeemer 
how often he should forgive his offending bro- 
ther. ** Must I/' he enquired, '' forgive himv 
seven times ?" A seven times renewed pardon 
evidently appeared to him a great stretch of 
charity. But Jesus answered : " I say not to 
thee seven times, but seventy times seven 
times." In obedience to the precept of our 
heavenly Master, we must therefore utterly re* 
nounce all hatred and ill-will, and generously 
forgive as often as we are offended. Let us 
make this, and all the other ordinances of Jesus 
contained in the foregoing lesson, the subject of 
our constant study, for by their faithful observ- 
ance we shall merit for ourselves eternal life. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Which of the commandments did our 
Lord declare to be the first and greatest ? 

2. In what words did Jesus invite us to re- 
cur to Him in our wants, and encourage us to 
observe His precepts ? 
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8. How did He impress us with tlie neces- 
sity of allowing nothing to shake our resola- 
tion of serving God ? 

4. What did Jesus say to the man who ap- 
plied to Him under the false persuasion that He 
was going to found an earthly kingdom ? 

5. What did He say of the widow's mite ? 

6. What renders our alms and other good 
works pleasing to God ? 

7. What did our Lord say to those who wish 
to be saved ? 

8. How often should we forgive our neigh- 
bour? 

" In this we know that we hve the children 
of Oody when we love Ood and keep His com' 
mandments." 

" For this is the charity of Ood, that we keep 
His commandments: and His commandments 
are not heavy" — 1 St. John v. 2, 8. 



LESSON xxxn. 

DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

1. Herod, son to the king of the same name 
who had ordered the massacre of the children 
at Bethlehem, reigned in Judea at the time of 
the preaching of John the Baptist and of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Being anxious to see 
John, of whom report spoke so loudly, hr 
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summoned him to his court. The holy Bap- 
tist profited of the opportunity to reproach the 
king for his crimes, and especially for having 
married Herodias, the wife of his brother, al- 
though the latter was still living. 

Herod knew that John was a just and saintly 
man^ so he listened to, and reflected on his 
advice, and even followed it on some points^ 
though not on this. But the wicked Herodias 
conceived a violent hatred against him, and re- 
solved on his destruction. In pursuance of 
her plan she persuaded Herod to apprehend 
and imprison him, but much as she wished to 
have him put to death, she could not prevail 
on Herod to conquer his fear of the people 
sufficiently to give the order for his execution. 
An opportunity for the accomplishment of her 
wicked design, soon, however, presented itself. 

2. Herod celebrated his birthday by a great 
feast, to whicji he invited his courtiers, his 
chief officers, and the principal inhabitants of 
Galilee; and during the repast, Herodias's 
daughter, then still a child, entered the apart- 
ment, and so delighted Herod and his cour- 
tiers by her d&ucing, that in the momentary 
excitement, the king said to her, ''Ask of me 
what thou wilt, and I will give it to thee, even 
though it should be half my kingdom.*' This 
rash promise he confirmed with an oath. 

The girl hastened to communicate the news 
to her mother, and to consult her as to what 
she should ask. And her mother replied, 
"Ask for the head of John the Baptist." 

-^n the girl returned in haste to the king, 
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and demanded that the head of the Baptist 
should be given to her in a dish. 

Herod was grieved and dismayed at the 
horrible request, bat ashamed to break the oath 
he had so rashly taken in the hearing of his 
guests, he did not dare to refase. He there* 
fore sent executioners to the prison with or- 
ders to cut off, and bring in a dish, the head of 
John the Baptist. 

In compliance with the barbarous order, the 
executioner cut off the head of the holy Pre- 
cursor of JesQS, and bringing it all covered 
with blood to the girl, she took it in a dish to 
her mother. 

We sometimes see vice triumphant it is 
true, but we must then remember that the joy 
of the wicked is of short duration, and that 
either in this life or the next, the justice of 
God is sure to overtake them. 

8. We must not pass lightly over the cir- 
cumstances of this frightful history. We see 
in it the gradual but sure and fearful progress 
of passion. Herodias, who began by deserting 
her husband, ended by becoming guilty of 
murder, and, to add to the enormity of her 
crime, making her daughter an accomplice, and 
the instrument of her revenge. 

We learn also from this history, the danger 
and sinfulness of rash oaths. Herod, although 
he esteemed and respected the Baptist, sacri- 
ficed his life, through fear of breaking a pro- 
mise made without due consideration. 
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QUESTIONS. 

1. Why did Herodias wish to have John put 
to death ? 

2. What led to his execntion ? 

8. What lessons may we learn from this his- 
tory? 

*' The souls of the just are in the hand of 
Ood, and the torment of deaiJi sluM not touch 
them. 

" In the sight of the unwise they seemed to 
die : and their departure was taken for misery 
but they are in peace.^* — ^Wisdom iii. 1, 8. 

'' They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
Ooing^ they went and wept, casting their seeds. 
But coming, they shall come with joyftdness, 
carrying their sheaves.'* — Ps. cxxv. 6, 7. 



LESSON XXXIII. 

• JESUS THE FEIEND OF CHILDBEN. 

1. Yon shall now hear an incident of onr 
Saviour's life which must prove particularly in- 
teresting to you and to all children. 

According to His custom, Jesus had passed 
the day in instructing the ignorant, and curing 
the sick, with unwearied charity. As evening 
was approaching, the people gradually vnth- 
" '^w, and our Lord Himself was also preparing 
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to depart, when some little children were 
brought to Him, that He might lay His hands 
npon them, and bless them. 

It seems probable that they were conducted 
by pions mothers, who, full of love for Jesus, 
and confidence in Him, wished to place under 
His protection these precious objects of their 
tenderness. 

We can easily picture to ourselyes those fond 
mothers approaching our Lord, carrying their 
Uttle ones in their arms, and leading those who 
were older by the hand. 

They must have formed an interesting pro- 
cession ; nevertheless, the disciples wished to 
send them away. They were anxious to spare 
their wearied Master any &rther flatigue, and to 
prevent His being detained. 

2. But Jesus, perceiving their intentions, 
was displeased, and He said to them, '' Suffer 
the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for the kingdom of heaven is for 
such as resemble them." The description of 
children to whom our Lord alluded here, was 
of course only the good and pious. ** I say to 
you," He continued, *' that whosoever shall not 
receive the Kingdom of God as a little child, 
shall not enter into it ;" that is, whoever does 
not receive the word of God, with the simpli- 
city, candour, and faith of little children, shall 
not attain eternal happiness. 

8. Then Jesus took the little children, and 
laying His hands on them. He blessed them. 
Thrice happy were these most privileged chiJ 
dren ! May you also be of the number of thr 
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LESSON XXXIV. 
ST. pster's confession, transfiguration 

OF OUR LORD. 

1. As JesQS was going, with His disciples, 
towards the city of Csdsarea, He asked them ; 
*' Whom do men say that I am ?'* 

They answered: ''Some say that you arc 
John the Baptist; others Elias; and others 
again, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.'* 

'' Bnt yon,'* said onr Lord, ''whom do you 
say that I am?** 

2. Simon Peter answered without hesitation, 
" Thon art Christ, the Son of the Living 
God.** 

8. And Jesns said to him in reply, " Bless- 
ed art thon, Simon the son of Jona, because 
flesh and Uood have not revealed these things 
to thee, bnt My Father who is in Heaven. 

4. " And I say to thee that thon art Peter," 
which word signifies a rock, "and upon this 
rock I will bnild My Church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.*' 

By "the gates," is here meant the assembled 
host of hell, for amongst the ancients, councils 
or assemblies were held at the gates of a city. 

5. Having thus established His Church on 
earth, and appointed St. Peter His first pastor, 
Jesus continued, still addressing the apostle: 



TRANSriGURATION OF OUR LORD. 116 

" And I will give to thee the keys of the Eling- 
dom of Heaven, and whatsoever thou shidt 
bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven, anid 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed also in heaven/' which words signify 
that the sins forgiven by the apostles, or their 
successors in the Church, should be also for- 
given by Ood in the Sacrament of penance, 
which we must approach with due dispositions, 
in order to obtain the pardon of our sins, and 
the happiness of Heaven. 

6. In six days from this time, Jesus took 
with Him His three favourite disciples, and led 
them to a high mountain ; and having reached 
the summit He began to pray. Whilst He 
prayed, He was transfigured before them, — that 
is, His appearance was quite changed, His face 
shone as the sun, and His garments became 
white as snow, and brilliant as light. 

At the same time Moses and Elias joined 
the group on the mountain. They too were 
resplendent with heavenly brightness, and 
spoke i^th our Lord of His approaching death 
at Jerusalem. 

7. When Peter and the two other disciples 
saw the glory of Jesus, and Moses, and Elias, 
they were transported with joy and astonish- 
ment; and, in the fulness of his devotion, 
Peter exclaimed, " Master, it is good for us to 
be here. Let us make here three tabernacles, 
one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias." He was so bewildered that he scarcely 
knew what he said. 

8. But whilst Peter was yet speaking, a 
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bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice 
issuing from the midst of the cloud was heard 
to say: 

" This is My Beloved Son, in Whom I am 

WELL pleased. HeaB YE HiM.*' 

And the disciples hearing these words were 
seized with fear, and they feU upon their faces. 
But Jesus approached, and touched them, and 
said, " Arise, and be not afraid." Then rais- 
ing their eyes, they saw only Jesus, the same 
in appearance as He was before His transfigura- 
tion. 

9. As they were coming down from the 
mountain, Jesus charged them, saying : '' Tell 
the vision to no man, until the Son of Man be 
risen from the dead." 

The disciples obeyed, but they could not un- 
derstand the words risen from the dead, and 
they questioned amongst themselves what the 
expression could mean. From that time forth, 
our Lord frequently predicted His passion, and 
spoke of it from day to day in clearer terms. 

"The Son of Man," He said, **shaU be 
delivered up into the hands of sinners, and 
they shall put Him to death ; but, on the third 
day, He shall rise again." 

But as this prediction was unintelligible to 
them, it made no impression on their minds. 

In His transfiguration on Mount Thabor, 
Jesus appeared in all the majesty of the Son of 
God. If we wish to behold His glory in 
heaven, we must follow His example, and obey 
His commandments, while we remain on earth. 

10. Soon after Jesus sent seventy-two disci- 
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pies to preach, and to work miracles, giving 
them the same instructions ad He had pre- 
viously given to the twelve apostles. He sent 
them, two and two, into all the neighbouring 
cities, and into every place which He Himself 
meant to visit, that they might prepare the 
people to receive Him. Thus was His doctrine 
diflfused every day more widely. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Did the Jews believe that Jesus was the 
Messiah ? 

2. What did Peter believe ? 

8. What did Jesus say of Peter's faith ? 

4. What did our Saviour say when He estab- 
lished His Church ? 

5. To what institution did the last words 
particularly refer ? 

6. What took place on the mountain ? 

7. What did Peter say when he beheld the 
glory of Jesus ? 

8. What words did the apostles hear from 
the cloud ? 

9. What did our Lord say to them when 
they came down from the mountain ? 

10. What means did our Lord use to extend 
His doctrine ? 

" From the beginning of the world they have 
not heard nor perceived tuith the ears : the eye 
hath not seen, O Ood, besides Thee, what 
tilings Thou hast prepared for them that wait 
for Thee.'' — ^Isaiah Ixiv. 4, 
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LESSON XXXV. 

PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL BON. 

1. Our Divine Lord, a perfect model of 
condescending charity, allowed all the people, 
without distinction, to listen to His heavenly 
instructions, and even addressed His discourse, 
on some occasions, to those who led wicked 
lives. But the Pharisees disapproved of this, 
and murmured at it ; whereupon Jesus plainly 
expressed His merciful sentiments towards sin- 
ners in the following parable. 

A certain man had two sons, and the 
younger of the two said to him ; " Father, give 
me the portion of the inheritance, that falls to 
me." And his father gave it to him. 

And a few days after this, the younger son, 
gathering together all that he possessed, went 
abroad into a far country, and there he wasted 
his possessions, living riotously and extrava- 
gantly. And after he had spent all, there 
came a great famine into that country, and he 
began to be in great want. 

And he went, and entered the service of one 
of the inhabitants of the country, who sent him 
to his farm to feed his swine. 

There he was so badly provided with food 
that he would have been glad to eat the husks 
that were given to the swine ; but no one gave 
"^im anything. 
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Then, entering into himseif, he said : How 
many hired servants are there in my father's 
honse who have hread in abundance, whilst I 
perish here with hunger. Then, following up 
his reflections by a good resolution, he added : 
I will arise, and will go to my father, and I will 
say to him : *' Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before thee ; I am no longer 
worthy to be called thy son : but receive me 
into thy house, and make me as one of thy 
hired servants/' 

2. Accordingly, he began his journey towards 
Us father's house ; and when he was yet a long 
way off, his father saw him, and was touched 
with compassion ; and he ran to him, and fell 
upon his neck, and kissed him. And the son 
began to say to him : ''Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before thee, and I am not 
worthy to be called thy son." 

But his father interrupted him, and calling 
his servants, said : '' Bring the finest robe, 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet. And kill the 
fatted calf, and let us make merry and rejoice ; 
for this my son was dead, and is come to life 
again — he was lost, and is found." And they 
began to make merry. 

The touching tenderness and mercy here 
attributed to the father of the prodigal are but 
an image of the infinite goodness with which 
God is ever ready to receive the repentant 
sinner. 

The elder son had been in the fields at the 
time of his brother's arrival. On his return 
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the house, he heard the sounds of music and 
dancing ; and calling one of the servants, he 
asked what these rejoicings meant. 

The servant said to him : *' Thy brother 
hath returned, and thy father hath killed the 
fatted calf, because he hath received him safe.'* 

Now, instead of sharing in the general joy, 
the elder brother grew angry, and would not go 
in. And his father, hearing it, came out and 
kindly entreated him to take part in the festi- 
vities. But he indignantly answered : *' Dur- 
ing all these years I have served you faithfully, 
and disobeyed you in nothing, and yet you 
have never given me so much as a kid to make 
merry with my friends. But as soon as your 
younger son returns home, you kill for him the 
fatted calf, although he has wasted all you gave 
him in riot and extravagance." 

Thus did he manifest his jealousy of the 
kindness shown to the prodigal, not recollect- 
ing that the indulgence of this wicked feeling 
rendered him guilty of a grievous sin. 

8. His father replied, in a tone of gentle 
reproof, ** Son, thou art always with me, and 
all that I have is thine. But it was fit that we 
should make merry and rejoice, for this thy 
brother was dead and is come to life again ; he 
was lost and is found." 

4. We should be careful never, like the bro- 
ther of the prodigal, to indulge harsh feelings 
of resentment or envy against our neighbour, 
but endeavour rather to follow the example of 
the good father's tender mercy towards his 
^iTing diild. We shall thus attain a closei 
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resemblance to our All- clement Father in 
Heaven : for we mast again remember that the 
loving father described in this history is but a 
figure of our merciful God, and the prodigal 
child a representation of the repentant sinner. 

The eldest son represents the Pharisees, and 
all those who, like them, consider themselves 
entitled, in consequence of their own imaginary 
superior virtue, to condemn their erring neigh- 
bour without pity. 

5. The entire history represents the immense 
and infinite mercy of God towards sincerely 
penitent sinners. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Belate the history of the Prodigal Son. 

2. What did his father say on his return ? 
8. How did he reprove the felder brother ? 

4. What should be our sentiments towards 
our erring neighbour ? 

5. Wluit is the meaning of this parable? 

" Seek ye the Lord while He may be found : 
call upon Him while He ia near. Let the 
wicked forsake hie way, and the unjust man his 
thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, and 
He vntl have mercy on him ; and to our God, 
for He is bountiful to forgive.'' — ^Isaiah Iv. 6, 7. 

** Behold, I stand at the gate, and knock. 
If any man shall hear My voice, and open to 
Me the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with Me.'' — Apocalypse^ 
iii. 20. 
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LESSON XXXVI. 

PABABLB OF THE GOOD BAMABITAN — TH]k 
UNMBBCIFUL BBBYAMT. 

1. A Doctor of the Law proposed to our 
Divine Lord this question : " Who is my 
neighbour?" Jesus answered him by the fol- 
lowing parable. 

A man who was travelling from Jerusalem 
to Jericho fell into the hands of robbers, who 
stripped him, and after having wounded him, 
went away, leaving him half dead. 

Now it happened that a certain priest, who 
was travelling that way, saw the man stretched 
on the ground, and passed on. 

A Levite also came to the same place, and, in 
like manner, he saw him, and passed on. 

But a Samaritan, who likewise happened to 
journey in that direction, was struck with com- 
passion at sight of the unfortunate traveller's 
melancholy condition : and yet that merciful 
Samaritan belonged to a nation whom the 
Jews despised, because they did not exactly 
conform to the law of Moses. 
. Not content with mere pity, the good Sa- 
maritan examined the traveller's wounds, and 
bound them, pouring in oil and wine : he then 
placed him upon his own horse, and led him 
to an inn, where he took care of hini. And 
*^e next day, being obliged to continue his 
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journey, he took from his purse two pieces 
of money, and gave them to the host, saying, 
'' Take care of him, and whatever yon shall 
Upend over and above this, I will pay you on 
my return." 

" Which of these three men," said our 
Lord, '' seems to thee to be the neighbour of 
the man who fell among robbers ?" And the 
lawyer answered : '' He that showed mercy to 
him." 

And Jesus said to him : " Qo, and do thou 
in the same manner." 

2. On another occasion, when our Lord was 
impressing on His hearers the obligation of 
forgiving injuries, not once only, but as often 
as pardon is required. He added : 

** That which takes place in the kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to the account which 
a king wished to take of his servants. 

" When he had begun to take the account, a 
Servant was brought to him who owed him ten 
^ousand talents." 

8. The ten thousand talents signify our 
debt towards Odd — that is, the sins of which 
we must one day render Him an account. • 

This was an enormous sum, and he was not 
able to pay it. Therefore his master com- 
manded that he should be sold, with his wife 
and children, and all that he had, in order 
that the debt might be paid. 

But the servant, throwing himself at his 
master's feet, besought him, saying, '^ Master, 
have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.** 
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2. And there was a b^gar named Lazaras^ 
who lay at the gate of the rich man, and who 
was covered with sores. He woold have been 
glad to satisfy his hunger with the cmmbs 
that fell from the rich man's table, but no 
one gave them to him, although even the 
dogs seemed to pity him, for they came nsd 
licktid his wounds. 

8. Now, it happened that the beggar died, and 
was carried by angels into Abraham's bosom, 
as a reward for his patience and resignation. 
The rich man also died ; but his soul, instead of 
being borne away to bliss by angels, was plunged 
into the torments of hell. Whilst the unhappy 
victim lay writhing amidst eternal flames, he 
raised his eyes, and saw Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bosom. 

4. Then he cried out, "Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water to cool 
my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame." 
But Abraham said to him, ** Son, remember 
that thou didst receive many good things in 
thy life-time, while Lazarus only received evil 
things ; but now, he is comforted, whilst thou 
dost suffer torments. Besides, there is a great 
abyss between us and thee, so that those who 
wish to pass from hence to thee cannot do so, 
txor can any one from thence return here." 

5. Then the rich man said, '* Father, I be- 
seech thee at least to send Lazarus to my 
father's house, where I have five brothers, that 
he may warn them ;" that is, let them know 

'-at awaits them in the other world. " That 
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SO they may escape coming one day into this 
place of torments." 

But Abraham replied, *' They have Moses and 
the prophets ; let them hear them ;*' which 
signifies that we all have light and instruction 
8Ti£Scient for salvation within oar reach, and 
need not, therefore, seek for more through ex- 
traordinary means. 

The rich man said, " Father Abraham, they 
will not listen to them ; but if any one returned 
to them from the dead, they would believe him 
and be converted." 

But Abraham replied, " If they will not hear . 
Moses and the prophets, they will not believe, 
even though any one should rise from the 
dead." 

6. These last words mean that even miracles 
will not convert those who refuse to hear, and 
profit by the lessons of the Church. 

7. It is far better to resemble the pious 
Lazarus, even in his sufferings and poverty, 
than to be like the rich man, who, although 
abounding in prosperity, led a selfish life, and 
had an unfeeling heart. This history forcibly 
instructs us on the opposite fates reserved for 
the wicked among the rich, and the virtuous 
among t^'^ '^oor. The poor are taught that, if 
thej^ip \e fear of God, an eternity of 

indemnify them, a thousand- 
emporary sufferings. And the 
I to beware of imitating the 
Qsensibility of the wicked i3ives, 
his miserable lot in eternit^ 
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And the king, bein^ moved with conipassion, 
let him go, and forgave him all the debt. 

Bat when the servant was gone out, he met 
one of his fellow servantSi who owed him a 
hundred pence. 

4. The hundred pence signify the offences of 
our fellow creatures against us. 

And seizing him by the throat, he said : 
" Pay me what thou owest." And his fellow 
servant, falling at his feet, besought him, say* 
ing, " Have patience with me, and I will pay 
thee all.'' But he would not listen to him : 
and he had him cast into prison until he should 
pay the debt. 

6. And the king, hearing what had taken 
place, sent for the unmerciful servant, and said 
to him, "Thou wicked servant, I forgave thee 
all thy debt, because thou didst entreat me to 
do so. Why, then, didst thou not take pity on 
thy fellow servant, as I took "pity on thee ?" 
And, being angry, the king ordered that he 
also should be cast into prison until he should 
pay all his debt. 

6. ** And thus," continued our Lord, " will 
My heavenly Father do to you, if each one of 
you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart." 

7. Jesus Christ gives us, in this lesson, the 
example of a Samaritan, who showed compas- 
sion to a Jew, although the latter held a differ- 
ent faith from him. We should ever remem- 
ber this lesson of charity and good will towards 
all men, and, as St. Paul says, love and serve 
all our brethreui without excepting any. 



PABABLE of dives and LAZABU8. 125 



QUESTIONS. 

1. How did Jesus teach us to love oar neigh- 
bour? 

2. How did He show that we should forgive 
injuries ? 

8. What do the ten thousand talents repre- 
sent? 

4. What is signified by the hundred pence ? 

5. How did the king punish the unmerciful 
servant ? 

6. What did our Lord say of those who re- 
fused to forgive injuries ? 

7. What should we learn, in particular, from 
the conduct of the Samaritan ? 

** Let all bitterness, and anger, and indigna- 
tion, and clamour, and blasphemy, be put away 
from you, mth all malice. 

** And be ye kind one to another, merciful, 
forgiving one another, even as God hath forgiven 
you in QhristJ' — Ephesians, iv. 31, 32, 



LESSON XXXVIL 

PABABLE OF DIVES AND LAZABTTS. 

1. Jesus said one day to His disciples : 
There was a certain rich man, who was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. 
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LESSON xxxrs. 

PAYMENT OF THE TRIBUTE. 
MARTHA AND MARY. 

1. When Jesns was at Capharnatiin, those 
who collected money for the use of the Temple 
came to Peter, and said to him, *' Does not 
your Master pay the didrachma ? Ihis was 
the contribution for the Temple. ^ 

Peter answered, "Yes;" and he came into 
the house to tell Jesus. But our Lord,^ to 
whom all things were known, anticipated him, 
and asked, " What is thy opinion, Simon ? 
Of whom do the kings of the earth take tri- 
bute or custom ? Of their own children or of 
strangers?" Peter said, '* Of strangers. Jesus 
said to him, ** Then the children are free. But 
that we may not scandalize them, go to the sea, 
and cast in a hook, and take the first fish 
which shall come up ; when thou hast opened 
its mouth thou Shalt find a stater '—a stater 
was a coin worth double the sum required— 
" take that, and give it to them for Me and for 

Peter did as Jesus had commanded. He 
found the coin in the mouth of the fish, and 
gave it to the collectors. m i m 

2. Jesus was the Lord of the Temple. To 
Him it was dedicated. He could therefore 
easily have dispensed Himself and His disci- 
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pies from paying this tax — but, ever ready to 
acknowledge the claims of justice, He sub- 
mitted willingly to the laws made by those who 
ruled the land, knowing that public regulations 
are needful for the welfare of each member of 
the community. 

8. And when He was going to Jerusalem, 
He sent messengers into a city of the Samari- 
tans, to prepare a lodging for Him. But the 
Samaritans, who were enemies of the Jews, 
would not receive Him because He appeared to 
be on the way to Jerusalem. 

And when His disciples, James and John, 
Lad seen this, they said: ''Lord, wilt Thou 
that we command fire to come down from 
heaven and consume them ?'* 

4. But Jesus, turningj rebuked them, say- 
ing, " You know not by what spirit you are 
animated. The Son of Man is come, not to 
destroy souls, but to save." And they went on 
into another city. 

We learn from this that the zeal which 
prompts us to inflict an injury on our neigh- 
bour does not come from God. 

5. On another occasion, being on His way to 
Jerusalem, Jesus entered a city called Betha- 
nia, and a woman named Martha receive*! Him 
into her house. Martha had a sister called 
Mary, and a brother named Lazarus, and all 
three were beloved by our Divine Lord. Their 
joy was therefore very great at His arrival. 
Mary placed herself near our Saviour. She 
sat at His feet, and listened attentively to every 
word He uttered. 
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Marthai on thd contrary, gave her nndiyided 
attention to household cares, for she was 
anxious to show all honour to the great Guest 
who had condescended to visit her. Having 
therefore many things to attend to, she came to 
Jesus, and said, '' Lord, dost Thou not see 
that my sister has left me alone to serve? 
Speak to her then that she may help me." 

But the Lord, answering her, said : ^* Mar- 
tha, Martha, thou art careful, and art troubled 
about many things — and nevertheless, one thing 
only is necessary. Mary has chosen the better 
part, which shall not be taken away from her." 

One thing alone is necessary : To hear the 
word of God, and keep it. 



QUESTIONS. 

1. How did our Lord pay the tribute ? 

2. What example does He give us in this 
instance ? 

8. What did James and John wish to do 
when the Samaritans refused to receive oar 
Lord? 

4. How did Jesus reprove their false zeal ? 

5. Relate the history of Martha and Mary. 

^^ Be ye avhject therefore to every human 
creature for GocCs sake ; whether it be to the 
king aa excelling, or to govemore as »ent by hhn 
for the punishment of evil doers, and for the 
praise of the good, 

''For so is the will of God, that by dovng 
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well you may puit to nUnce the ignorance of 

foolish men Honour aU men, love the 

brotherkoody fear Ood, honour the king.'* — 1 
P^terii. 18, 14, 16, 17. 



LESSON XL. 

liAZABCS BAI8ED TO LIFE. 

1. Some time after omr Lord's yisit to 
Bethania, Lazamdy the brother of Martha and 
Mary, fell sick; and they, fall of confidence 
in our Lord's power and goodness, sent to tell 
Bim of their affliction, in words few and sim- 
ple, but breathing the most nnbonnded tmst. 
"Lord," said they, "He whom Thou lovest is 
sick." 

When Jesus received the message, He merely 
said : " This sickness is not unto death, but 
for the glory of Ood, that the Son of Ood may 
be glorified by it." And He remained two 
days more in the same place. 

On the third day. He said to His disciples, 
" Let us return into Judea : Lazarus, our 
fnend, sleepeth ; but I go that I may awaken 
him." 

' By these words, Jesus meant that Lazarus 
was dead ; but His disciples, believing He 
spoke only of ordinary sleep, remarked ia 
reply ; ** Lord, if he sleeps he will be cured." 
Then Jesus said to them plainly, '^ Lazarus is 
dead ; and I am glad for your sakes that I wp 
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not there, that your faith may be confirmed : 
but let us go to him/' 

2. Our Lord delayed His return into Judea, 
that He might thus have an opportunity of 
manifesting His divine power^ by working a veiy 
wondetful miracle. 

When He and His disciples came near 
Bethania, they learned that Lazarus had been 
already four days in the tomb; and as that 
city was not far from Jerusalem, several Jews 
had come to see Martha and Mary, and to con- 
sole them for the loss of their brother. 

As soon as Martha heard that Jesus was ap* 
preaching, she went to meet Him, and, with 
firm faith and confidence in His power, ex- 
claimed : '' Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my 
brother would not have died ; but now I know 
that whatsoever Thou shalt ask of God, He 
will grant to Thee." 

Jesus said to her : *' Thy brother shall rise 
again." 

Martha answered: ^^I know thai he shall 
rise again in the resurrection at the last day." 

8. Jesus said to her : " I am the Resurrec- 
tion and the Life. He that believeth in Me 
shall live, even although he be dead, and who-^ 
ever liveth and believeth in Me shall not die, 
for ever. Dost thou believe this ?" 

4. These words signify that faith in Jesus 
Christ is indispensably necessary for saltation, 
and will ensure us eternal happiness, prmded 
it be accompanied by good works and t holy 
life, without which, as we learn from another 
nart of God's word, faith is dead. 
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5. Martha replied: "Yes, Lord, I believe 
that Thou art Christ, the Son of the Living 
God, who art come into this world." 

And when she had said this, she returned to 
the house, and, in a low voice, informed her 
sister Mary that the Master had arrived, and 
had called for her. 

Mary at once arose, and hastened to meet 
Him : and the Jews who were with her, infer- 
ring from her sudden departure that she had 
gone to weep over her brother's grave, followed 
her. 

Jesus had not yet entered the city : He was 
still in the place where Martha had met Him. 
When Mary saw Him, she fell at His feet, and 
said : " Lord, if Thou hadst been here my 
brother would not have died." Jesus was 
troubled at her tears, and those of her friends, 
and with a heavy sigh He asked, "Where have 
you laid him ?" 
• They said to Him : " Lord, come and see." 

And Jesus wept; on. which the Jews ob- 
served to each other : "Behold, how He loved 
him." 

6. Meanwhile, they reached the sepulchre, 
which was a cavern hollowed in the rock, and 
closed with a stone. Jesus commanded that 
the stone should be removed, but this Martha, 
through consideration for our Lord, endea- 
voured to prevent, knowing that as her brother 
had been four days dead, the opening of the 
tomb must be disagreeable, or perhaps dan- 
gerous. But Jesus said to her : " Did I not 
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say to th^e that if thou believei thou shalt see 
the glory of God ?" 

The stone was aocordingly rolled away, and 
Jesus, raising His eyes to heaven, prayed. 
Then, with a loud voice, He cried, ** Laaarus, 
eome forth." And instantly the dead man 
arose, and came forth in the presence of all 
the people — his hands and feet still bound with 
bandages, and his face covered with a linen 
cloth. 

We may imagine the terror of the spectators, 
and the delight of the two sisters. No one 
dared to approach, until Jesus said to His disci- 
ples, '' Loose him, and let him go." 

Thus was Lazarus most wonderfully recalled 
from death to life, by an exercise of that al-> 
mighty power, to which nothing is impossible, 
or even difficult. 

7. This miracle, which so strongly excites 
our wonder and admiration, will be renewed, in 
our regard, at the end of the world, when, long 
as our perishable bodies may have lain in the 
tomb, the power of God will call them from 
the dust, to stand before His judgment seat, and 
live for ever in bliss or misery. 



QUESTIONS* 

1. Belate the history of the death of La* 
zarus. 

U. Why did our Lord delay His return to 
Judea ? 

8. What did our Lord say to Martha? 
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4. What did the words signify ? 

£• How did Martha confess her faith ? 

6. How did oar Lord manifest His ahnightj 
power? 

7. What miracle will He one day work for 
a«? 

**Hc 9haU east death down lieadhng fbr 
ever ; and the Lord Ood shaU wipe away team 
from every face^ and the reproach of His people 
He shall take away from off the whole earth ; 
for the Lord hath spoken it. 

** And they shaU say in that day: Lo, this is 
our God ; we have waited for Him, and He 
fviU save us. This is the Lord : we have pa* 
tiently waited for Him. We shall rejoice and 
he joyful in His salvation.*^ — Isaiah xxv, 8, 9. 



LESSON XLL 

HABT AN0XKT3 THJB IBHET 07 OTTB LOBD. 

1. Several of the Jews who witnessed the 
miracnlous resnrreetion of Lazarns confessed 
the divinity of Christ ; but others of them pro- 
ceeded at once to inform the Pharisees of what 
bad taken place, and these, assembling in ooan- 
dl, resolved that Jesus should be apprehended 
and put to death. 

2. However, as the time that our Lord had 
fixed for His sacrifice had not yet come. He 
retired with His disciples to a part of the conn- 
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try bordering on the Desert; returning, six 
days before the Passover, to Bethania, whence 
He intended to proceed to Jerusalem. 

3. Lazarus and his sisters gladly seized the 
Opportunity of His visit to Bethania to testify 
their love and gratitude by preparing an enter- 
tainment for Him and His disciples, at the 
house of a man named Simon, whom Jesus had 
formerly cured of the leprosy. Martha afifec- 
tionately served Him at table, whilst Lazarus 
took his place amongst the guests. 

During supper, Mary brought an alabaster 
box, containing a pound of very valuable per- 
fumed oil of pure spikenard ; some of it she 
poured over the feet of our Lord, which she 
dried with her hair, and the remainder she 
poured over His head, so that the house was 
filled with the odour of the costly perfume. 

4. This manifestation of her profound respect 
and grateful affection was loudly censured by 
Judas Iscariot, one of the disciples, who after- 
wards betrayed his Lord, and delivered Him to 
the Jews. He said it would have been better 
to sell the perfume, and give the price to the 
poor, than thus to squander it. But, in truth, 
being avaricious and dishonest, he thought less 
of relieving the poor than of enriching himself 
by the sale of the perfume ; the money derived 
from which he could easily have appropriated, 
at least in pari, as he had charge of the common 
purse. 

Others among the guests also secretly con- 
demned Mary for wasting the precious oil. 
6. But Jesus, who reads the secrets of hearts. 
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asked, ** Why do you trouble her ? She hath 
wrought a good work upon Me : for the poor 
yon have always with you, and you can be cha- 
ritable towards them as often as you wish, but 
Me you have not always. She has done what 
was in her power : she has embalmed My body 
beforehand for My burial." Then our Lord 
added, **Amen, I say to you, wherever this 
Gospel shall be preached in the whole world, 
that which she hath done shall be told for a 
memory of her." 

And these words of our Lord are accomplished^ 
even to this day. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What did the Pharisees resolve on hear- 
ing of the resurrection of Lazarus ? 

2. How did our Lord defeat their inten- 
tions ? 

8. What took place when Jesus returned to 
Bethania ? 

4. What did Judas and others think of the 
manner in which Mary testified her love and 
gratitude ? 

6. How did Jesus defend her ? 

** Dearly beloved, let us love one another, for 
charity is of Ood. And every one that loveth 
is born of God, and knoweth God. 

" He that loveth not knoweth not God, for God 
is charity. 

** By this hath the charity of God appeared 
towards us, because God hath sent His only^ 
begotten Son into the world, that we may live by 
Him."— 1 John, iv. 7, 9. 
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LESSON XLn, 

JBSX7S ENTEB8 aXBU8ALBM« 

1. On the day following His retnm to 
Bethania, Jesus proceeded to Jerasalem. And 
when He had reached Beibphage, near tbo 
Mount of Olives, He said to two of His disci-^ 
pies : ** Go into the Tillage that is over against 
yon, and there you shall find an ass tied,, and a 
colt with her, on which no man yet hath ridden. 
Loose them, and bring them to Me. And if 
any one shall say anything to you, say that the 
Lord hath need of them, and forthwith he will 
let them go." The disciples went, therefore, 
and did as Jesus had commanded: they 
brought the ass and the colt ; and, laying their 
garments on the colt, Jesus rode upon it, thua 
fulfilling the prophecy of Zacharias. 

" Tell ye the daughter of Sion : Behold thy 
King cometh to thee, meek, and sitting upon 
an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of her that is 
used to the yoke." 

Jerusalem was at this time crowded with 
strangers and Jews, who had come from all 
parts of Judea, to celebrate the approaching fes- 
tival of the Passover. The report of the mira- 
culous resurrection of Lazarus had spread with 
great rapidity, and the people listened in as* 
tonishment to the details given by those who 
had witnessed it. 
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2. As soon as. it was known that Jesns, th^ 
Anther of the prodigy, was abont to enter Jero* 
salem, an immense number of people went ont 
to meet Him, and, transported, with joy, spread 
their garments on the way He was to pass, or 
eat bOTghs from the trees, and strewed them 
before Him* All carried branches of palm, and 
those that went first, and that followed, cried 
ant, saying, *' Hosanna to the Son of David. 
Blessed ia He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest." 

In ^e crowd were some of the Pharisees^ 
who, instead of sharing in the general joy, and 
joining the people in honouring Jesus, envied 
His popularity, and insolently said> ** Master, 
rebuke Thy disciples." But Jesus replied, " I 
say to you, that if these, were silent, the very 
Btones would cry out." 

And He silently pursued His way, amidst the 
benedictions and songs of joy which resounded 
on every side, 

8. When, from the Mount of Olives, He 
caught sight of Jerusalem, He exclaimed, in a 
tone of profound sadness, addressing the 
faithless city, " If thou hadst known, even in 
this day which is given to thee, the things tha^t 
are to thy peace ;" that is, that would save thee 
from ruin, and bring thee to happiness — " but 
BOW they are hidden from thy eyes. And, 
therefore, because thou wilt not accept the 
mercy offered to thee, the days shall come wheXi 
thy enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and 
shall shut thee in, and shall surround thee on 
every side^ and shall totally destroy thee^ not 
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leaving in thee a stone upon a stone." These 
sorrowful words He accompanied with tears 
drawn from His loving Heart by compassion for 
the doomed city. 

When He entered it, the whole city was 
moved, saying, "Who is this?" And the 
people answered, *' This is Jesus the Prophet, 
from Nazareth of Galilee." 

4. Then Jesus went into the temple, where 
He again found the money-changers and the 
traders in cattle, irreverently carrying on their 
traffic : and He drove them forth once more, as 
He had done three years earlier. 

Then there came to Him, in the temple, the 
blind and the lame, and He healed them ; and 
the children, who had assembled round Him, 
seeing these miracles, were astonished, and they 
also cried joyfully, "Hosanna to the Son of 
David." 

5. But the chief priests and the scribes, see- 
ing the miracles, and hearing the children cry- 
ing out in the temple, were indignant, and they 
said to Him, "Dost Thou hear what these 
children say? Command them to be silent." 

But He only replied, *' Have you never read 
these words : ' Out of the mouths of infants and 
sucklings Thou hast perfected praise?' " 

Little children should take particular notice 
of these words, from \^hich they learn for their 
encouragement, . that our Divine Lord does not 
disdain, and will not reject their simple prayers. 
They should be very careful to praise Him fre- 
quently in canticles and hymns, and, above all, 
to offer Him the sacrifice of pious and humble 
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hearts, which He so greatly loves and so richly 
blesses. 

6. We celebrate every year, on Palm Sunday, 
a solemn festival in memory of the triumphant 
entry of our Lord into Jerusalem. 

7. And it is in commemoration of the people 
having carried branches before Him on that 
occasion, that we also, on Palm Sunday, bear in 
our hands branches of blessed palm. 

QtJESTIONS, 

1. Belate the history of our Lord's entrance 
into Jerusalem. 

2. How did the people testify their joy at His 
approach ? 

3. What did Jesus prophecy concerning 
Jerusalem ? 

4. Whom did He drive from the temple ? 

5. How did our Lord teach us that He does 
not despise the prayers of children ? 

6. What festival do we celebrate in honour of 
our Saviour's entry into Jerusalem ? 

7. Of what should the branches of palm re- 
mind us ? 

*' Verily Thou art a hidden God, the Ood oj 
Israel, the Saviour.'' — Isaiah, xlv. 15. 

** Rejoice greatly, daughter ofSion. Shout 
for joy, daughter of Jerusalem. Behold thy 
King shall came to thee — the Just and Saviour 
— He is poor, and riding upon an ass, and upon 
a colt, the foal of her that is used to the yoke." 
— Zacharias, ix. 9. 

10 
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LESSON XLHI- 

OUR LORD PROPHESIES THE DESTRUCTION OF 
JERUSALEM. 

1. The last week of our Lord's mission on 
earth had arrived, and, during the coDcIuding 
days of His ministry, His zeal for instruction 
seemed to increase in ardour, and His infinite 
charity to manifest itself more wonderfully than 
before. 

The leading men amongst the Jews, suspi- 
cious of His doctrine and miracles, were desi- 
rous to put Him to death secretly at night- In 
order therefore to guard against their malice. 
He quitted the city every evening with His 
disciples, and retired to Bethahia, returning 
each morning to Jerusalem to teach in the 
temple. 

On one of these evenings. He happened to 
quit the temple just as the last rays of the 
setting sun illuminated the entire building with 
a brilliant and golden light, and His disciples, 
who stood admiring the magnificent spectacle, 
detained Him, that He also might observe it, 
saying to Him, " Master, behold what manner 
of stones and of buildings are here !" 

And Jesus answered them sadly: "Do yon 
see all these things ? The time will come when 
there shall not be left here a stone upon a stonC; 
that shall not be destroyed." 
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These words surprised the disciples, and they 
wished much to heat them explained. There- 
fore, when they had reached the Mount of Olives, 
and Jesus had seated Himself there, the disci- 
ples gathered round Him. Directly opposite 
where they stood, the city of Jerusalem lay ex- 
tended before them, and the noble temple stood 
out, conspicuous in its magnificence. Peter, 
John, and some of the other disciples, drawing 
near our Lord, privately asked Him, " Master, 
tell us when these things Thou hast foretold 
shall come to pass, and what signs shall precede 
the end of the world." 

2. Jesus replied with great solemnity : 
''Wherever a dead body is, there shall the 
eagles be gathered together," that is, Jerusalem, 
like a corpse, shall become the prey of her ene- 
mies. '^ When you shall hear of wars and sedi- 
tions, be not troubled, for these things must 
happen, but the end of the world will not be 
yet. In different places, there shall be earth- 
quakes, and pestilence, and famine, and terrific 
signs shall appear in the heavens; all which 
things shall be but the beginning of sorrows. 
But, before this, they shall seize upon you, and 
hate you, and persecute you for My name's sake ; 
they shtdl deliver you up to councils, and to the 
synagogues ; you shall be beaten and cast- into 
prisons ; you shall stand before govemoris and 
before kings for My sake, that you may bear 
testimony to the truth in their presence. And 
when they shall deliver you up, be not troubled 
beforehand about what you shall say; do not 
prepare your answers in anticipation; but what- 
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soever yon shall be inspired to say at the mo- 
ment, that shall you speak. For it is not yea 
that shall speak, but the Holy Ghost. Many 
among you shall be put to death ; but be sure 
that not a hair of your head shall perish but by 
the will of your Father who is in heaven. In 
patience and resignation you shall possess yonr 
souls. And because iniquity hath abounded, 
the charity of many shall grow cold. The 
calamities of that time shall exceed all that 
have been seen from the beginning of the world 
until then. 

" Take heed that no one deceive you ; for many 
will come in My name, and there shall arise 
false prophets, and they shall show signs and 
wonders to deceive, if it were possible, even the 
elect. 

V *' And when you shall see Jerusalem sur- 
rounded with an army, know that its destruction 
is at hand. Then let those who are in Judea 
flee to the mountains, and those who are in the 
city, depart from it. Let those who are within 
reach not enter in ; and he that is in the field, 
let him not go back to take his coat ; for these 
are the days of God's vengeance upon a sinful 
people who have merited His wrath. 

" Many shall perish by the sword, and many 
shall be led away captives, and dispersed among 
all nations. And Jerusalem shall be inhabited 
by the Gentiles, until the times shall be ful- 
filled." 

These predictions of our Lord were accom- 
plished forty years afterwards, and since that 
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time the Jews have been dispersed over the 
world and persecuted. 

5. Even now, they have no distinct govern- 
ment, and cannot establish themselves so as to 
constitute a nation either at Jerusalem, or in 
any other land. 

The fulfilment of this prophecy is among the 
most striking of the miracles which testify the 
truth of the Gospel. 



QUESTIONS. 

1. What did our Lord say of the temple ? 

2. In what words did He foretell the persecu- 
tions His disciples would have to undergo ? 

8. How did He prophesy the destruction of 
Jerusalem? 

4. How many years later was this prediction 
i fulfiUed? 

5. What has been the fate of the Jews since 
I that time ? 

! '* O, all ye that pass by the way, attend and 

j see if there be any sorrow like to my sorrow; 
\ Jor He hath made a vintage of Me, as the Lord 

spoke in the day of His fierce anger "-^ 

Lamentations, i. 12. 
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LESSON XLIV. 

JESUS PBOPHESIES THE END OF THE WOBLD. 

1. After predicting the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, our Lord described the signs which 
should precede .the end of the world. 

After these days of fearful tribulation, and 
when the Gospel shall have been preached in 
the whole world, for a testimony to all nations, 
then shall the end of the world come. 

The sun shall be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light; the stars shall fall 
from heaven, and the powers of heaven shall 
be moved. On the earth, there shall be distress 
amongst nations, because of the roaring of the 
sea and of the waves, and men withering away 
for fear, in expectation of the things that shall 
come to pass throughout the world. 

2. Then shall the sign of the Son of Man 
appear in the heavens, and all the tribes of thd 
earth shall mourn, and they shall see the Son 
of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
great power and. majesty. Then He shall send 
His angels with a trumpet, and with a great 
voice, to gather together His elect from the four 
quarters of the earth. 

But when these things begin to come to pass, 
look up, and lift up your heads, because your 
redemption is at hand. Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but My words shall not pass away. 
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Of that day and hoar, no man knoweth, not 
even the angels in heaven, but the Father alone. 
Take heed, therefore ; watch and pray, for ye 
know not when the time shall come. 

8. Now, when the Son of Man shall come in 
His majesty, with His angels, He shall sit upon 
the throne of His glory, and all nations shall 
be assembled before Him : and He shall separate 
them one from another, as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. And He shall place 
the sheep on His right hand, and the goats on 
His left. 

4. Then the King shall say to those who are 
on His right hand, " Come, ye blessed of My 
Father, possess the kingdom which was pre* 
pared for you from the foundation of the world. 
For I was hungry, and you gave Me to eat : I 
was thirsty, and you gave me to drink; I was a 
stranger, and you received Me ; I was naked, 
and you clothed Me ; I was sick, and you visited 
Me ; I was in prison, and you came to Me.'* 

Then the just shall say to Him, "Lord, 
when did we do all these things for Thee ?" 
And the King shall answer them, *' Amen, I 
say to you, that as often as you did this to one 
of the least of My brethren, you did it to Me." 

Then He shall say to those who are on His 
left hand, '^ Depart from Me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, which was prepared for the 
devil and his angels. For I was hungry, and 
you gave Me not to eat ; I was thirsty, and you 
gave Me not to drink ; I was naked, and you 
clothed Me not ; I was sick, and in prison^ and 
you visited Me not." 
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Then they also shall answer Him, saying: 
*' Lord, when did we see Thee hungry, or thirsty, 
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, 
and did not minister to Thee ?" 

And He shall answer : '* Amen, I say to you, 
as long as you did it not to one of the least of 
My brethren, you did it not to Me." 

And these last shall go into everlasting pun- 
ishment, but the just shall enter into life ever- 
lasting. 

As our Lord's prophetic words concerning the 
destruction of Jerusalem were verified forty 
years after they were spoken, so shall His pro- 
phecy of the end of the world, with equal cer- 
tainty, be fulfilled at some future period, known 
©nly to God. 

Live, therefore, in such a manner, that when 
-the awful day of the last judgment arrives, you 
may merit a place at His right hand, and escape 
the misfortune of finding yourselves at His left, 
amongst those doomed to eternal perdition. 

From the words you have just read, you learn 
that our Lord really considers all who suflFer 
from poverty or other evils, as representing 
Himself; that He wishes us to see Him in 
their persons ; that when we do good to them. 
He accepts our services as if rendered to His 
own Divine Person ; and that, when, on the 
other hand, we neglect them, it is to Him we 
refuse our help. 

By this affecting and solemn lesson, our Lord 
teaches us that, without the observance of His 
precept of charity towards our fellow-creatures, 
■"e cannot hope to gain heaven. 
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QUESTIONS. 

1. What did our Lord say of the end of the 
world ? 

2. How did He describe the last judgment ? 
8. Whom does He call sheep and goats ? . 
4. On what yirtue does oar salvation chiefly 

depend ? 

" Lift up your eyes to heaven, and look down 

to the earth beneath : /or the heavens shall 

I vanish like smoke, and the earth shall be worn 

I away like a garment, and the inhabitants 

thereof shall perish in like manner : but My 

I salvation shall be for ever, and My judgment 

shall not fail. 

"Hearken to Me, you that know what is 
just, My people, who have My law in your 
heart : fear ye not the reproach of men, and be 
not afraid of their blasphemies. 

" For the worm shall eat them vp as a gar^ 
ment; and the moth shall consume them as 
wool : but my salvation shall be for ever, andL 
my justice from generation to generation" — 
Isaiah, li, 6, 8. 
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LESSON XLV. 

THE LAST SUPPEB. 

1. The time when the Messiah was to be 
delivered np to His enemies, and put to death 
for the world's redemption, was now fast ap- 
proaching. Jesus had spoken to His disciples 
of these sad events several times during the 
last week, in order to prepare them for the sor- 
rowful trial awaiting them. 

2. '' The time is at hand," He had said, 
" and all things shall be accomplished which 
were written by the prophets concerning the 
Son of Man. He shall be betrayed to the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and shall be 
delivered to the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, 
and scourged, and spit upon : and after they 
have scourged Him, they will put Him to 
death, and the third day He shall rise again." 

As the time of His passion drew still nearer 
He said, *^ After two days the Pasch shall be 
celebrated, and then the Son of Man shall be 
delivered up to be crucified." 

8. On the first day of the festival of the 
Passover, He sent Peter and John to make the 
necessary preparations for its celebration, say- 
ing: 

** Go into the city, where you shall meet a 
man carrying a pitcher of water: follow him 
into whatsoever house he shall enter^ and say 
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to the owner of that honse : The Master has 
Bent to ask where He may eat the Pasch with 
His disciples. He will show yoa a large din- 
ing room furnished^ and there you shall pre* 
pare the Pasch." 

The disciples went into the city, and every- 
thing happening as Jesus had told them, they 
prepared the Pasch according to His commands. 
When evening was come, Jesus with the twelve 
apostles came to the house appointed, where 
they found a large and well-lighted room pre- 
pared for them. In the centre of the apart- 
ment stood a tahle, on which was served a 
roasted lamb, with some wine, and loaves of 
nnleavened bread. A similar supper was pre- 
pared on that evening, for every Jewish family, 
in accordance with a precept of the law of 
Moses. The object of this ordinance was to 
remind the people how on the night of deliver- 
ance from the slavery of Egypt God had com- 
manded their forefathers to slay a lamb, and 
mark their doors with its blood, that thus they 
might escape the sword of the destroying 
angel. 

Our Lord took His place at table, surrounded 
by His twelve apostles; and looking round on 
them with paternal affection, He addressed 
them in most touching words. 

*'My friends," He said, **I have ardently 
desired to eat this Pasch with you before I 
suffer. For I say to you, I will not drink 
from henceforth of the fruit of the vine, until 
the day when I shall drink it new with you in 
Jihe kingdom of My Father." That is: Until 
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My death shall haTe re-opened heaven for 
you. 

5. Then He rose from table, and laid aside 
His garment, and taking a towel, He girded 
Himself with it ; after which He poored water 
into a basin, and began to wash the feet of His. 
disciples, and to wipe them with the towel with 
which He was girded. 

6. It was the custom in Eastern oonntries to 
use, instead of shoes such as we wear, mere 
soles tied with strings; and these were re- 
moved before every meal by servants, who 
washed the feet of the gnests to cleanse them 
from dast. To this custom it was that our 
Lord now conformed. 

When Simon Peter saw Jesus approaching 
him he exclaimed : *' Lord, dost Thou wash 
my feet?" Jesus answered him: "What I 
do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know 
and understand hereafter. If I do not wash 
thy feet, thou shalt have no part with Me." 
And Peter submitted to the will of his Divine 
Master. 

7. After He had washed their feet, Jesus 
removed His garment, and again seating Him- 
self at table He said : ''Do you understand 
the meaning of what I have just done ? You 
call Me Master and Lobd, and you do well,. 
for so I am. If then I, who am your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet, you should 
also wash one another's feet, for I have given 
you an example, that what I have d«ne you 
may also do." 

How wonderful a lesson of humility and 
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charity does onr Heavenly Master here give ns ! 
Who, with such a model before his eyes, could 
consider any service required by a fellow crea- 
ture too difficult, or too humiliating ? What 
the Master has done the servant may well do ; 
for the servant is less than his lord. 



QUESTIONS. 

1. Did Jesus know that the time of His 
Passion was approaching ? 

2. In what words did He predict it ? 

3. What preparations did He order the apos- 
tles to make for the celebration of the Pass- 
over ? 

4. What did our Lord say when He was 
seated at table ? 

5. What example of humility and charity did 
He give to His disciples? 

6. What gave rise to the custom of washing 
the feet ? 

7- What did our Lord say when He had re- 
sumed His place at the table ? 

" Whosoever shall exalt himself shall he 
humbled, and he that shall humble himself 
shall be exalted.'' — ^Matthew, xxiii. 12. 
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LESSON XLVI. 

TREASON OP JUDAS. INSTITUTION OP THS 
BLESSED EUCHABIST, 

1. After Jesus had spoken on the preceding 
and many other subjects to His disciples, He 
announced to them with great solenmity and 
sadness that one of them was about to betray 
Him. And the disciples, grieved at the sorrow- 
ful intelligence, asked Hinif one after anotheri 
*' Is it 1, Lord ? 

Jesus answered, " It is one of the twelve. 
The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written 
of Him, but woe to that man by whom He 
shall be betrayed. It were better for him that 
he had never been born." 

The anxiety of the apostles increased at 
these words, and they looked at each other, 
doubting of whom He spoke. Peter made a 
sign to John, who was placed near Jesus, to 
ask the traitor's name ; and accordingly, John, 
bending towards our Divine Saviour, said: 
** Who is it. Lord ?" Jesus answered : " It is 
he to whom I shall give a piece of bread 
dipped." And He gave the bread to Judas 
Iscariot. 

The latter took the morsel and ate it ; after 
which, Satan immediately entered into him, and 
regardless of the warning of our Lord, he went 
out to complete the work of treachery by seek* 
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ing the chief priests, who had promised him 
thirty pieces of silver, if he would deliver Jesus 
into their hands. 

Night had set in by the time Judas left the 
table, and when he was gone, Jesus said : 
** Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God ia 
glorified in Him." 

2. After having complied with the ordinance 
of the Law of Moses, by eating the Paschal 
lamb with His apostles, Jesus, who had come 
to establish the New Law, instituted the Chris- 
tian Passover, that is the most adorable Sacra- 
ment of His Body and Blood, commonly called 
the EucHABiST, which word signifies Thanks^ 
giving. 

While they were yet at table. He took bread, 
and, having given thanks, He broke it, and gave 
to His disciples, saying : 

" Take ye and eat. This is My Body which 
shall be given for you. Do this for a com- 
memoration of Me." 

He took, in like manner, the cup which con- 
tained the wine, and having given thanks to 
His Heavenly Father, He gave it to His disci- 
ples, saying : " Take and drink ye all of this; 
for this is My Blood — the Blood of the New 
Testament — which shall be shed for you for the 
remission of sins. Do this in commemoration 
of Me." 

Thus was the New Passover substituted for 
the Old, and the all-holy Lamb of God for the 
Paschal lamb. Both were on this day oflfered 
together, but henceforth the Paschal Sacrifice 
was to cease ; for it had only been a type, or 
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6. ''Let not your hearts be troubled/' He 
said, '' if yon believe in God, believe also in 
Me." That is, place your trust and confidence 
in Me, as you would in Ood whose Son I am. 
''There are many mansions in My Father's 
house, where I go to prepare a place for you ; 
and I will come again, and will take you vriith 
Me, that where I am you also may be. You 
know where I go, and you know the way, for 
you have learned that I am the Way, and the 
Truth, and the Life, and that no one can come 
to the Father but by Me. 

" Whatfever you shall ask the Father in My 
Name shall be granted to you. I will ask My 
Father, and He will give you another consoler 
and helper, the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of 
Truth, to remain with you and teach you all 
things. I will not leave you orphans.'' ^ 

6. " Do you love Me with a real solid love ? 
Then keep My commandments. He thai knows 
My commandments and keeps them, he it is 
that loves Me. And He that loves Me shall be 
loved by My Father, and I will love him also, 
and will make Myself known to him. We mH 
come to him, and will make Our dwelling with 
him. 

" I speak these things to you, whilst I am 
with you ; but the Comforter — that is the Holy 
Spirit, whom My Father will send in My name — 
will teach you all things, and will remind you 
of all that I have said to you." 

Then, as a last farewell. He said : " I leave 
vou peace — ^I give you My peace— I do not give 

to you as the world gives it; for the world, or 
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external things, cannot confer tme happiness. 
I will not now speak farther to yon, for the 
prince of this world cometh, although in Me 
there is nothing which belongs to him ;" that 
is, between Me, the all-holy God, and Satan, the 
prince of darkness, there can be no participa- 
tion — "but that the world may know that I 
love the Father, and that I do in all things 
that which He has commanded. Arise, and let 
us go hence." 



QUESTIONS. 

1. In what words did oar Lord announce 
His approaching death to His apostles ? 

2. Did they understand Him ? 

3. How did St. Peter manifest his love for 
his Divine Master ? 

4. How did Jesus reply to him ? 

5. What consolation did He promise to the 
apostles ? 

6. Who are those who love our Diyine 
Lord? 

" Be sober, and watch, because your adver- 
sary the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about, 
sedcing whom he may devour'' — 1 St. Peter v. 
8. 
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LESSON XLVm. 

INSTRUCTION CONTINUED — PRAYER OF OUR LORD. 

1. Jesus then arose : and, after He and His 
disciples had sung a hymn of thanksgiving, 
they went out to the Mount of Ohves. The 
hearts of all were sad and heavy, and they 
walked on in silence. 

When they had passed the gates of the city, 
our Lord resumed His instructions. The 
vines which, douhtless, grew along their path, 
must have furnished Him with the subject of 
the following beautiful simile. 

"lam," said He, *'the true Vine — yon are 
the branches ; and My Father is the Husband- 
man. He will cut away the branches that do 
not bear fruit ; and those that are productive 
He will cleanse, that they may bear more fruit. 
Without Me you can do nothing ; for, as the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it be 
attached to the vine, so neither can you unless 
you abide in Me. He that abides in Me, and 
I in him, will bear much fruit. He that abides 
not in Me shall be cast out like a severed 
branch ; he shall wither, and shall be gathered 
up, and cast into the fire to burn. Keep My 
commandments, and love one another as I 
have loved you, and you shall abide in My 
love. 

" If the world hate you, know that ifc has 
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hated Me before you. You will be persecuted 
by the world, but take courage, I have over- 
come the world." 

After these words, Jesus stopped at a little 
distance from the Mount of Olives, near the 
brook Cedron, and there, surrounded by His 
disciples, in the solemn stillness of night. He 
raised His eyes to heaven, and uttered the fol- 
lowing beautiful and affecting prayer. 

" Father, the hour is come wherein I am to 
suffer. Glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son may 
glorify Thee, and may bestow eternal life on all 
whom Thou hast given to Him. This is eter- 
nal life, to know Thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent. . 

** I have finished the work which Thou gav- 
est Me to do. I have manifested Thy name to 
men. I have given them the words which 
Thou gavest to Me : they have received them ; 
and they have known in truth that I came 
from Thee, and have believed that Thou didst 
send Me. 

8. " Holy Father, I beseech Thee to keep 
them from evil, that they may be one, as We 
are One." — That is, united like the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, who, although 
three distinct persons, are only one God. 
" Strengthen them in truth. Thy word is truth. 
I sanctify Myself for them, that they also may 
be sanctified in truth. 

4. "And I pray not only for these," (the 
apostles,) "but also for those who afterwards shall 
believe in Me through their word, that they 
may all be one, united amongst themselves. 
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as Thou» Father, in Me, and I in Thee, that 
they inay be one in Us. 

6, *' Father, My will is that where I am, 
there those whom Thou hast given Me may 
also be : that they may see My glory — the glory 
that Then hast given to Me, because Thou 
hast loved Me before the creation of the world." 

After Jesus had concluded His prayer. He 
passed, with His disciples, over the brook 
Cedron, and directed His steps towards the 
Mount of Olives. 



QUESTIONS. 

1. Under what comparison did our Lord 
convey His instruction to His disciples ? 

2. What did He say of Eternal Life ? 
S. What did He ask for His apostles ? 

4. Did He pray for any others besides the 
apostles ? 

5. What did He ask for them in particular ? 

** The old error is passed away : Thou wUt 
keep peace : peace because we have hoped in 
Thee. 

" You have hoped in the Lord for evermore — 
in the Lord Ood mighty for ever.'* — Isaiah xxvi. 
8-4. 
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LESSON XLIX. 

JESUS IN THB GARDEN OF OLIVES. 

1. The sorrowing disciples followed their 
Lord to a garden, which was near a farm called 
Gethsemani. There Jesns desired them to sit 
while He prayed, recommending them also to 
pray, lest they should enter into temptation* 
And He took with Him into the garden only 
Peter, James and John. 

2. As He walked in the light of the full 
moon, under the olive trees which grew so 
thickly in that spot as to have given the moun- 
tain its name, He was seized with extreme fear 
at the anticipation of the dreadful sufferings 
He was about to undergo for the expiation of 
our sins ; and in the bitterness of His anguish 
He exclaimed : '' My soul is sorrowful even 
unto death : stay you here and watch with 
Me.'' 

8. Then He went on to the distance of about 
a stone's throw from the three disciples, and, 
kneeling down. He prayed aloud : '^ Father, if 
it be possible, let this chalice pass away from 
Me. Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be 
done." 

4. He then arose, and returned to His disci- 
ples. Finding them asleep, He awakened them 
gently, and bending over Peter, He said: 
*' SimoDi dost Thou also sleep ? What ! could 



168 SCRIPTURE XESSONS. 

none of you watch one hour with Me ? Watch 
and pray, that you enter not into tempta- 
tion ; for the spirit is willing, hut the flesh is 
weak.*' 

6. From these words we learn that, although 
it is easy to make good resolutions, strength is 
needed to observe them, and that this necessary • 
grace can only be obtained through prayer. It 
was not only to His disciples that our Lord 
said, ** Watch and pray,*' He addressed us all 
in their persons, teaching us that it is only by 
the use of these salutary precautions we can 
avoid evil, and escape yielding to temptation. 

Fear and sadness once more overwhelming 
our loving Redeemer, He withdrew, and for the 
second time, bowing His Face to the ground, 
He prayed : " Father, if it be possible, grant 
that this cup may pass away without My drink- 
ing of it ; but yet, not My will, but Thine be 
done.*' And returning to His disciples. He 
found them again asleep, because their eyes were 
heavy from watching and sadness. He re- 
proved them gently as at first, and withdrew 
again. 

6. Intense anguish now seized on Him, and 
falling into an agony, there came on Him a 
sweat, as of drops of blood, which trickled 
down upon the ground. But He prayed the 
more earnestly, saying : " Father, if it be Thy 
will, let this chalice pass from Me. Neverthe- 
less, not as I will, but as Thou wilt.*' And an 
angel appeared from heaven to console Him. 
Fortified by His prayer, and resigned to the 
sufferings of His Passion, He rose, and return- 
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ing to His disciples, He said to them : '^ Sleep 
nowy and take yoar rest. The hour is at hand, 
and the Son of Man is about to be delivered 
up into the hands of sinners. Arise, let us 
go. Behold, he is at hand that will betray 
Me." 

And immediately, while He was yet speak- 
ing, a troop of men armed with swords and 
sticks, and carrying lanterns and torches, en- 
tered the garden. They were led by Judas 
Iscariot, who accosted our Divine Lord with 
the words, ** Hail Master !" and then kissed 
Him. 

8. This was the sign by which the traitor 
had agreed to point out Jesus to the soldiers 
who came to seize Him. But the loving Sa- 
viour, wishing doubtless to give him an oppor- 
tunity of repentaiice, said gently to him : 
** Friend, why art thou come hither? Judas, 
dost thou betray the Son of Man with a 
kiss ?" Then, advancing alone towards the 
armed troop. He asked: "Whom do you 
seek ?" They answered : ** Jesus of Nazareth." 
He said to them : ** I am He." 
' 9. And as soon as He had said, " I am He," 
they drew back, and fell to the ground. By 
this miracle, Jesus manifested His Almighty 
power, and clearly proved that it was by His 
own will alone He was about to surrender Him- 
self into the hands of His enemies. 

When the soldiers had risen. He asked them 
again, " Whom do you seek ?" And they an- 
swered, ** Jesus of Nazareth." 

^'I have already told you that I am He ' 
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replied JesQS. '' If then I am the One whom 
yoa seek^ let these/' meaning His disciples, 
** go their way." And immediately the soldiers 
seized and secured Him. 

10. Then Peter drew his sword, and cut off 
the right ear of a servant of the High Priest. 
Bat Jesas rebuked him, saying to him, " Put 
up thy sword into its sheath ; dost thou not 
know that I can ask My Father, and He will 
give Me presently twelye legions of angels? 
But the.Scriptures must be fulfilled, which have 
foretold these things." And having touched 
the man's ear. He healed him. 

11. Then Jesus permitted the soldiers to 
bind, and lead Him away. And the disciples 
abandoned Him, and fled. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What did Jesus say to His apostles on* 
entering the Garden of Gethsemani ? 

2. How did He describe His extreme sad- 
ness ? 

8. In what words did He pray to His Heftvenly 
Father? 

4. What did He say to His disciples when 
He found them asleep ? 

5. Do these words apply to us ? 

6. To what state was He reduced ? 

7. Who came to console Him ? 

8. How did He receive the traitor Judas ? 

9. What happened to the soldiers ? 

10. How did He rebuke Peter ? 

11. How did His disciples act when He was 
apprehended ? 
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" But thou, a man of one mind, my guide 
and my famMiar, who didst take sweetmeats 
together with m«." — ^Psalm liv. 14, 15. 

" Strike the shepherd, and the sheep shall he 
scattered.** — Zacharias xiii. 7. 



LESSON L. 

JESUS BEFORE OAIPHAS — DENIAL OF ST. PETEB. 

1. Bonnd like a malefactor, oar Divine Lord 
was led into Jerusalem, and taken first to the 
house of Annas, father-in-law to Caiphas, who 
was the high priest for that year. 

2. Here Jesus stood in the hall of judgment, 
while Annas questioned Him on His disciples, 
and His doctrine. 

Jesus answered him : "I have spoken openly 
to all men. I have always taught in the syna- 
gogue, and in the temple, and have said nothing 
in secret; why then do you question Me? 
Question those who heard Me ; they know what 
I have said." 

8. Scarcely had He finished speaking, when 
one of the soldiers struck Him, saying : '' Is 
it thus Thou answerest the High Priest?" 
Jesus patiently hore the insult, and only said : 
'^ If I have spoken ill, give testimony agfuinst 
Me ; hut if well, why dost Thou strike Me?** 

How wonderful an example of God-like pa- 
tience and meekness does our Lord give usj on 
this occasion ! 
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Then Annas sent Jesus, boand, to the hoase 
of Gaiphas, the high priest, where the council 
was already assembled, and false witnesses had 
been hired, to give such testimony against Him 
as might ensure His condemnation. 

Some of them accused Him of expressions 
He had never used ; others reported His words, 
with the addition of a malicious interpretation 
of their own ; but as their depositions did not 
agree, no crime could be proved against Him. 
Jesus heard them in silence. 

4. Then the high priest said in a loud and 
solemn tone, "I adjure Thee by the Living 
God, that Thou tell us if Thou be the Christ, 
the Son of God.'' 

And Jesus said to him, " I am. And thou 
shalt see the Son of Man sitting at the right 
hand of the power of God, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven." 

6. At these words the high priest rent his 
garments, exclaiming, " He has blasphemed ! 
What need have we of witnesses ? You have 
heard His blasphemy. What think you ?" 

And all present replied, ** He merits death." 

Behold Him who had never sinned — ^the 
Holy of Holies — condemned to death by sin^ 
ners! 

6. The soldiers then led Jesus into the 
court-yard of the palace, where He was to pass 
the night ; and not satisfied with all He had 
hitherto sufiered, they began to insult Him 
anew. Some spat on His face — others gave 
Him blows — and others again blindfolded His 
eyes, striking Him, and then insolently chal- 
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lenging Him to prove His divine wisdom by 
guessing who had strack Him. 

Our Divine Lord made no complaint; He 
suffered patiently, silently, and without a mur- 
mur, the ill-treatment of the cruel soldiers. 

7. Meanwhile, Peter had entered the court- 
yard of the palace, and, being cold, he sat down 
to warm himself before a . large fire which had 
been lighted there. Terrified and horror- 
stricken, he had followed his Divine Master at 
a distance, to await the result of His examina- 
tion. The soldiers, with the servants and at- 
tendants of the high priest, were also standing 
round the fire and warming themselves. 

The maid that was portress joined them, and 
when she saw Peter, she said, " You also were 
with Jesus of Nazareth." 

But Peter, in his alarm, answered, " I do 
not know Him. I know not what you say." 
And the cock crowed for the first time, but his 
trouble was so great that he scarcely noticed it. 
Soon after another servant said, after looking 
at him attentively, " You are also one of His 
followers." But Peter again denied that he was 
one of them. 

And soon after some of those who stood 
round approached, and said to him : *' Surely 
thou also art one of them, for even thy speech 
doth betray thee." Then He began to curse 
and to swear, saying, "I know not the man." 
And while he was yet speaking, the cock crew 
for the second time. And Jesus, who was in 
the court, turned and looked at him. 

That look pierced Peter to the heart. F 
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recollected the words of our Lord : " Before the 
cock crow twice, thoa shalt deny Me thrice." 
And taming away, he left the court, and wept 
bitterly for his crime. This incident shows us 
the necessity of our Lord's caution to His disci- 
ples to watch and pray, that they might be 
prepared to resist temptation, and not be sur- 
prised by it. If Peter had prayed, he would 
doubtless have had more- courage, and would 
not have denied his Divine Master. 

9. We also deny Jesus when we lead a life 
unworthy of His doctrine. We should care- 
fully guard against human respect: that is, 
we should never be ashamed of doing right, 
nor listen to jests against our holy religion, 
without defending it. On the contrary, we 
should practice it fearlessly, nobly, despising 
ridicule and contempt, otherwise we shall imi- 
tate the cowardice of St. Peter, whilst we can 
have no certainty of imitating his - deep re- 
pentance. 



.QUESTIONS. 

■ 1. Whither was Jesus first led ? 

2. What questions were put to Him ? . How 
did He answer ? 

^ 3. What did He say to the man who struck 
Him? 

4. What questions did Caiphas ask Him? 
What was His reply ? 

5. What did the high priest say when Jesus 
'^''clared Himself to be the Christ ? 
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6. What treatment did He endure for the 
remainder of the night ? 

7. How was His prediction to St. Peter fdl- 
fiUed? 

8. What recalled Peter to repentance ? 

9. How may we also deny Christ ? 

" I have given My body to the strikers, and 
My cheeks to them that plucked them. I have 
not turned away My face from them that re- 
buked Me, and spit upon Me.'' — Isaiah, ii. 6. 



LESSON LI. 

« JESUS BEFOBE PILATE AKD HEBOD. 

1. As soon as morning dawned, the chief 
priests, the senators, the scribes, and all the 
council assembled anew, for the purpoas of 
carrying out the sentence of Jesus. They had 
already condemned Him to death, boti being 
under the dominion of the Romans, they had 
not power themselves to put the sentence into 
execution. This could be done only by the ^ 
authority of the Roman governor. Mf 

After debating as to what they should Bay to; "* 
the governor, the entire assembly rose, in & 
body, and led Jesus, bound as a criminal, tcr* 
Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea, 
According to their law, the Jews could niit 
enter a court of justice at the season of the * 
Passover. The spirit of the precept of coutf 



i 
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meant that they were forbidden at that time to 
bring an accusation against any one ; but they 
violated this command without scruple, taking 
care, meanwhile, to keep to the letter of the 
law, by refusing to enter the hall, or tribunal of 
justice. As they persisted in remaining out- 
side Pilate's palace, he was obliged to come 
forth, and enquire the nature of their accusa- 
tion against Jesus. 

2. With one voice, they began to exclaim, 
*'We have found this Man perverting our 
nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, 
the Boman emperor, -and saying that He is the 
Christ, the King of the Jews.*' 

To the repeated accusations of the chief 
priests, Jesus listened without saying a single 
word in His own defence. Pilate, struck by 
this xsircumstance, said at last, **Dost Thou not 
hear how many things they allege against 
Thee ?" But still Jesus made no answer, and 
the governor, yet more surprised at His con- 
tinued silence, wished to question Him out, of 
the hearing of His enemies. He therefore re- 
entered the hall, sent for Jesus, and there pri- 
vately asked Him, '^ Is it true that Thou callest 
Thyself King of the Jews ?" 

3. Jesus answered, " Thou sayest that I 
am a King, but My kingdom is not of this 
world. I am come into the world to give testi- 
mony of the truth, and every one that loveth 
the truth heareth My voice." Pilate asked 
Him, "What is truth?" But he went away, 
and did not. wart for an answer. He saw, how- 
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ever, that Jesus was innocent, and did not wish 
to condemn Him. 

4. He went oat again to the Jews, and said 
to them, '' I can find no crime in Him." But 
they insisted the more, saying, " He disturbs 
the people, and teaches throughout all Judea, 
from Galilee^ where He began, even to this 
place." 

5. When Pilate heard them speak of Galilee, 
lie asked if Jesus was a Galilean. And as they 
replied that He was, he sent Him to Herod, 
king of Judea, who governed Galilee, and who 
was then staying at Jerusalem, on account of 
the festival. 

Herod, a Jew by birth, was king of a portion 
of Judea, but under the Bomans. Pontius 
Pilate, a Bomon citizen, was governor of Judea 
for the Bomans. Herod was the son of that 
king who had ordered the massacre of the Holy 
Innocents, when the Wise Men came from the 
East to adore the Divine Infant Jesus. 

When Herod learned that Jesus had been 
sent to him, his joy was very great, he had long 
wished to see Him, because he had heard Him 
much spoken of; and he hoped that our Lord 
would work some miracle in his presence. 

6. He therefore asked Him several questions, 
but Jesus made him no reply, neither did He 
answer the chief priests and the scribes, who 
had followed Him, and who continued to accuse 
Him with great violence. 

Herod, finding that Jesus did not speak, 
treated Him with contempt, an exa'mple fol- 
lowed by his courtiers ; and, fully to mark his 

12 
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Bcorn, he clothed Him in a white robe, and sent 
Him, thus attired, back to Pilate. From that 
time, Pilate and Herod became friends, although 
they had hitherto been at variance. Pilate 
thus attained the object he had in view. He 
basely purchased the Jewish king's favour, by 
unnecessarily exposing the guiltless Saviour to 
the insults of another tribunal. 

But, ever calm and patient, Jesus suffered in 
silence, and, without a murmur, permitted His 
guards to lead Him from one place to another. 

7. Meanwhile, Judas, who had betrayed Him 
into the hands of His enemies, seeing that He 
wks condemned, repented of having sold Him 
to the Jews. 

8. He now conceived a horror of the avarice 
which had tempted him to commit so wicked 
an act ; and, becoming suddenly aware of the 
greatness of his crime, he wished to repair it 
by taking back to the chief priests the money ho 
haid received from them. He offered them the 
thirty pieces of silver, saying, " I have sinned 
iii betraying innocent blood.*' 

*' What matters that to us ?" said the priests ; 
" That is your own affair." 

9. Then despair took possession of the soul 
of Judas ; and, instead of weeping, as Peter had 
ddne, and asking pardon of Him whom he knew 
to be the best and most merciful of Masters, he 
yielded to the idea that His crime was too 
grievous for pardon. 

10. Throwing the pieces of silver down in the 
temple, he went away, and hapged himself. 
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QUEBTiaNS. 

1. Why was Jesus taken before the Boman 
Governor ? 

2. Of what did the Jews accuse Him ? 
8. How did Jesas defend Himself? 

4. Did Pilate find Him guilty ? 
6. To whom did Pilate send Him ? 

6. What took place in the court of King 
.Herod ? 

7. Did Judas repent of his crime ? 

8. What had led him to commit it ? 

9. To what feeling did he now abandon him- 
self? 

10. What was his fate ? 

*' Despised, and the most abject of men, a 
Man of sorrows, and acquainted with infirmity, 
and His look was, as it were, hidden and 
despised, whereupon we esteemed Him not. 

** Surely He hath borne our infirmities, and 
carried our sorrows; and we have thought 
Him, as it were, a leper, and as one struck by 
Ood, and afflicted" — Isaiah, liii. 8, 4. 
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LESSON UI. 

BARABBAS PBEFEBBED TO JBSUS. 

1. Oar Divine Lord stood once more before 
the tribunal of the Roman governor ; and he, 
seeing that the chief priests had delivered Him 
up through envy, said to them, ** You accuse 
this Man of exciting the people to revolt. I 
have interrogated Him in your presence, and I 
have not found Him guilty of any crime. 
Neither has Herod. I will chastise Him, there- 
fore, and release Him." 

It was the custom that, on the festival day, 
one prisoner should be released at the selection 
of the people ; and Pilate hoped that, on this 
occasion, he might induce them to use their 
privilege in favour of Jesus. 

2. A criminal named Barabbas was then in 
prison on the charge of sedition and murder, 
and Pilate, never doubting that they would pre- 
fer Jesus to this miscreant, said to the assem- 
bled multitude, " Which will you that I release 
to you, — Barabbas, or Jesus, who is called 
Christ?" 

Just then Pilate's wife sent him a message, 
saying, ''Have thou nothing to do with this 
just Man, for I have suffered much this night in 
a dream on His account." But whilst he lis- 
tened to the message, the chief priests and 
ancients spoke to the people, and persuaded 
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them to ask for Barabbas, and kave Jesus to 
die. So, when the goyemor repeated the ques- 
tion, " Which will yon of the two that I release 
to you ?" they said, " Barabbas !" 

Pilate, still desirous to save Jesus, asked, 
'' What then shall I do with Jesus, whom you 
call the King of the Jews?" And they all 
cried, " Let Him be crucified." 

The governor said, ''But what harm hath He 
done?" Then they cried out the more, like 
madmen, '' Let Him be crucified i"* 

Pilate, now seeing that he gained nothing, 
instead of courageously resisting- the people, 
and setting the innocent Prisoner free, released 
Barabbas the robber, and gave Jesus up to the 
soldiers to be scourged. 

3. Jesus was then led into the court of the 
palace, and there the soldiers removed His gar- 
ments, bound Him to a pillar, and scourged 
Him with savage ferocity. After this,* in 
mockery to His claims to royalty, they placed 
on His head a crown of thorns, on His shoulders 
a purple mantle, and in His hand a reed for a 
sceptre; and bending the knee before Him, 
ihey saluted Him in the words, " Hail^ King of 
the Jews !" 

They spat on Him, and gave Him blows ; they 
took the reed from His hand, and struck Him 
with it on the head, so that the thorns were 
driven yet more deeply into His forehead and 
temples. 

4. Thus, ill-treated and insulted, covered 
with blood and pale with grief, the crown of 
thorns on His head, and the purple mantle on 
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His shonlders, Jesus was led once more 'before 
the people by Pilate, who toped this heart- 
rending spectacle might appease the fury of His 
enemies, 

^'Behold the Man," he exclaimed, in a com- 
passionate tone, pointing to our Divine Lord, 
adding, " I can find no crime in Him." 

But once more arose the fierce cry — " Crucify 
.Him! crucify Him!" 

5. And when Pilate, who had not courage to 
^ei Him free, again demanded, ** Shall I crucify 
your King?" the leadors of the people cried, 
"'* If you deliver this Man, you are not the 
emperor^ s friend ; for whosoever calls himself a 
king, speaks against the emperor." 

These words alarmed Pilate, who feared that 
if he did justice to the innocent Jesus, he might 
himself be dismissed from office ; seeing, more- 
over, that the tumult was only increasing, heat 
length sacrificed his conscience to his cow- 
urdice. 

6. He first attempted, by an unmeaning 
ceremony, and an idle protestation, to silence 
his remorse for condemning a guiltless Man to 
death ; calling for water, and, while washing his 
hands before the people, solemnly declaring, 
** I am innocent of the blood of this just Man ; 
you are answerable for it." To this the people 
answered, ** May His blood be upon us, and 
lipon our children !" A fearful sentence, visited 
on the Jews even to this day ! 

Jesus was then delivered to His enemies to 

be crucified. Amidst all this wild tumult, under 

^jme- fi^i^g insult^, and excessive torments* 

Ik 
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He remained calm and silent^ submitting to 
bear all ignominies, to endare all pains, even to 
die in anguish for the love of men. 

Let us meditate on this divine patience, and 
on the infinite charity of which it was an evi- 
dence. 

7. "We learn from the conduct of Pilate, 
that cowardice, and selfish attachment to our 
own interests, may lead as surely to great 
crimes as revenge, hatred, and anger. 

Pilate was not less guilty than the Jews, for 
be condemned Jesus to unheard-of torments, 
and then to death, although he knew Him to 
be innocent, and had even declared Him to be a 
just Man. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How did Pilate endeavour to procure the 
liberation of our Lord ? 

2. Whom did the people choose at the insti- 
gation of the chief priests ? 

8. What torments did our Lord then en- 
Hure? . 

4. What was Pilate's last effort to soften the 
people, and spare Jesus ? 

6. How did the Jews at length induce Pilate 
to condemn our Lord ? 

6. By what ceremony did Pilate endeavour to 
satisfy his conscience? 

7.. What bad passions led Pilate to consent to 
our Saviour's death ? 
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** All wcy like sheep ^ have gone astray; every 
one hath turned aside into his own way ; and 
the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
aU. 

*' He was offered because it was His own 
wiU, and He opened not His mouth. He shall 
be led as a sheep to the slaughter^ and shall be 
dumb as a lamb before his shearer , and H4 
shall not open His mowtA."— Isaiah, liii. 6, 7. 



LESSON Lin. 

CBUCIFIXION OF OUB LOBD. 

1. The soldiers now seized on Jesus ; then 
took off the pnrple mantle, replaced His own 
garments, and led Him away to be crucified. 
He came forth from Pilate's hall, bearing on 
His shoulders the cross on which He was to 
suffer, and accompanied by two malefactors, who 
were condemned to die with Him. 

2. He was led without delay through the 
streets of the city, to the place of crucifixion. 
But, as He was exhausted from fatigue, and 
covered with wounds, whence the blood still 
flowed, He had not strength to carry the heavy 
burthen of the cross ; the soldiers, therefore, 
when they reached the gates of the city, obliged a 
man of Gyrene, named Simon, whom they met 
returning from the fields, to tsarry it for Hiin 
the last part of the way. 
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8. Jesns walked on silently, sarronnded by a 
great crowd, and followed by some women, who 
wept and strnck their breasts, through sympa- 
thy in His griefs. 

To these He said, '' Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves, and 
for your children ; for the time will come when 
they shall be encompassed with dangers, in 
punishment of the crime they are about to com- 
mit." . 

Could any ingratitude surpass that of the 
Jews ? They had received innumerable favours 
from our Divine Lord, and had publicly recog- 
nised Him for their Benefactor only a few days 
previously, by leading Him in triumph into 
their city, and now, they were conducting Him 
to death. 

4. When Jesus had reached the place called 
Calvary, or, in Hebrew, Golgotha, they offered 
Him wine mingled with myrrh, which was 
generally given to criminals to stupify them, 
and render them less sensible to their sidSerings, 
but Jesus refused to drink of it. He suffered 
of His own will, and resolved to spare Himself 
no pang, the better to prove His great love for 
us. He, the true Lamb of God, who was to 
efface the sins of the world, stood defenceless 
before His foes, as a lamb led to slaughter. 

5. His garments were torn from His wounded 
body, and the executioners, stretching Him on 
the cross, fastened Him to it with large nails, 
which they drove into His hands and feet. 
They then raised the cross, and fixed it upright 
in a cavity which had been made to receive it. 
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The two thieves who had accompanied Him, 
were cracified, one at His right hand, the other 
at His left. 

Over His head was placed an inscription, 
which declared the cause of His condemnation — 
Jbsus of Nazabeth, King of the Jews. 

6. Behold Jesus, the Son of God, suflFering 
unexampled tortures, suspended on a cross be- 
tween heaven and earth, a criilninal on each sidd, 
while the last drops of His blood are slowly 
trickling to the ground ; and even now, He 
makes no complaint. He is even heard to say 
-distinctly, as He hangs upon the gibbet — 

"Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do," praying for His executioners, at 
the very moment when they were putting Him 
to death. 

Four of the soldiers divided His garments 
amongst them, but they drew lots for His coat, 
which, being woven in one piece, without a seam, 
they did not like to divide. 

7. A vast crowd stood round watching Him, 
and many who passed that way, insultingly 
cried, shaking their heads, " What ! Thou that 
canst destroy the temple, and in three days 
rebuild it, save Thyself, and come down from 
the cross." 

The chief priests and the scribes also mocked 
Him, and said, ^* He saved others, Himself He 
cannot save. Let Him come down from the 
cross, atid we will believe in Him." Even one 
of the thieves crucified with Him, .tauntingly ex- 
claimed, " K Thou be the Christ, save Thyself 
and us." 
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8. Bat the other robber rebuked his com- 
. panioiiy and said, ** Dost thou not fear 6od ? 

We have been justly condemned, and we suffer 
the punishment due to our crunes, but this Man 
has done no wrong." 

Then he said to Jesus, ''Lord, remember 
me, when Thou shalt be in Thy kingdom." 

And Jesus said to him, "Amen, I say to 
Thee, this day thou shalt be with Me in "para- 
dise." And so, the penitent thief was saved, 
and entered with Jesus into heaven. 

9. Now, some of the holy women, braving all 
dangers, stood at the foot of the 6ross, and 
Amongst^ them was Mary, the Mother of Jesus, 
accompanied by John, His beloved disciple. 

■ Jesus, in the midst of His sufferings, looked 
with tender affectionate compassion on that lov- 
:ing Mother, whose heart, according to Simeon's 
prophecy, was pierced with a sword of grief, and 
seeing, near her, the disciple whom He loved. 
He said to her, " Woman, behold thy son :" 
then, to the disciple, ''Behold thy Mother." 
And, from that time, St. John took the Blessed 
Yirgin to his home, where he served and 
honoured her, as if she had been teally his 
Mother. 

Let us also love and honour Mary, for Jesus, 
from the cross, gave her as a Mother to all 
men. 

10. Jesus remained hanging on the cross for' 
three hours. At noon, darkness like that of 
night, suddenly enveloped the earth, . as if 
nature meant to take part in the agony of the 
dying Saviour. The »vax was eclipsed — Hr 
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heavens were obscured— and, all over the world, 
deep and dismal gloom took the place of tho 
bright cheering light of day. 

This obscurity, which astonished and terrified 
all the spectators, lasted for three hours, during 
which Jesus maintained profound silence, strug- 
gling with death, and shedding the last drops 
of Hi9 Precious Blood. 

11. At about three hours after noon, He cried 
with a loud voice, " My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me !" Showing, by these 
words, that His Soul was a prey to the most in- 
tense and bitter anguish. 

At that moment, as if to prove that His cry 
had penetrated to heaven, the darkness dis- 
persed, and daylight reappeared. Then Jesas 
said, *' I thirst," and a soldier tied a sponge to 
the end of a reed, filled it with vinegar, and held 
it to His mouth. Jesus swallowed a few drops, 
after which He cried with a loud voice, " All is 
consummated." That is, I have accomplished 
all the predictions of Scripture, all the ordinances 
of My Father. *^ Father, into Thy hands I 
commend My Spirit." And having said these 
words. He uttered a loud cry, bowed His head, 
and expired. 

Eternal praise and adoration to our Divine 
Redeemer, who suffered, shed His blood, and 
died for men ! 

12. At the moment of our Lord's death, the 
veil of the temple was rent in two, from the top 
to the bottom, the earth trembled, rocks were 
split, the graved were opened, and the dead came 
^rth from their tombs. 
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The centarion, and those that were with him 
watching Jesus^ seeing what had passed, were 
seized with terror, and said, ** This Man was 
trnly the Son of God ;*' and the people, who 
had witnessed the late prodigies, went away 
trembling and striking their breasts. 

On the evening of that day, which was Friday, 
the mangled body of our Lord was removed from 
the cross by two men of wealth and station, 
Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Jewish 
senate, and Nicodemus, a doctor of the law, who 
loved Jesus, and had taken no part in His con- 
demnation. They wrapped His body in a 
winding-sheet, and covered it with aromatio 
plants, myrrh, and aloes, according to the cus- 
tom of the Jews, to preserve it from corrup- 
tion. Then they bore it to a garden, where 
Joseph had got a new sepulchre hewn out of 
the rock, for himself. It was hollowed into the 
shape of a grotto, as the Jewish tombs usually 
were. In this new sepulchre, where no one 
had yet been laid, they placed the body of Jesus, 
and, having done so, they rolled a large stone 
to the entrance to keep it closed. 

14, The next day, the chief priests and pha- 
risees obtained permission from Pilate to seal 
the entrance of the tomb, that is, to secure it 
with mason-work, so that it could not be re- 
moved without the assistance of tools. They 
also placed soldiers round the sepulchre to 
guard it, and prevent persons from approaching. 
They recollected that Jesus had said. He would 
rise from the dead on the third day, and they 
wished to prevent His disciples from removing 
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the body, and saying afterwards that He bad 
risen. 

15. Bnt iheir preeantions only served to ren- 
der the miracle of the Besnrrection the more 
wonderful and the more certain. 

The body of our Lord remained in the sepul- 
chre during the entire of the Sabbath day. 



QUESTIONS, . I 

I 

1. How was Jesos treated after Pilate had 
abandoned Him to the Jews ? 

2. Who assisted Him to bear His cross ? 

8. What did He say to the women who w^t 
for Him? 

4. What did the executioners offer Him to 
drink? Why did He not take it ? 

5. How was He crucified ? 

6. For whom did He pray ? 

7. How did the spectators insult Him? 

8. What did Jesus say to the penitent thief? 

9. What to His Blessed Mother and St. 
John ? 

10. What miraculous event took place at this 
time? 

11. What were the last words of our Lord? 

12. What occurred at His death ? 

18. By whom was His body entombed? 

14. What precautions were taken by the chief 
priests ? 

15. What did these precautions afterwards 
tend to prove ? 
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" He was taken aioayfrom,dAsitre$9 and from 
judgment: who shall declare His generation; 
because He is cut off out of the land of the liv' 
ing : for the wickednesss of My people have I 
struck Him. 

*^ And He shall give the ungodly for His 
burial, and the rich for His death : became He 
hath done no iniquity, neither was there deceit 
in His mouth.'* — Isaiah, liii. 8, 9. 

** He hath delivered His Soul unto death, 
and was reputed with the wicked ; and He hath 
borne the sins of many, and hath prayed for the 
transgressors.'* — Isaiah, liii. 12, 

** They divided My garments among them, 
and upon My vesture they cast lots.** — Psahn, 
xxi. 19. 

*' And it shall come to pass in that day, saith 
the Lord God, that the sun shaU go down at 
mid-day ; and I will make the earth dark in the 
day of light ; and I will turn your feasts into 
mourning, and all your songs into lamentations. 
And I will send forth a famine into the land, 
not a famine of bread, nor a thirst of water, but 
of hearing the word of the Lord. And they 
shall move from sea to sea, and from the north 
to the east, they shall go about seeking the word 
of the Lord, and shall not find it.** — Amos, viii* 
9,12. 

** And there shall be one day which is known 
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to the Lard, not day nor night; and in the 
time of the evening there shaU be light; and it 
ehaU come to pass in that day^ that living waters 
shall go out from Jerusalem'* — Zacharias, zIt. 
7,8. 
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LESSON LIV. 

EESURRECTION OP OUR LORD. 

1. At early dawn on the third day from the 
Crucifixion, a great earthquake shook the ground, 
and an angel of the Lord, with a countenance 
bright as lightning, and raiment white as snow, 
came down from heayen, and removed the stone 
from the entrance of the sepulchre, whence 
Jesus had come forth in life and glory, the tri- 
umphant conqueror of death, of hell, and of 
His human foes. The guards were so terrified 
by the prodigies accompanying the Eesurrection 
that they fell around the tomb, as if struck 
dead — and as soon as they recovered the use of 
their faculties sufficiently to move, they .fled 
into the city, and related all they had seen to 
the chief priests. 

These, after some private consultation, gave 
the soldiers a large sum of money to induce 
them to say that the body.of Jesus had been 
stolen away during the night while they slept ; 
which glaring falsehood is believed amongst the 
Jews even to the present day. 

The holy women who had followed their Lord 
to Calvary, and quitted Him only after they 
bad seen Him laid in the tomb, had bought 
perfumes to embalm His sacred remains, leav- 
ing their homes for that purpose at a very early 
hour. 

13 
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They reached the sepulchre just as the snn 
rose, and said to one another, '' Who will roll 
away the stone which is at the entrance of the 
tomh ?" Approaching nearer, they fonnd that 
it was ahready removed, and entering the sepul- 
chre, they were very mach troubled at not 
finding the sacred remains they came to seek. 
The linens in which the body had been wrapped 
lay on the groand, and the cloth which had 
enveloped the head was folded and laid aside. 

As they stood near the tomb, sOrrowfal and ] 
disappointed, they suddenly beheld two angels 
in shining apparel. At first they were fright- I 
ened at the apparition, but the angels enconr- ' 
aged them by saying, "Fear not. You seek ' 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is I 
risen : He is no longer here. Behold the place 
where they laid Him ! Go quickly, and say to 
His disciples that He is risen." And with 
mingled fear and joy they hastened to the city 
to announce the glad tidings. 

8. Mary Magdalen was not among the group 
of holy women. She had been the first to 
come to the tomb before it was light, and per- 
ceiving from afEir that the stone was removed, 
she had hastened back to tell the news to 
Peter and John. After this she returned, in 
ignorance of what had occurred ; and as she 
loved Jesus exceedingly, she stood without, 
near the sepulchre, weeping. Her grief was 
profound, and her tears sorrdwful and abun- 
dant. As she wept, she stooped to look into 
the sepulchre, and there she saw two angels 
robed in white, sitting, one at the head, and 
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the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus 
had been laid. And they said to her, "Woman, 
why weepest thou ?" ** Alas," she replied sob- 
bing, "they have taken away my Lord and 
Master, and I know not where they have laid 
Him." 

As she ended the words, she turned, and 
saw some one standing near her. Believing 
that it was the gardener, she said, scarcely 
looking at the Person she addressed, " If you 
have taken Him hence, tell me where you have 
laid Him, and I will take Him away." The 
only reply she received was the single word 
" Mary !" but it was spoken by a voice she 
knew and loved. At once she recognised her 
Lord ; and throwing herself at His feet, ex- 
claimed, " Master !" 

Jesus desired her to go to His brethren, for 
60 He called His disciples, and tell them what 
she had seen, and immediately He disappeared. 

4. On Easter Sunday the Church every year 
celebrates the greatest of all her Festivals — the 
Besurrection of our Lord. 



• QUESTIONS. 

1. What external signs accompanied the 
Resurrection of Christ ? 

2. To whom was it first announced ? 
8. To whom did Jesus first appear ? 

4. What Festival do we celebrate in honour 
of the Besurrection of Christ ? 

<< My soul hath desired Thee in the nigh'' 
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and with my spirit within me in the morning 
early I will watch to Thee.** — Isaiah xvi, 9. 

" Became thou wilt not leave my soul in 
hell, nor wUt Thou give Thy Holy One to see 
corruption,** — Psalm xv, 10. 



LESSON LV. 

Al^PABITIONS OP OUR LORD. 

1. In the afternoon of that same day, Jesus 
appeared again to two of the disciples, who 
were on their way to Emmaus, a city at a short 
distance from Jerusalem. 

As they walked along, conversing on the late 
sad events, Jesus drew near, and joined them ; 
but their eyes were, as it were, blinded, and 
they did not know Him. 

2. ** Of what," He asked, " are you speaking, 
as you go along ? and why are you so sad ?** 
Then they enquired whether He was so com- 
plete a stranger in Jerusalem as not to know 
how the magistrates and chief priests had just 
crucified Jesus of Nazareth, a prophet mighty 
in word and work, before God and men. They 
added that they had hoped He was the expected 
Messiah, who would redeem Israel ; but that 
although several women had declared Him to 
be risen. His apostles had not yet seen Him. 
Jesus, seeing that they were men of upright 
minds, and that they did not understand the 
occurrences they had lately witnessed, ex- 
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plained why it was necessary that Christ should 
suffer before entering into glory, and expounded 
to them many passages from Moses and the 
prophets which applied to Him and to His 
Passion — thus showing that the prophecies 
clearly pointed to Jesus as the desired Messiah. 

Whilst thus conyersing they arrived at the 
city of Emmaus. Our Lord seemed as if He 
intended to proceed farther, but they entreated 
Him to stop, saying, '* Bemain with us, for the 
eyening is coming on, and day is declining." 

S. Jesus therefore went with them; and 
while they were at table. He took bread, blessed 
it, broke it, and gave it to them ; and at that 
moment' their eyes were opened, and they knew 
Him ; but He vanished immediately from their 
sight. 

Transported with joy and gratitude, they said 
one to another : *' Was not our heart burning 
whilst He spoke to us on the way and explained 
the Scriptures?** And returning in all haste 
to Jerusalem, they related to the eleven apos- 
tles whom they found assembled, how the Lord 
had appeared to them on the way, and how 
they had known Him in the breaking of bread. 

But the apostles were already aware that 
Jesus was risen, because He had appeared to 
Simon Peter. 

4. On the evening of that same day, the 
apostles being again assembled, and the doors 
of the room carefully shut, through fear of the 
Jews, Jesus suddenly stood in the midst of 
them, and said, '* Peace be to you." 

B. They were frightened^ supposing they B 
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a spirit, nntil Jesns showed them His bands 
and His feet, and said to them, '' Look at Me. 
Toach Me : for a spirit has not flesh and bones 
as you see Me have." And recognising Him, 
they rejoiced exceedingly. 

Still farther to tranquilize them. He asked 
for some fish and honey, and ate of them in 
their presence. Then He said to them again, 
** Peace be to yon. As the Father hath sent 
Me, I also send you." 

6. And when He had said this, He breathed 
on them, and said to them, '' Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost — whose sins you shall forgive, they 
are forgiven them, and whose sins you shall 
retain, they are retained." 

In these words our Lord instituted the Sa« 
crament of Penance. He then vanished from 
amongst them. 

7. Thomas, one of the twelve apostles, was 
absent on this occasion. When the others told 
him that they had seen the Lord, he refused to 
believe them, adding that, unless he saw the 
marks of the nails in our Blessed Lord's hands, 
and put his own hand into the wound in His 
side, he would never believe. 

And after eight days, being again assembled 
in the same house, and Thomas with them, 
Jesus appeared once more in the midst, the 
doors being shut, and again He said to them, 
** Peace be to you." 

Then He called Thomas, and said to him, 
" Look at My hands, and put your finger into 
My side, and be no longer incredulous, but 
believe." 
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Animated by a firm faitb, and filled with sin- 
cere repentance, the disciple fell on his knees, 
crying out, " My Lord and my God !*' 

8. The observation of Jesus in answer to the 
prayer of His apostle applies to all His future 
followers, as well as to St. Thomas, and is cal- 
culated to fill our hearts with hope and confi- 
dence. 

" Thou hast believed, Thomas, because thou 
hast seen Me : Blessed are they that have not 
seen, and yet have believed.'' 



QUESTIONS. 

1. To whom did our Lord appear in the 
afternoon of the day of His Eesurrection ? 

2. What did He say to these two disciples ? 
8. How did they recognise Him ? 

4. Did He appear on the same day to all His 
Apostles ? 

6. What did He say to reassure them, and 
to show that He was truly risen ? 

6. What sacrament did He institute ? 

7. How was Thomas convinced of the Besur- 
rection of Christ ? 

8. What did Jesus say to him ? 

" For there is one God, and one Mediator of 
Qod and men, the man' Christ Jesus.'' — 1 
Timothy ii. 5. 
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LESSON LVI. 

ASCENSION OF OUB LORD. 

1. Our Blessed Lord remained on earth forty 
days after His Resurrection. During that time 
He appeared frequently to His disciples, mani- 
festing Himself to them in Galilee, as He had 
promised — on the shore of the Lake Tiberias, 
where He constituted St. Peter head of His 
Chuvch — and again on a mountain, where more 
than five hundred of His disciples were assem- 
bled. On each of these occasions, He spoke 
to them of the kingdom of God, and strength- 
ened in them the virtues of faith, hope and 
charity. 

2. At length, on the fortieth day. He ap- 
peared to them for the last time, at Jerusalem, 
where they were all assembled in one place. 
Then, He gave them His last instructions, 
commanding them to remain at Jerusalem 
until they should have received His promised 
gift — that is, the Holy Ghost, who. He said, 
would descend before many days — and directing 
them, after they had received the Divine Spirit, 
to go into the whole world, and instruct all 
nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
teaching them to observe all things that He 
i^ad commanded, and promising to be with 
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them all days, even to the consummation of the 
world. Thns did our Divine Lord give the 
form of the Sacrament of Baptism. 

8. After these last instructions, Jesus con- 
ducted His disciples to Bethania, where He had 
raised Lazarus to life, and ascended with them 
the Mount of Olives. There, He lifted His 
hands and blessed them, and, raising Himself 
by His own divine power, ascended into heaven, 
where He sits at the right hand of God. 

As they watched His ascent, a bright cloud 
interposed at last, and concealed Him from 
theij: sight. 

4, Motionless with astonishment, they stood 
looking upwards, even after they had lost sight 
of their Lord, when two angels in white gar- 
ments suddenly accosted them in these words : 
** Ye men of Galilee; why stand you looking up 
to heaven ? This Jesus who is taken up firom 
you into heaven, shall come again as you have 
seen Him ascending." 

Then the disciples returned with holy joy to 
Jerusalem, where they persevered together in 
prayer, in the company of Mary and .the holy 
women, awaiting the coming of the Holy 
Ghost. 

The Church celebrates on Ascension Thurs- 
day, forty days after Easter, the Festival of the 
Ascension of our Lord. 

5. Jesus, the Eedeemer of the world, is now 
in Heaven, seated at the right hand of His 
Father. His next coming on earth will be on 
the day of the Last Judgment. 

But although no longer visibly present r 
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earth, He still continues to govern His holy 
Church, according to His promise : '' I am with 
yoa all days, eyen to the consummation of the 
world." 

6. Dear children, walk in His presence, and 
keep His commandments. He beholds you, as 
if He were still in visible form among you, and 
watches over your interests with the same soli- 
citude as if He had never left you. Obey His 
precepts faithfully, and avoid sin most cau* 
tiously. Thus shall you be one day where He 
is now — sharers in His glory, and happy with 
Him for all eternity. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How long did our Lord remain on earth 
after His resurrection ? 

2. When, and in what words did He give 
the form of the Sacrament of Baptism ? 

3. Whence did He ascend into heaven ? 

4. What did the two angels say to His disci- 
ples? 

6. Where is Jesus now ? 
6. How may we hope to be with Him for 
eternity ? 

*' Lift up your gates, ye princes, and he 
ye lifted up, O eternal gates: and the King of 
Olory shall enter in. Who is this King of 
Glory ? The Lord who is strong and 'mighty ; 
the Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory.'* 
— Psalm xxiii. 7, 8. 

" Then the Lord shall go forth, and fight 
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against those nations, as when He fought in the 
day of battle, and His feet shall stand in that 
day upon the Mount of Olives, which is over 
against Jerusalem, towards the east.** — Zacha- 
rias xiv. 8, 4. 

*' The Lord said to my Lord : Sit Thou at 
My right hand, until I make Thy enemies Thy 
footstool.** — Psalm cix. 1. 



LESSON LVIL 

DESCENT OF THE HOLY* GHOST. 

1. The ten days between our Lord's Ascen- 
sion and the Descent of the Holy Ghost, the 
apostles spenty as already obseryed, in retire- 
ment, prayer and meditation, awaiting the gift 
promised to them, in company with the Blessed 
Virgin, and several disciples. 

2. On the day of Pentecost, at about the 
third hour of the day, the holy company being 
all together in one place, a sound was suddenly 
heard as of a mighty rushing wind, which filled 
the whole house where they were sitting. 

8. At the same time there appeared, as it 
were, parted tongues of fire, which rested on 
every one of the apostles, and they were all. 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
different languages, according as the Holy Ghost 
gave them to speak. 

4. There were then at Jerusalem Jews o^ 
every natioui who feared and served God; a 
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when the fame of this miracle spread abroad, a 
great multitude gathered round the apostles, 
and each man heard them speak in his own 
tongue, so that they said to each other, " Are 
not these all Galileans? How is it that we have 
each heard our own tongue of the land wherein 
we were bom ?'* 

6. Then Peter, advancing with the eleven, 
said aloud, ** Ye men of Judea, and Israelites of 
every nation, and you, inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
listen with attention to my words. This mira- 
cle, which astonishes you, is but the accom- 
£lishment of the prophecies. That Jesus of 
fazareth, who* worked so many miracles 
amongst you in the name of God— that Jesus 
whom you caused to be put to death by the 
•n 4? ^ wicked men, has risen again by the 
Jk fif-S^^' He came forth from the tomb on 
tne tiiird day, and we all are the witnesses 
thereof. And now that He has ascended into 
«nt!!i Sf ^^^ poured forth His Spirit upon 
™?o ♦"''^ ®P^* i* i« "^^om you see, and who 

cS tw ^""^ ^""^ °^^de both Lord and 
fied »• ®*^^ •^^^^ ^^^^ you have cruci- 

•iid^th^ey^^^^^ «^e hearts of many ; 

Snd br^UiSn Ik^^*^ ^^ ^^^ Apostles, " Men 

•«a r tS "T??* ^^ ^e to do ?" Aid Peter 

•vory one of *va« • Penance, and be baptized, 

i\>r the remission ..i^ ^® ^^^^ of Jesus Christ, 

jr«*ot*iv6 the ffifk nf 7^^""^^^^* You shall then 

jMHiiaiao is to yon L^^ Holy Ghost. For the 

J^n, and to your children, and to 
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ftll those that shall be called after yoa." About 
three thousand persons believed in Jesus Christ 
on this day, and were baptized. 

7. This was the foundation of that holy 
Christian Church, which was so soon to extend 
oyer the whole world. All these first conyerts 
perseyered in the doctrines of the apostles, in 
communion, and in prayer. They put all their 
worldly possessions in common, and took their 
meals together with gladness and simplicity of 
heart, praising God, and haying favour with the 
people. 

And the Lord daily added souls to the 
Church, that they might be saved. 



QUESTIONS. 

1. Where, and how was the promise of our 
Lord accomplished ? 

2. On what day did the Holy Ghost descend 
upon the apostles ? 

8. WiiBLt happened when they received the 
Holy Ghost ? 

4. What effect had this miracle on the 
people ? 

5. .What did St. Peter say to them? 

6. What was the result of his discourse ? 

7. How did the early Christians live ? 

*^ And it shall come to pass after this, saith 
the Lord, I wiU pour out My Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shali 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions^ 
and your old m^n shaU dream dreams. 



206 8CBIPTX7BE LESSONS. 

** And upon My servants, indeed, and upon 
My handmaids, wiU I pour out in those days of 
My Spirit.''— 3oe\, ii. 28, 29. 

*^ And I will give you a new heart, and put a 
new spirit within you ; and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and wiU give 
you a heart of flesh. And J toiU put My Spirit 
in the midst of you ; and I wiU cause you to 
walk in the way of My commandments, and 
you shall be My people, and I vnll be your 
God. 

'' And you shall remember your wicked ways, 
and your doings that were not good, and your 
iniquities and your wicked deeds shall displease 



" It is not for your sokes that I will do aU 
this, saith the Lord God, be it known to yoti; 
be confounded and ashamed at your own ways, 
O house of Israel." — Ezechiel xxxyi. 26, 28, 
81, 82. 



LESSON LVm. 

FIRST PERSECUTION OF THE APOSTLES. 

1. Some days after these events, Peter and 
John repaired together to the temple, at the 
hour of prayer. 

At the principal gate was seated a man who 
had heen a cripple from his hirth, and who was 
brought thither every day, that he might have 
«a opportonity of asking alms of those who 
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came to pray in the temple. This man begged 
of the Apostles, as they passed, that they woald 
give him something. 

Then Peter, looking at him attentively, said, 
*' Silver or gold I have none, but that which'"! 
have I will give to thee. In the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth, arise and walk.'' And taking him 
by the right hand, he raised him up, and im- 
mediately his limbs, and the soles of his feet 
were strengthened. He stood up, and accom- 
panied them into the temple, walking, and leap- 
ing, and praising God. 

Now, the people, who knew him to be the 
lame man whom they had met asking alms in 
the same place for several years, were aston- 
ished at seeing him walk, and they assembled 
in great numbers round him, questioning Peter 
and John, to whom he closely clung. Peter 
then said, "Ye men of Israel, why do you 
wonder ? or why do you look at us, as if it were 
by our own power, or by our own virtue, we had 
made this man to walk ? It is by faith in the 
name of Jesus that this cure has been effected — 
Jesus, the Just, the Holy One, the Son of Ood, 
whom you denied, and gave up to His enemies 
to be put to death ; but it was necessary that 
He should suflFer — the prophets had foretold it — 
and they have also predicted the events of these 
days. Children of the covenant, made by God 
with Abraham, receive the salvation offered 
first to you, before it is presented to other 
nations, who shall also be blessed in Christ." 

The chief priests, alarmed at finding that the 
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apostles taught the people, and annonnced to 
them the resurrection of Christ, sent for the 
soldiers, who guarded the temple, to make 
them prisoners. They were ohliged to spend 
the night in prison; and, the next day, were led 
before the council, and asked by what power 
they had cured the lame man then present. 

3. Then the same Peter who had trembled 
at the voice of a servant, and denied his Divine 
Master, being now filled with the Holy Ghost, 
replied with courage — 

" Be it known to you all, and to all the peo- 
ple of Israel, that by the Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
and whom God hath raised from the dead, even 
by Him, this man standeth here before you 
whole. Know also, that there is no salvation 
in any other than Jesus ; for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men whereby we 
must be saved." 

Peter's courageous defence of his faith aston- 
ished the council, and embarrassed the judges. 
The miracle that had been wrought was mani- 
fest — it could not be denied— all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem knew of it, and glorified God. 

The council dared not punish the apostles for 
fear of the people, but they forbade ihem, with 
threats, to speak again, or to teach in the name 
of Jesus. 

3. But Peter and John answered them quietly, 
''Judge yourselves if it be just to obey men 
rather than God. We cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard.'' And 
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they threatened them anew^ bat, nevertheless, 
allowed them to depart. 

4. He that confesses Jesus before men, 
Jesus will also one day confess him, before His 
Father, in the kingdom of heaven. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What was the cause of the first persecution 
of the apostles ? 

2. How did Peter defend himself before the 
council ? 

8. How did Peter and John reply to the 
threats of the chief priests and scribes ? 

" Blessed is the man that endureth tempta- 
tion ; jor when he hath been proved, he shall 
receive the crown of life, which God hath pro-, 
mised to them that love Him.'* — St. James, 
i. 12. 



LESSON LIX, 

MABTYBDOM OF ST. fiTEPHEK. 

1. St. Stephen is called the first martyr. 
The word martyr signifies witness ; and those 
are called martyrs who give their lives in testi- 
mony of the truth of their belief. 

The number of believers in God's word con- 
tinued to increase. The apostles taught wit^ 
u 
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unwearied zeal, preaching Jesas Christ in the 
temple, and from house to house. 

At Jerusalem, the disciples became very nu- 
merous, and even some of the priests themselyes 
embraced the faith. All, however, did not ac- 
cept the grace offered to them ; many remained 
incredulous, and rejected salvation ; and these 
hated Christ, and persecuted His followers. 

2. Amongst the converts, was a man of great 
faith and ardent piety, n^^med Stephen. He 
was filled with the Holy Ghost, and worked 
great wonders and miracles amongst the people. 
This gave him considerable influence over them, 
— a circumstance of which he profited to diffuse 
the knowledge of Christ and of His kingdom. 

8. The hardened Jews entered into frequent 
arguments with Stephen ; but they could not 
resist the wisdom of his replies, nor the power 
of the Holy Spirit, who spoke by his mouth. 
Their defeats tended only to increase their 
hatred and resentment, and they resolviBd to 
ruin the man whose virtues and miracles were 
a constant testimony to the truth of his doc- 
trines. 

4. They bribed persons to raise a disturbance 
amongst the people, and to say that they had 
heard Stephen speak words of blasphemy against 
Moses, and against Ood. This falsehood ob- 
taining credit, the irritated mob seized upon 
him, and forcibly led him before the council. 
There his accusers loaded him with calumnies ; 
but he heard them so calmly and serenely, that 
his countenance appeared to his judges, as they 
azed on it, to be like to the face of an angel. 
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5. Being questioned, he boldly gave testi- 
mony to Jesus Christ, and reminded the Jewish 
people of all that God had done for them, from 
the time He selected Abraham to be the father 
of His people; of the numerous perils from 
which He had rescued them, and of their many 
infidelities towards Him. He then continued, 
" You, like your fathers, are stiff-necked and 
hard-hearted. You always resist the Holy 
Ghost. Which of the prophets have not your 
fathers persecuted ? They even killed those 
who foretold the coming of the Messiah, of 
whom you were the betrayers and murderers." 

6. The audience, hearing these words, were 
transported with rage, and they gnashed their 
teeth at him. But Stephen, being fortified by 
the Holy Ghost, looked up to heaven, whence 
he hoped for help, and suddenly he saw the 
heavens opened, and Jesus standing at the right 
hand of God. And he said to his judges, 
*' Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God." 

7. But they cried out with a loud voice, and 
stopped their ears, and throwing themselves 
violently upon him, they dragged' him out of 
the city to stone him to death. Forming a 
circle, they cast stones at him, whilst he stood 
in the midst, and prayed aloud, saying, '' Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit." 

8. Then, falling on his knees, he cried, 
" Lord, lay not this sin to their charge," saying 
which, he expired. 

He that loves Jesus more than his own ' 
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is truly His disciple : he will behold Him in 
heaven, seated at the right hand of God. St. 
Stephen was so perfect an imitator of his 
Divine Master that, like Him, he prayed even 
for his executioners. 



QUESTIONS. 

1. What is a martyr ? 

2. Who was Stephen ? 

8, Why did the Jews persecute him ? 

4. Of what was he accused ? 

5. How did he defend himself? 

6. What was the eflfect of his discourse ? 

7. How did he suffer martyrdom ? 

8. How did he imitate Christ ? 

" For which cause we faint not : hut thovgh 
our outward man is corrupted, yet the inward 
man is renewed day by day. 

*' For that which is at present momentary 
and light of our tribulation, worketh for us 
aJbove measure exceedingly an eternal weight of 
glory.'' — 2 Corinthians, iy. 16, 17. 
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LESSON LX. 

CONVERSION OP ST. PAUL. 

1. Among the witnesses of St. Stephen's 
martyrdom was a yonng man who not only 
sanctioned the wicked deed by his presence, 
bat even kept at his feet the garments of the 
cmel men who stoned the saint. 

Although destined to become, at a later 
period, the glorious apostle whom the Church 
venerates under the name of Paul, he was at 
that time the declared enemy of Christ, and of 
His disciples. He made fearful havoc in the 
Church, going from house to house, and drag- 
ging away men and women to the presence of 
the magistrates, by whom they were then com- 
mitted to prison. The Christians, thus perse- 
cuted in Jerusalem, were obliged to disperse. 
They settled in different parts of Judea and 
Samaria, and by this means the word of God 
was disseminated in these places. The apos- 
tles, summoned by them, went through the 
towns and cities, baptizing those who had been 
converted, and praying for them that they 
might receive the Holy Ghost; and so the 
Gospel of Christ was every day more widely 
spread. 

Meanwhile Saul, intent on destroying the 
disciples of the Lord, resolved to go to Damas- 
cus in pursuit of them, having first obtained 
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permission from the high-priest to bring bomid 
to Jerusalem any whom he could discover. 

2. As he was proceeding on his journey, a 
light from heaven suddenly shone about him, 
and he fell to the ground. Then he heard a 
voice . saying, ^* Saul, Saul, why dost thou per- 
secute Me ?*' And he answered : " Who art 
Thou, Lord ?" And the unseen speaker an- 
swered again : " I am Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom thou persecutest. It is hard for thee to 
kick against the goad.'' 

Saul, trembling, frightened, and still pros- 
trate on the ground, exclaimed, *' Lord, what 
wilt Thou have me to do?'* And the Lord 
said to him : '' Arise, and go into the city, and 
there it shall be told thee what thou must do." 

The companions of Saul stood still in amaze- 
ment, for they heard the voice, but could not 
discover the speaker. Then Saul arose, and 
opened his eyes ; but he saw nothing, for he 
had been struck blind. His companions took 
him by the hands, and led him to Damascus, 
where he remained three days without sight, 
neither eating nor drinking, but, as we may 
suppose, praying unceasingly. 

At the end of the three days, a pious dis- 
ciple named Ananias was directed in a visioiv to 
go to the house where Saul was residing; 
therefore, entering and laying hands on him, 
the holy man said, ** Brother Saul, ,the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to thee on thy way hither, 
hath sent me that thou mayest receive thy 
sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost." 
Immediately^ something like sqales fell froiQ 
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SauPs eyes, and he recovered his sight, after 
which, he arose and was baptized ; and when 
he had taken food his strength returned. 

8. From that time, he became as fervent a 
disciple as he had hitherto been a fierce perse- 
cutor of the Church of Christ. He changed 
his name to that of Paul; and having been 
admitted to the intimacy of the apostles and 
the faithful^ he began boldly to preach Jesus 
Christ. 

4. He entered the synagogues, and there 
loudly declared that Jesus was the Son of God. 

5. The Jews sought to put him to death, 
but his life was several times miraculously pre- 
served. He escaped their snares by the aid of 
the Almighty, who had chosen him, as He de- 
clared to Ananias, as an instrument to carry 
His name before the Gentiles or Pagans, and 
before kings, and the children of Israel. 

These first persecutions did not discourage 
Paul. Not satisfied with preaching in Judea, 
he carried into distant countries the good tid- 
ings of the Gospel, and proclaimed to all na- 
tions the salvation offered to them. Burning 
with love for God, and charity for mankind, his 
zeal for the glory of Jesus inspired him with 
the wish to gain all hearts to Him. His great 
natural talents, which he devoted unreservedly 
to the interests of the faith, are manifest in 
the instructions which he gave to the different 
nations whom he visited, and which are pre- 
served to us under the title of his Epistles. 
y'he Acts of the Apostles bear testimony to his 
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indefatigable activity ; they trace his steps from 
city to city, and from one country to another. 

6. He relates himself, in one of his EpistleSi 
a portion of what he endured during his apos- 
tolic career, for the love of Christ. *^ I have 
been many times," he says, **in danger of 
death : thrice was I beaten with rods ; five 
times I received from the Jews forty stripes ; 
once I was stoned ; three times I buffered ship- 
wreck ; I spent a night and a day in the depth 
of the sea. I have been in danger of waters ; 
in danger of robbers ; in danger in the city ; 
in danger in the wilderness. I have suffered in 
Jabour; in watchings; in hunger; in thirst; 
in fasting; in cold; in nakedness." But the 
hand of the Lord was with him, and never 
failed to sustain and strengthen him. When 
his feet were secured with chains, when his 
body was torn with scourges, and even when 
the sea swallowed him up, he never lost courage 
or strength, for his soul was constantly ani- 
mated by strong faith and joyful hope. 

7. At last, he sealed with his blood the truth 
of the doctrines he had preached, and was be- 
headed at Bome on the day that St. Peter was 
crucified. May his memory be ever revered ! 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How did St. Paul treat the Christians 
before his conversion ? 

2. By what miracle was he converted ? 

8. How was he called before he bepanie 9 
Christian ? 
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4. What did he do after his haptism ? 

6. For what purpose did God call him ? 

6. What were his sufiEerings ? 

. 7* What was the maimer of his death ? 

" Be converted to Me, and you shall be saved, 
all ye ends^ of the earth ; for I am Ood, and 
there is no other. 

^' I have sworn by Myself the word of jus* 
tice shall go out of my mouth, and shall not 
return. 

" For every knee shall be bowed to Me, and 
every tongue shall swear, 

" Therefore shall he say : In the Lord are 
my justice and empire: they shall come to Him, 
and all that resist Him shall be confounded.** — 
Isaiah xlv. 22, 25. 



LESSON LXL 

HABTYBDOM OF ST. JAMES— ST. PETEB IN PBISON. 

1. Like St. Paul, the greater number of the 
apostles offered their lives in testimony of the 
truth of the Gospel, but in the case of soma 
the sacrifice was not called for by the Lord, 
who delivered them suddenly and miraculously 
from the hands of their enemies. Thus St. 
{John was plunged into a vessel filled with boil- 
ing oil, from which he came forth safe and un- 
injured. Thus also, the prison gates were 
ppeued several times for St. Peter and others o"* 
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the apostles^ when they expected nothing but 
death. 

King Herod had persecuted many of the 
Christians, and killed by the sword James, the 
brother of John ; finding that this pleased the 
Jews, he also caused Peter to be arrested ; but, 
as the feast of the Passover was at hand, he 
had him cast into prison; giving him in charge 
to four files of soldiers, and intending, after the 
festival, to bring him forth to the people for 
execution. • 

2. While Peter was kept in prison, the faith- 
ful prayed without ceasing to God for him ; 
and during the night preceding the day fixed 
for his execution, as he slept between two sol- 
diers, bound with chains, and watched by the 
keepers of the prison, an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared beside him, light shone in 
the room, and the angel touching him on the 

?ide, awakened him, saying, '^ Arise quickly." 
?he chains instantly fell from his hands, and 
then the angel said to him, *^ Gird thyself, and 
put on thy sandals." 

When he had done so, the heavenly spirit 
directed him to put on his garment, and follow 
him. They accordingly went forth, Peter fol- 
lowing the angel, but not knowing whether 
these strange occurrences were real, or whether 
he only beheld a vision. When they had 
passed the first and second ward, they reached 
an iron gate which led to the city, and which 
was carefully shut, but it opened of itself to 
let them pass. After this they proceeded along 
^ue street, and here the angel departed. Then 
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it was that Peter understood what had occurred, 
and coming to himself, he said, *' Now I know 
in very deed that the Lord hath sent His 
angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand 
of Herod, and from all the expectation of the 
people of the Jews." 

And having considered what was best for 
him to do, he went to a house where many 
Christians were assembled in prayer. When 
he bad knocked at the door, a servant named 
Bhoda came to ask who -wanted admittance, 
and recognising Peter's voice, her joy was so 
great that she did not wait to open the door, 
but ran in to tell the good tidings. The little 
company pronounced her out of her senses; 
but as she persisted that Peter was at the door, 
they said, '' It is his angel.'* Meanwhile, 
Peter continued knocking: they opened the 
door at length, and, when they saw him, they 
were transported with joy and surprise. Sign- 
ing with his hand that they should be silent, 
he related the details of his miraculous escape 
from prison ; and, having desired them to make 
these things known to the faithful, he went 
away into another place. When day dawned 
there was great confusion amongst the soldiers, 
who wanted to know what had become of Peter. 
Herod also sought for him, and finding that 
the prisoner could not be produced, he had the 
guards tried, and put to death. 

8. But Herod soon after received the punish- 
ment of his pride and cruelty. Seated on a 
throne, and arrayed in his royal robes, he made 
au oration to the people, who cried outj^ '^ Jt is 
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the voice of a god, and not of a man !" and as 
he listened to the blasphemy without reproving 
the gnilty flatterisrs, an angel of the Lord in- 
stantly struck him, and he who had refused to 
God the honour due to Him died, eaten by 
worms* 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How did Herod treat the Christians ? 

2. By what miracle was St. Peter delivered 
from prison ? 

8. How was Herod punished for his pride 
and cruelty ? 

" Wo to thee that spoilest, shalt not thou thy^ 
self also be spoiled ? And thou that despisest, 
shalt not thyself also he despised ? 

** When thou shalt have made an end of 
spoiling, thou shalt be spoiled: when, being 
wearied, thou shalt cease to despise, thou shalt 
be despised.^' — Isaiah xxxiii. 1. 

** And they shall go out, and see the carcases 
of the men that have transgressed against Me : 
their worm shall not die, and their fire shall 
not be quenched, and they shall be a loathsome 
sight to all flesh.'* — Ibid. Ixvi. 24. 
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LESSON LXn. 

iNAKUS AND SAPHIBA. — TABITHA RAISED TO 
LIFI!. 

1. It was not only to protect the apostles, and 
manifest the Divine origin of our holy religion, 
that God was pleased to work miracles in the 
early ages of Christianity. His Almighty power 
was also exercised in maintaining the parity and 
integrity of the laws of the gospel. The first 
miracle of this description was destined as a 
punishment of hypocrisy and falsehood, and as 
a proof of the horror with which God regards 
these vices. 

2. When the multitudes converted hy St. 
Peter's first discourse had been baptized, and 
had received the Holy Ghost, they were ani- 
mated by a faith so lively, and a charity so 
ardent, that they seemed to have but one body 
and one soul. They were all united in one 
hope; they all evinced an equal patience in 
trial; and were inflamed with the same zeal 
for prayer and for the glory of God. They 
shared all they possessed, one with the other» 
taking care that there should be no poor among 
them ; and it often happened that those who 
had lands or houses sold them, and brought 
the price to the apostles, who afterwards distri- 
buted to every one according to his need. 

. 8. Thus Joseph^ surnamed Barnabas^ having 
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an estate, sold it^ and laid the price at the feet 
of the apostles. 

4. A certain man named Ananias, having 
sold a field, made pretence of^ bringing the 
money he had receiyed for it to the apostles ; 
bnt, instead of bringing the entire sum, he, 
Vfiih the consent of his wife, Saphira^ kept 
back part of it, wishing, doabtless, to gain credit 
for disinterestedness, whilst he, at the same 
time, indulged his avarice. 

But Peter said to him, *' Ananias, why hath 
Satan tempted thy heart so as to make thee 
lie to the Holy Ghost, and, by fraud, keep back 
a part of the price of thy land ? If thou hadst 
wished to keep it, was it not thy own ? And 
having sold it, did not the money still belong 
to thee ? Why then didst thou design this in 
thy heart ? Thou hast not lied to men, but to 
God." 

5. And Ananias, having heard these words, 
fell to the ground, and immediately expired, 
so that those who were present were filled with 
great fear. And some young men, who stood 
by, carried him away and buried him. 

About three hours after, his wife, who knew 
nothing of what had passed, came in, and Peter 
said to her, '' Woman, tell me the truth : 
Have you sold the land for so much?" And 
she said, "Yes, for so much." Then Peter 
said, " Why have you agreed together to 
tempt the Spirit of the Lord ? Behold, those 
who have buried thy husband are at the door, 
and they shall carry thee away also." And 
immediately she fell at his feet and expired. 
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And when the young men returned, they found 
her dead ; and carrying her away they buried 
her by her husband. 

6. Such was the awful chastisement inflicted 
by Almighty God for a single falsehood. How 
therefore, should those tremble for themselveff 
"who are in the habit of swerving from the 
truth ! They should remember that the Lord 
holds this crime in detestation, and will neveif 
fail to punish it, either in this world or in the 
world to come. 

7. We come now to another instance of Al- 
mighty power, as consoling to the just as the 
last was terrible to sinners. 

There dwelt at Joppe a Christian woman 
named Tabitha, who spent her days in the 
practice of good works, and was especially re- 
markable for the abundance of her alms. It 
happened that she fell sick, and died ; and her 
body, having been prepared for the grave, was 
laid, previous to its burial, in an upper cham- 
ber. The disciples, having heard that Peter 
was at a small town not far from Joppe^ 
sent two men to beg that he would come to them 
without delay. He arose at once, and was 
immediately led to the upper chamber, where 
all the widows stood about him, weeping, and 
showing him the garments which Tabitha 
had made for the poor. Peter sent them all 
away ; and kneeling down, he prayed. Then, 
turning towards the deceased, he said, ^'Ta- 
bitha, arise." And she opened her eyes, and 
sat up. Peter, giving her his hand, raised 
her, and calling the widows and the faithful, h' 
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presented her to them alive. This miracle was 
made known throughout all Joppe, and many 
believed in the Lord. 

8. We learn from the history of Tabitha or 
Dorcas, as she is sometimes called, the wonder- 
ful efficacy of prayer. It is lawful to pray for 
everything which is not injurious to our eter- 
nal interests, or to those of others. 

This passage of holy Scripture likewise 
teaches us how especially pleasing to God is 
the virtue of charity. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Did God work miracles for any other end 
besides that of proving the truth of the Gospel? 

2. How did the early Christians live ? 

8. What u^ did some make of their lands ? 
4. How did Ananias and his wife endeavour 
to deceive the apostles ? 

6. How were they punished ? 

6. Is falsehood a great sin ? 

7. What other instance of the power of God 
occurred about this time ? 

8. What may we learn from this history ? 

" A perverse heart is abominable to the 
Lord : and His will is in them that walk sin- 
cerely.^' — Proverbs xi. 20. 

«' Am /, think you, a Ood at hand, saith the 
Lord, and not a Ood ajar off? 

" Shall a man be hid in secret places, and I 
not see him, saith the Lord ? Do not I fill 
heaven and earth f saith the Lord'' — Jeremiau 
^iii. 28, 24. 
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THE HOLY .CHUECH OF CHRIST. 



prsjK 

, ^ 1. The apostles were now dispersed over the 

n^, world, as our Lord had commanded, and some 

^ ' of them had even gone into distant countries, 

to carry thither the good tidings of the Gospel. 

The Lord had filled them with His Divine 

grace, and they worked great miracles in His 

rd name. Wherever they went they healed the 

spel' sick, and in many cases, even raised the dead 

to life. 
Js? The infirm were brought into the streets, 

and laid there upon their beds, that the shadow 
of St. Peter or of one of the other apostles, 
might fall on them as they passed, and restore 
them to health. These miracles touched the 
loil hearts of the upright and sincere, and prepared 
them to receive and believe in the Gospel. 
Thus was the holy Church of Christ founded, 
and thus did its members, called by His own 
*^ name, increase and multiply over the earth. 

'' The word Christian is derived from the holy 

name of Christ, and His followers were so called 
^ for the first time at Antioch. 

, As soon as a certain number of Christians 

had assembled in any one place, the apostles 
ordained priests, who explained to them t^ 
mysteries of their holy religion, and whc 

15 
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their turn, ordained other priests. The history 
of the life and doctrine of our Lord thus passed 
from one generation to another; and still trans- 
mitted and preserved in the same manner, it 
will flow, like a river of life, through ages to 
come, even to the end of time. 

2. But, although the teaching of the apostles 
was, like that of their Divine Master, oral, that 
is to say, hy word of mouth, some among them, 
inspired hy the Holy Ghost, and pressed hy the 
solicitations of those Christians with whom 
they could not remain in person, committed to 
writing all they knew of the life and doctrine of 
Jesus Ghbist. 

These hooks form what we call the Gospels, 
and we never can be sufl&ciently grateful to God 
for permitting that they should be handed down 
to us. 

There, we find the history of the Life, Pas- 
sion, and Eesurrection of our Blessed Saviour, 
and there also we may learn the entire science 
of salvation. 

3. The first of these Gospels is written by St. 
Matthew, an apostle ; the second, by St. Mark, 
the disciple, or pupil of St. Peter ; the third, 
by St. Luke, the companion of St. Paul ; and 
the fourth, by St, John, the beloved disciple of 
Jesus. 

4. St. Luke also wrote a history of the prin- 
cipal events of the lives of the apostles, which is 
called the Acts of the Apostles. 

5. St. Paul, as I have already told you, left 
several letters containing instructions full of 
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holiness and wisdom, fourteen of which have 
been preserved. 

One of these is addressed to the Christians of 
Rome, two to the faithful of Corinth, one to the 
Galatians, one .to the Ephesians, one to the 
converts of Philippi, one to the Colossians, two 
to the baptized faithful of Thessalonica, two to 
his disciple and pupil, Timothy, one to Titus, 
one to Philemon, and one to the Hebrews. 

St. James also left a letter, or epistle, ad-* 
dressed to Christians in general. 

St. Peter left two, St. John, the apostle, three, 
and St. Jude one. 

6. Th6 book of the Apocalypse, or Eevelations 
of St. John, was written by him in the island of 
Patmos, whither he had been exiled by order of 
the Emperor Domitian. It contains prophe- 
cies, several of which have been already accom- 
plished. 

7. How sacred should these writings be in 
our eyes, containing, as they do, all the precious 
truths of divine revelation. 



QUESTIONS. 

1. How did the apostles extend the knowledge 
of Christianity ? 

2. What do we call the Gospel ? 

8. Who were the four Evangelists ? 

4. What else did St. Luke write ? 

5. What writings were left by St. Paul, St. 
James, St. Peter, St. John, and St. Jude ? 

6. Who wrote the Book of the Apocalypse ? 
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7. Why should we venerate the sacred writ- 
ings ? 

" And I will give you pastors (iceording to 
My own heart, and they shall feed you with 
knowledge and doctrine" — Jeremias, iii. 16. 

'' But in the days of those kingdoms, the Qod 
of Heaven will set up a kingdom that shall 
never be destroyed, and His kingdom shall 
not be delivered up to another people ; ctnd it 
shall break in pieces, and shall consume all 
those kingdoms, and itself shall stand for 
ever." — Daniel, ii. 44, 



Dear children, the Lord Jesus still lives, and 
He will live for ever. To Him, all power is 
given in heaven and on earth. Believe in Him 
— hope in Him — ^love Him with all your heart 
and with all your strength. Treasure and ob- 
serve His holy law. Honour and imitate Him 
that you may grow up true children of God — 
that you maybe preserved from the contagion 
of evil, and that, having devoted your lives to 
His glory, you may be united to Him for «J1 
eternity. 

May His Holy Spirit guide you through the 
perils of this world, and lead you securely to 
everlasting life ! 
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